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Advertiſement to the Reader, _ 
= H E following TrafPis truly. 

printed from the Sheets left 
by my late Honoured Father, wrote 
by his own Hand, and by him _ 
corrected for the Preſs. © F 
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T the MERCHANTS, and the reſt FO the 


Gentlemen, who ſupport the: Lecture at 
Pinners-Hall. 
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00 R Labour of Lan in Fl 
ſo ancient a Lecture as that at Pinner 
Hall, is, among other Things, your Praiſe in 
the Cate. It is in Compliance with the re- 
prated Deſires of the Gentlemen who are your 


Committee, as well as thoſe of the Church to 
which 1 have the Honour to ſtand related as Pa- 


ſtor, that the following Diſcourſes are ae OWL 


ed. The Plainneſs of their Dreſs will, I hope, be 
no Prejudice to the beautiful Form of God's 


Houſe.  As- they were preach'd, ſo they are 
publiſhed without Cenſoriouſneſs, or the leaſt: 
Reflection. All the Followers of the Lamb 1 5 
are not of one Mind as to Church Diſcipline: 1 1 
However, whereunto we have attain 'd, we 40H 


ſhould all walk by the ſame Rule of Love ag 
. ls * 1 1 


. 


Ne Dore Aris 


Forbesrance. And that the Communication 
of our Faith; may become effectunl, we ſhould 
acknowledge every good Thing, that 181 0 flo | 
Perſon or Chürch, in Chriſt Jeſts ; as the 
Apoſtle directs Phi weng ver. 6. He who is 
to ſet Judgment in the Earth, will, under lat- 
ter Day Glory, (and. it will be no ſmall Part 
of the Glory of that Day) bring all his true 
Followers to be of one Mind in Doctrine, 
Worſhip, and Diſcipline: Till then, we ought 
to bear with, and forbear one another, To far as 
wie can without Sin; in Meekneſs inſtructing. 
thoſe that oppoſe themſelves : : Praying for the 
Spirit as Floods, to mend whatever is. amiſs 
either in Spirit or in Walk among. us. May 
the following Truths be own'd of God, and IL 
have my Reward, Who am 


—— 


7 our bearty 1 -il-wiſher, jt 
| Servant fer 35:46 au. 
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CHURCH Dzscrmtann, 


Eo 


To. whom coming as unto 4 living, Stone, 

diſallowed. indeed of Men, but cheſt of 

| God, and precious, ye alſs as lively Stoner, 
are built up a ſpiritual Houſe, an 

Prieſthood, to offer up ſpiritual Sacri- 

es acceptable to God by Jens abc ah 


W a 1 : — 
. 


the Entrance of Sin, be not 
f more inclin'd te Slavery, chan 
Y in Love with Liberty, even in 


will bear a Debate: : The 8 of Tyran- 
ny, and of abſolute Dominion almoſt quite 
round the Globe, ſcems to carry it in the A. 
fimative: 


"Of cuunen 'DrscrPring | 
firmative: However that may be, to be fed. 
natural Men prefer the Devil's Chain to Chriſt's- 
Charter, and chooſe to be Slaves to Sin, rather 
than to be made free indeed: And yet we may 
ſafely fay, ſweet and invaluable as our civil 
Liberties are; our ſpiritual Liberty is ſweeter 3. 
no Charter being to be compared with that of 
the Goſpel, and of Goſpel Churches, And as 
they who value not their civil Liberties, would 
ſoon learn to prize them, were they but for 4 
few Years Slaves in Turkey : So, ſuch as have 
little or no Reliſh for the Liberty wherewith- 
Chriſt hath made his Goſpel Churches free, 
would ſoon ſee their Error, were they to be 
ſhut ip in che pant et eg ene or in verges at 
Fee 0 

That Proteſtant Pifſenters' may” retain he 5. 
Reliſh they once had for the Liberty of Church- q 
es, and no more loſe that, than their becom- 
ing Zeal for the Liberty of the State; I have 
fixed upon chis Text, and deſign to diſcourſe 
from it on Goſpel ee as r in 871 
tive Churches. 1 

I need not ology for the Choice I have 
mi of a Text : And ſhall only premiſe, that 


the Hiſtory of Chriſt's Life and Death, ' who 8 
is the wg Stone my Text ſpeaks of, E 


remarka 9 


O# Onn⁰αν DDI FE 3 


rümafkäble for the many Inftänees fesbrtled 
therein, of the Bowels of a Baiour 3. ab! of 
the Contradiction of Sinners. Chriſt's 
breathed forth nothing bitt Love 4 heirs little 
elle fave Hatted : He went abokt deing gbd 
they ſtudied how they might avftroy Him: TU 
which End, how oft did they lay Snüres för 4 
him, that by entamgling him in his Words, -. 
they might have to accuſe him? Whoſe WiF- 
dom was too many for all their Craft; and {6 
would His Power have been for all their Swords 
and Staves, When they came to apprehend him, 

had he been pleat! to ekert it; as is eviddert 
by their going back ward, tho' a great Multi- 
tude, and falling to the Ground with all their 
armed Force, upbh his putting oh but a fin- 
gle Ray of Majeſty, and faying do them, . 

ter the ſafnie Wlemn anner Where with he was 
wont to work Miracks, I am He, John xviil, 
6. A ſobh as be dad faid unto therh, Lan be 
abe wen batkivard, aud felt ro tht Gronhd.. 

This mighty One, who whs thus ddt 
for dür Offences, that he might be raifed for 
out Juſtification, who is Zio#'s Builder, is re- 
pteſented in the Words of my Text, 48 Z 
Foundation alſo, and chief Corher Stone; whe © - 


being a living, is a Life-giving Stote, and is 5 


"hs 


+ On | Cuvnon Dic z. 


continually. of Stones, that is, of hard- hearted 
Sinners, raiſing up Children unto Abrahams: . 
Whoſe Errand into this World was: wholly of. 
Grace, that Grace might reign thro Righte- 
ouſneſs; and yet he was, and ſtill is diſallowed 
by all natural Men, who chuſe to ſink into 
Perdition, rather than be pluck'd by Chriſt as 
Brands out of the Burning; and had much ra- 
ther continue Satan's Synagogues, than be form'd 
by Chrift into the Temples of the living God, 
that is, into Goſpel Churches, But tho? Chriſt, - 
in the Days of his Fleſh, was let at nought by 
the Builders among the Jets, and is ſtill diſ- 
allowed by the Men of the World, who treat 
his Goſpel as the Jes did his Perſon; yet he 
is choſen of God and precious; to whom all 
effectually calbd come, in the Actings of Faith 
and Loye, and are built up a ſpiritual Houſe 
according to Goſpel Rule; for as Chriſt's. 
| Kingdom is ſpiritual, ſo are his Churches 
which differ from all other Societies, and ex- 
cel them in Glory, as the Sun excels the Moon 
and Planets. I ſhall only obſerve, that as Pe- 
ter is card a Stone in that famous Place, 
Matth. xvi. 1 8, of which the Pope makes 
ſuch Earnings; ; ſo, in my Text, Believers are 
call'd by as high a Title, not only. 
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but lively ones: To whom” coming as "unto a 

living Stone, ye alſo" as lively Stones, are built 

np a ſpiritual Houſe. This, of an Houſe, is 

a aer the Holy Ghoſt is pleaſed to make 
uſe of in the Old as well as in the New Teſta -. 
ment, to expreſs Goſpel Churches by: Shew 

them the Form of the Houſe, faith God, by the I 
Prophet, Exel. xliii. 11. That thou mayeſt know = -* 9 5 
- how thou oughteſt to behave thy ſelf in the 9 
Houſe of God, which is the Church of the living 
God, 1 Tim. iii. 15. Now in diſcourſing of 
Goſpel Churches under this . and for oa 
n 1 * 


1. Shew' you the Form of the Houſe, that 
is, of Goſpel Churches, about which many 
of Chriſt's F ollowers ſeem to 11 at fo ow” 
F 

II. Next to the Wein 1 ſhall lis We 
Matter of this Houſe ; or obſerve from 
Seripture, of whom Goſpel Churches 
ſhould be compoſed; who are, and who 
Wor? not fit to be Church Members. 

III. I ſhall: ſhew you the Rock on which fk 3 

czmis Houſe'is built, and let you ſee, how if 

- - Chriſt the Foundation ſupports and in- 

— * whole SR „33 


. 1 mba the Ghanter of this His, 


and let you ſee how many the Immuni- 
ties, and keines. . -Rewers are, 
which it includes. d 

| * 1 ſhall. 6 ſtanding 
Officers in this Houſe; and obſerve to 
you, by whom they ſhould be choſe ; 
and ſo give you their nder ond their 

|. 4 Work. Laa | 
$8 Vl. I fall pid Fun Keys of this Heut, 
þ agg let you know with whom Chriſt hath 
VII. I ſhall take Occaſion to fay ſomething 
of the Door and Entrance into this Houſe : 
Aud fo. yindicate at large, the Method 

- ,,. . oblery'd. by Congregational Churches in 

TE their Admiſſions, 1 TO 908 "1. 

VIII. I ſhall enlarge on the Work, or chief 
Bnſineſs to be done in this Houle ; here 

1 ſhall mention its Watch; its Diſcipline, 

and the Walk of Church. Members one to- 

0 wards another, and towards them, which 

je Wbt, 

IX. I would. ſhew vou e of. = 

_ + Glory, of this Houſez where I ſhall ob- 
ſerve to you how. far Goſpel Churches 

| were from ſtanding for. robes: in pri- 

mitive Times. 5 X. 


On Cnuncu Driscter ing. 7 
X. I ſhall take notice what it is that obliges 
Proteſtants to proteſt againſt Popery; or 
will warrant a Diſſent, or going off from 
any Church whatever. Where I ſhall 
bbſerve to you, in how many Particulars 
. 


Pillar. 


Lafth, I would apply the Whole: Where I 
mall enquire after the Reaſons, or Cauſe 
why ſo many who believe with the Heart, 

are do backward to confeſs Chriſt with 

the Mouth; and of Conſequence, lie out 
of Church-Fellowſhip : 1 would alſo en- 
deavour to remove Stumbling-Blocks out 
of the Way of ſuch as are about to enter; 
and leave with ſuck Word of Encou- 


3 


I hall begin with the Firſt, which is, the 
Primitive Form of Goſpel Churches. | 
17. The primitive Form of this Houſe was 
not Fewiſh or Moſaical; but Gaſpel-like or 

Evangelical. To bring back Old Teſtament 
Types and Ceremonies into Goſpel Churches, 

and fo into New Teſtament Worſhip, is to 

forget that they had their full Accompliſhment 
in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; for whoſe ſake they 

A ox | 


- 


- 
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IV. I would open the Charter of this Hauſe, 
and let you fee how many the Immuni- 
ties, and Privileges, and Rauen are, 
which it includes. 

V. I ſhall enumerate the ca Sidi 

Officers in this Houſe ; and obſerve to 
you, by whom they ſhould be choſe ; 
and {9 give you their Character and their 
Work. 

VI. I ſhall produce the Keys of this Houſe, | 
and let you know with whom Chriſt hath 
lodged the Uſe or Exerciſe of them, 

VII. I ſhall take Occaſion to fay ſomething 
of the Door and Entrance into this Houſe: 
And ſo vindicate at large, the Method 
obſerv'd by Congregational C _— in 
their Admiſſions, 8 

VIII. I ſhall enlarge on the Work, or chief 
Buſineſs to be done in this Houſe ; Where 
I ſhall mention its Watch; its Diſcipline, 
and the Walk of Church Members one to- 
wards another, and towards them which 
are without. 

IX. I would ſhew you a of the 
Glory of this Houſe z where I ſhall ob- 
ſerve to you how far Goſpel Churches 
were from ſtanding for Cyphers in pri- 
mitive Times. X. 


On C nunc DiscieLing. 7 
X. I ſhall take notice what it is that obliges 
. Proteſtants to proteſt againſt Popery ; or 

will warrant a Diſſent, or going off from 

any Church whatever. Where I ſhall 
_ obſerve to you, in how many Particulars 

Antichriſt hath ſet up his Poſt by God's 

Pillar. 5 | 
Laſtly, I would apply the Whole: Where J 
ſhall enquire after the Reaſons, or Cauſe 
why ſo many who believe with the Heart, 
are ſo backward to confeſs Chriſt with 
the Mouth ; and of Conſequence, lie out 
of Church-Fellowſhip : I would alſo en- 
deavour to remove Stumbling-Blocks out 

of the Way of ſuch as are about to enter; 
and leave with ſuch a Word of Encou- 
ragement. 


1 ſhall begin with the Firſt, which is, the 
Primitive Form of Goſpel Churches. | 
1ſt. The primitive Form of this Houſe was 
not Fewiſh or Maſaical; but Goſpel- like or 
Evangelical. To bring back Old Teſtament | 
Types and Ceremonies into Goſpel Churches, 
and fo into New Teſtament Worſhip, is to 
forget that they had their full Accompliſhment 
in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; for whoſe ſake they 
g were 


8 On Cyurcn DISCIPLINE. 


were inſtituted, and by whom they were laid 


aſide. Nay, it is virtually to deny that Chriſt 
is come in the Fleſh, Moſaical Inſtitutions are 
no more to govern us in Goſpel Times, than 
the Moon is made to rule the Day. | 
2dly. The original Form of Goſpel Churches 
was not carnal and worldly, but heavenly and 
ſpiritual ;' ſuited to the Diſpenſation we are un- 


der, which is call'd by Chriſt, as well as by his 


Fore-runner, the Kingdom of Heaven, Mat. 
iii. ver. 2, compar'd with chap. x. ver. 7. 

Was Chriſt's Kingdom of this World, Goſ. 
pel Churches would bear a Conformity with it, 
and be faſhion'd after it: But Chriſt hath told 
us, Jobn xviii. 36. My Kingdom is not of this 
World. Chriſt would be but a poor King, 
and his Kingdom would ſoon have an End; 
he would not be the Lord of Glory as he is, 
nor his Followers the Heirs of Glory, was his 
Kingdom of this World. 

Zaly. The original Form of Goſpel Cm 
was not flaviſh, nor ſervile; which is low, 
and mean, and altogether unbecoming Chriſt, 


the Head and Lord of this Houſe; who is 
King of Kings, and Lord of Lords : But in its 


original Form, this Houſe was moſt free; it 


on being built for Slaves, ſuch as ſerve divers 
Lofts 


On Cuvzcn DISCIPLINE. 9 


Luſts and unlawful Pleaſures; but it is bullt 5 
for thoſe who are free indeed, made ſo by 
Chriſt, the Builder of this Houſe; who tells all 
its Inhabitants, Jobn viii. 36. If the Son make 
you free, then ſhall you be free indeed. 

The Members of a Goſpel Church ſhould 
no more be the Servants of Men, than the Ser- 
vants of Sin; for if they are the former, they 
muſt be the latter : They are therefore com- 
manded to call no Man Father upon Earth, 
Mat. xxiii. 9. and expreſly caution'd againſt 
this low unbecoming Frame, 1 Cor. vii. 23. 
Ye are bought with a Price, be not ye the Sen 
vants of Men: It being impoſſible to ſerve, 
ſo as to pleaſe, two Maſters, Chriſt and Belial, 
God and Mammon, Mat. vi. 24. 

4thly. The original Form of this Houſe was 
not precarious and uncertain, to be alter'd, aui 
chang'd, and broke in upon by Man, or by 
any Set of Men at Pleaſure. This would re- 
fleet on the Wiſdom and Care, as well as on 
the Steadineſs of Chriſt ; who is in his Houſe, 
as well as in the higheſt Heaven, the ſteady 
and the faithful Jeſus, the ſame Yeſterday, to 
Day, and for ever, and not in the leaſt given to 
Change: But its Form is fix'd, particularly in 
the Scriptures of the New Teſtament. Had 
B : | not 


10 On Cnvrct DiscIPLINE. 


not Moſes, nor any of the Elders of IJſrael ſo 
much Power over the Tabernacle, as to alter 
or Change a Pin thereof: And with what Face 
can Men pretend to a Power to model and al- 
ter at Pleaſure Goſpel Churches; as if Chriſt, 
the true Moſes, had forgot, or neglected to leave 
with us the Pattern of the Houſe? | 

5thly. Such was the original Form of this 
Houſe, that it lay not oper: to the Common of 
the World ; but was incloſed, ſo incloſed that 
the Men of the World, tho? they were its great, 
and noble, and learned, and rich ones, might 
not enter, till ſuch Time as they were born 
again. Such Doctrine as this Chriſt preach'd 
to Nicodemus, tho? a Maſter in {/rae! ;, Joh. iii. 3. 

Jeſus anſwered, and ſaid unto him, Verily, ve- 
ri, T fay unto thee, Except a Man be born a- 
gain, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God, Now, 
are they fit to be Church Members who are 
blind to the Glory of God in the Goſpel ? Blind 
Perſons are very unfit to ſerve in your Houſes; 
and are not blind Sinners as unfit to n in 
_ Chriſt's? - 

6thly. The original Form of this Houſe was 
not intricate and dark, like that of a Labyrinth, 
but plain and obvious; fo that weak ones, be- 
ng — ace might find it, 


and 
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and enter into it; and that fooliſh ones, beir g 
made wiſe unto Salvation, ſhould not err there- 
in. Had Chriſt been a Deceiver, it would have 
been his Intereſt to have done what Antichriſt 
hath done, perplexed and darkned every thing; 
-but being the true and faithful Witneſs, he hath 
not put a Veil upon his Face, as the Ruler of 
his Houſe, any more than as its Saviour; he is 
not-veiPd as to Diſcipline, any more than as. 
to Doctrine; the Way of both is made plain 
and eaſy; Iſai. xxxv. 8. And an High-way ſbnl. 
be there, and a Way, and it ſhall be called the 
Way of Holineſs, the Unclean fhall not paſs over 
it, but it fhall be for thoſe: The way-faring 
Men, though Fools, ſhall not err therein. 

- 2thly. The original Form of this Houſe was 
not weak and tottering, ſuch as call'd for the. 
Support of the Civil Magiſtrate, as not being; 
able to ſubſiſt without him. No, it is Chriſt 
who by his Spirit, and Care, and Providence,, 
bears up the Pillars thereof. Magiſtrates; are 
called in Scripture its nurſing Fathers, whoſe 
Countenance they prize, and are thankful fors 
but they are no where call'd its Pillars, or Sup- 
ports. The Form of this Houſe was ſo con- 
trived by Chriſt, that it might ſubſiſt in trou- 
bleſome Times, even the worſt that can be, in 

Þ B 3 ſtormy, 
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ſtormy, as well as in fair Weather,” Accor- 
dingly, the primitive Churches ſtood the Shock 
of ten bloody Perſecutions, raiſed by the civil 
Magiſtrate under Rome Pagan; and many tens + 
have the Reformed Churches bore under Rome 
Antichriſtian, Had this Houſe been ſo con- 
triv'd, or form'd by Chriſt, as not to be able 
to ſubſiſt without the Countenance and Wing 
of the Magiſtrate, the Church muſt have pe- 
riſhed in its very Infancy. And therefore, 
gt hly. The original Form of Goſpel Churches 
was not National. For it's hardly poſſible for a 
National Church long to ſubſiſt of and by it ſelf; 
but muſt have the Favour and Strength of the 
Magiſtrate to ſupport it. Indeed, we no where 
read of a National Church in the New Teſta- 
ment: In Galatia, as well as in Macedonia, 
there were more Churches than one, Gal. i. 2; 
Unto the Cburebes of Galatia, Grace be 10 you, 
and Peace Had it been unto the Church of 
Galatia, as being made up of many Churches, 
it would have ſpołe that Church to have been 
National, or Provincial; but it being unto the 
Churches of Galatia, it ſpeaks juſt the contra- 
ry; that they were independent one of another, 
even as the Church at Corinth did not depend 
on the Church at Epheſus, ot that on any other 
Church. 5 The 
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' The-Fewiſh, Church, it is true, was Nati- 
onal; but it was ſo National, as to be Con- 
gregational alſo; the Males, or Brethren be- 
ing, by God's expreſs Command, to meet 
for publick Worſhip- thrice every. Year at Je- 
ruſalem; as all the People of God ſhall one 
Day do above in Heaven. So that, I appre- 
hend, the Ferwz/6 Church, as National, was 
typical of the general Aſſembly of all the Elect 
in Heaven, more eſpecially in its ſolemm Af 
ſemblies: As may be ſtrongly argued from 
Heb. xii. 22, 23. But ye are come unto Maunt, 
Zion, and unto the City of the living God, and 
to the heavenly Jeruſalem, to the general Aſem· 
bly, and Church of the Firſt-born: Where li- 
teral Mount Zion and Jeruſalem, with its ſo- 
pical of that which is ſpiritual. and heavenly: 
And if fo, the Church under the Old Teſta, 
ment, as it was National, is no more to he co- 
pied after by us of the New Teſtament, than 
the Structure or Ornaments of the. Temple are 
or the Robes of the High . or. Veſt 
ments of the Prieſts.  _ tor 

But you will ſay, if the e Rep of 
Goſpel Churches was not National, what was 
thei Form? To which I anſwer, Particular, 


or 
* * . 
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or C ongregational, ſuch as was the Church at 
Jeruſalem, of whom we ep that all who” 
believed were together, tho they were up: 
wards of three thouſand Souls; Acts 2. 44. 
And all that believed were iogether: And ſo, 
chap. iv. ver. 31. And when they had prayed, 
the Place was ſhaken where they were aſſembled 
together: And ſo, chap. v. ver. 12. And they 
were all with one accord in Solomon's Porch ; 
which was a Place large enough to contain 
them. And ſuch was the Church at Rome in 
primitive Times, and the Church at Corinth, 
and the Church at Epheſus, and the Church at 
Philippi, and the Church at Colofs, and 'the 
Church at Theſſalonica; and ſuch were the 
Churches in Galatia, where Believers being 
either too diſtant, * or too numerous to meet in 
one Place, were form'd . into ſeveral diſtin& 
particular Churches; all Siſter, Churches, but 
equally independent one on the other; all 
equally and alike organiz d, privileg'd, and di- 
ſtinguiſh*d from the different Societies of the | 
Men of this World: For we no where read 
of one Church claiming a Superiority over ano- 
ther: Neither do we meet with any one In- 
ſtance of a Primitive Church exerciſing any 


ting Uk Dominion over a Siſter Church: 
Tho? 
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Tho the Church. at Jeruſalem. was the firſt 
Goſpel Church of Chriſt's planting, and as 
ſuch was reſpected by Siſter Churches, it is no 
S where called the Mother Church: Such a 
Name would have broke in upon Chriſt's Com 
mand, Mat. xxiii. 9. For if ſuch Subjeftion 
ought not to prevail among private Men, 
much leſs ought it to prevail among Churches, 

Thus much concerning the Ciginal Form of 
this Houſe. | 


II. 1 ſhall next confider the Matter of this 
Houſe ; and ſhew from Scripture, who are, 
and who are not fit to be Church Members. | 
To be ſure, this Houſe is not built for the _ 
World's bloody, revengeful Cains; but for 

God's peaceable Abels: They who hate their 
Brother, ſeek his Ruin, and wiſh him dead, 
are no ways fit to dwell in ſuch an Houſe of 
brotherly Love, as s erery Goſpel Church ought 
a 

Neither is this Houſe built fox the World's 

mach „ but for God's Jſaacs : Scoffers' at 
Goſpel Truths, and at the Power of Godlineſs, 
are no ways fit to be the Inhabitants of - this 


Houſe, which is cald in eee the. Pillar 
ow Ground of Truth. N 


Neither 
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Neither is this Houſe built for prophane 

Eſaus, but for God's Jacobs. Such as under- 

value their Birthright, as Church Members, 

and are ready to part with it to the higheſt Bid- 

der, are no ways fit to be the Inhabitants of 
this Houſe. ; 

Neither is this Houſe built for the World's 
Nimrods, but for God's meek ones; who learn 
of Chriſt ro be meek and lowly. 

Again, this Houſe is not built for the Ca- 
naanite, but for the Jſraelite. All Iſraelites in- 
deed, out of every Nation, Kindred and 
Tongue; of all Denominations and Degrees, 
whether High or Low, Rich or Poor, Old or 
Young, Bond or Free, Male or Female, are 
free to aſk Admittance into this Houſe, * 
to dwell therein. 

Again, this Houſe is not bull for the 
World's Trickſters, but for God's Nathaniels : 
Men of Guile are only fit to betray it, not to 
defend it. It is obſervable, that Chriſt, the 
Founder of this Houſe, made no uſe of thoſe 
Arts and Stratagems Antichriſt is full of, to ad- 
vance his Kingdom; it is neither founded in 
Policy, nor in Force. 

Again, this Houſe is not built for Baſhan's 8 
Bulls, but for Chriſt's Sheep to lie down in. 

oy Men 
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Men of unmortified Luſts, and unbridled, un- 
lamented Paſſions, are no more fit to dwell i in 
this Houſe, than Bears and Wolves are to be 
folded with Sheep: For ſuch, if provoked, 
are for firing and pulling down this Houſe of 
Love; they are for OY and goring of 
Chriſt's Sheep. | 

Again, this Houſe is not built for the Whore 
of Babylon, nor for any that belong to her; 
but for the chaſte Spouſe of Chriſt to dwell in. 
Babylon's Whoredoms, that is, her Superſti- 
tions and Will- worſhip, no ways ſuit this 
Houſe, which owes its Original to a Divine 
Appointment, and not to the Laws of Men. 

Again, this Houſe is not built for meer No- 
minals, who barely name the Name of Chriſt, 


but for ſuch only as depart from Iniquity; it 
is no Brothel-Houſe for Sinners to act Sin in, 


or to make Proviſion for the Fleſh in, that 
they may the better fulfil the Luſts thereof; 
but for Saints to act Grace, and to bring forth 
the Fruits of the Spirit in: It is planted with 
Trees of Righteouſneſs, and not with Hemlock 
and Thiſtles. 

Again, this Houſe is not built for Hypo- 
crites. in Heart, but for God's ſincere ones : 
Not for ſuch as know not, but for ſuch as 

know, 
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know, ee 
Plague of his own Heart. 
Again, this Houſe is not built for den 
ſecure Sinners; but for returning Prodigals to 
dwell in. How long ſoever ſuch may have 
been feeding upon Huſks, and herding among 
Swine, if God puts it into their Hearts to re- 
turn, this Houſe is built for them: For of 
how many ſuch do we read in Scripture, who 
being effeCtually called, were by the ſame 
Grace formed into Churches? Primitive Church- 
es were of ſuch; that at Rome, and Corinth, 
and Epbeſus, were compoſed of few or none 
elſe. That great Gatherer of Goſpel Churches, 
the Apoſtle Paul, was he not once herding 
with thoſe Beaſts of Prey, Chriſt's Perſecutors, 
being himſelf as fierce as any ? 

In a Word, this Houſe is not built for the 
Dead in Sins, let the Sepulchre be painted ne- 
ver ſo white; but for the Living i in ee 
to ſojourn in. 

But why is not this Houſe built for dead, 
reſolved, ſecure, careleſs Sinners to dwell in? 
I anſwer, for the following Reaſons. 


1 ff. Becauſe ſuch are ſtone blind to all its 
Glory. The Glory of this Houſe in Goſpel 
Times is exceeding great, for it is filled with 
the top Manifeſtation of the F ather's Glory on 

this 
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this Side Heaven, to wit, the Glory of God, 
as it ſhines forth in the Goſpel, of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Now are ſuch as are ſtone-blind-to all this Glo- 
ry, fit to dwell in this Houſe of Light? 
24ly. Dead reſolved Sinners are no ways fit 
to dwell in this Houſe, for ſuch are as wilful- 
ly deaf, in a ſpiritual Senſe, as they are blind, 
and will no more liſten to the Calls of this 
Houſe, than behold its Glory : Chriſt's Voice, 
and Chriſt's Glory, are equally, and alike. hid 
from, and neglected by them. This Houſe is 
not built for deaf Adders, but for ſuch as be- 
gin to know the joyful Sound. 
34hy.” Dead reſolved Sinners are no ways fit 
to inhabit this Houſe ; for ſuch are as wilfully 
dumb to all its Praiſe, as they are deaf to all 
its Calls, 
 4thly. Reſolved Sinners are no ways ft to 
inhabit this Houſe, for ſuch are wilfully lame 
to all its Service, and will not work for God 
His Labour of Love is called by them, an 
intolerable Burden; and Chriſt, in al he re- 
quires, an hard Maſter, 
5thly. Dead reſolved Sinners are not fit to 
dwell in this Houſe, becauſe ſuch being faith- 
leſs are chriſtleſs, and ſo without a wedding 


. Garment, as well as the Oil of true Grace ; 
| C _—_ 


— - 


20 On Cnurcn DISCIPLINE. 


they feed not on Chriſt, the Bread of Life, but on 
Aſhes; make not the Rock Chriſt, but Lies, their 
Refuge; and lean on Reeds inſtead of the Staff 
of the Promiſe, Such carry a Lie, nay ma- 
ny Lies, in their right Hand; ſerve divers Luſts 
and Pleaſures; are of their Father the Devil; 
- fide with, and ſhelter Chriſt's Enemies; plot 
how to change the Laws of this Houſe, - are 
ready to give up its Charter, improve all Op- 
portunities to diſturb its Peace, and do all that 
in them lies to hinder its Growth ; ſuch ſtum- 
ble, and offend their Brethren, grieve Chriſt's 
Spirit, and bring a Reproach upon Chriſt's | 
Goſpel, and are ſtinking Snuffs, inſtead of be- 
ing burning and ſhining Lights. F 
The Apoſtle Paul, therefore, who writes 
moſt of his Epiſtles unto Churches, lets us, as 
well as them know, what Church Members 
ought to be, which he doth in the very firft 
Lines of thoſe Epiſtles, by ſaluting them as 
Saints, and Faithful in Chriſt Jeſus. Thus he 
inſcribes his Epiſtle to the Romans, Rom. i. 7. 
To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called 
to be Saints; and thus he inferibes his Epiſtle 
to the Corinthians, 1 Cor. i. 2. Unto the Church 
of God which is at Corinth, to them that are ſanc- 
1 1 in, or by Chriſt * called to be Saints; 
| and 
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and thus he inſcribes his Epiſtle to the Epbe: 
fans, Epb. i. 1. Paul an Apoſtle of Feſus Chriſt, 
by the Will of God, to the Saints which are at 
Epheſus, and to the Faithful in Chriſt Jeſus , 
and thus he inſcribes his Epiſtle to the Philip- 
pians, Phil. i. 1. Paul and Timotheus, tbe Ser- 
vants of Feſus Chriſt, to all the Saints in Chriſt 
Feſus, which are at Philippi; and thus he in- 
ſcribes his Epiſtle to the Coloffians, Col. i. 1, 2. 
Paul an Apoſtle of Feſus Chriſt, &c. to the 
Saints and faithful Brethren in Chriſt, which 
are at Coloſſe. 

Why are Chriſt's Churches compared to Can- 
dleſticks of Gold, and not of Iron or of Braſs, 
Rev. 1. 12, doubtleſs it is to let us know, of 
what Sort of Men and Women Goſpel Churches 
ought to be compoſed ; not of obſtinate, re- 
ſolved Sinners, who are the Droſs of the Earth; 
but of Saints, who are its excellent ones, who 
as far excel other Men, as Gold excels all other 
Metals. To conclude this Head, if Pearls 
are not to be caſt before Swine, Mat. vii. 6. 
ſurely Swine are not to be received into this 
n and ſo to the Lord's Table, ar 7 $8 


1 now enter. upon the Third Dandy J which 
is to ſhew the Rock on which this ſpiritual 
C2 _ Houſe 


1 
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Houſe is built; and ſo let you ſee, how the 
Lord Jeſus Chrift ſupports and influences the 
whole Building. 

That Chriſt, the Rock of Ages, bs whim; 
and for whom all Things were made, is the 
Rock on which this Houſe is. built, may be 
fairly gathered from the Words of my Text: 
For theſe lively Stones, of which this Houle is 
made up, are firft brought unto Chriſt, and fo 


built up a ſpiritual Houſe. He is here confi» | N 


det'd as Zion's Foundation, and chief Corner 
Stone, ver. 6. Wherefore it is contain'd in the 
Scripture, Behold, T lay in Zion a chief Corner 
Stone, elect, precious: The Scripture referr*d 
to is, Jai. xxviii. 16. Therefore, thus ſaith the 
Lord God, Bebold, I lay in Zion for a Fou 
dation, a Stone, a tried Stone, a precious Cor- 
ner Stone, a fure Foundation : All which may 
ſcrve as a Key to that great Text, ſo much a- 
buſed by the Papiſts, Mat. xvi. 18. Thou. art 
Peter, and upon this Rock I will build 15 
Church: The Word Peter, in the Greek, ſig- 
nifies a Stone upon a Rock, and not the Rock 
it ſelf; ſo that it is as if Chriſt had ſaid, Thou 
art but a Stone upon the Rock; I my ſelf, 
who am the Son of the living God, am the 
Rock on . 
Gates 
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Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it: So 
that Chriſt the Son, and not Peter the Diſciple, 
is the Rock on which this ſpiritual Houſe is. 
built. As Chriſt, and not Moſes, was the Rock 
that followed 1/rael ; ſo Chriſt, and not Peter, 
is the Rock on which the Church is built. 
Of whom, as he ſupports and influences the 
whole Building, take the following Account. 

1. Chriſt purchaſed the Ground on which 
this Houſe at preſent ſtands, with all the coſtly 
Materials of which this Houſe is compoſed. 
Chriſt as the Finiſher of Sin, and Fulfiller ot 
all Righteouſneſs, bought at the Hand of God's 
vindictive Juſtice, primarily, and in the firſt 
Place, all the Saints, the true Materials of this 
Houſe, who in a large and glorious Senſe, are 
his purchaſed Poſſeſſion: © He alſo bought, ſe- 
* condarily, and in a leſs proper Senſe, by a ſe- 
cond-Hand Compact or Bargain (faith Doctor 
* Goodwin) at the ſame Hand, the firſt Adam's 
World, with all the non-Ele&, to make thera 
+ ſubſerve his Deſigns of Love and Grace, te- 
© wards the Inhabitants of this Houſe, who are 
his peculiar People: Otherwiſe, God's Works 
of Nature would not be put into the Mediatct's 
Fand, nor be ſo over-ruPd, as to be made ic 
5 ne his Deſigns of Grace, and Glory; the 


C 3. + firit- 
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* firſt Adam's World, large, and of as long Con- 
* tinuance as it is, would not be as the Scaffolds 
to this Building, which when finiſhed, will be 
took down, and not only laid aſide but burnt : 
* Neither could this World, with all Things 
« preſent, be, in the ſweet and bleſſed Senſe 
* they are, theirs, who are the true Inhabitants 
* of this Houſe.* To which I might have 
added, the Furniture of this Houſe, even all 
the Gifts and Graces of its Inhabitants, with 
their Uſefulneſs, are the Purchaſe of Chriſt; and 
fo is its Proviſion of Goſpel Ordinances and 
Appointments, with their Succeſs: To him 
you owe not barely the Preaching of the Goſ- 
pel, but its ſo running as to be glorified, | 
2d!y, The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the Founder 
of this Houſe, to whoſe Authority this Houſe 
owes all its Offices, Laws, Ordinances and 
Appointments, Priviteges and Enjoyments, 
nay, its very Being, Heb. mi. 3. For this Man, 
(peaking of Chriſt) was counted worthy" of 
wore Glory than Moſes, in as much as he who 
bath buildei the Houſe, bath more Honour than 


_ = the Houſe; plainly intimating, that this Houſe 


is an Houſe of Chriſt's Building; who is brought 
in, ver. 6. as being a Son over his own Houſe, 
But Chriſt as @ Son over his own Houſe ; whoſe 
Houſe 
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Houſe are we. What if I ſhould ſay, Chriſt 
takes more Pleaſure in founding this Houſe, 
than he took in laying the Foundations of this 
viſible Earth and Heavens; the Pleaſure he took 
in the latter, being with an. Eye to the former. 
_ 34ly. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the Founda- 
tion of this Houſe, that ſupports and ſuſtains 
the whole Building; to whom this Houſe owes 
its being preſerved from ſinking into dead For- 
mality, Laodicean Lukewarmneſs, Soul-ruin- 
ing Errors of all Sorts, endleſs Superſtitions, and 
Will-worſhip, and ſhameful, ſcandalous Prac- 
tices, and final as well as total Apoſtaſy : To 
preſerve from theſe, calls for a mighty Power, 
even the ſame that preſerves the whole Creation 
from ſinking into nothing; the fame Almighty 
I that bears up the Pillars of the Earth, P/a/. 
Ixxv, 3. bears up this Houſe's Pillars. This is 
that Foundation of Sapphires, by Reaſon of Pre- 
ciouſneſs, and of Stone, by Reaſon of Strength, 
of which you read, 1/ai. liv. 11, and ch. xxviii. 
»6. which we are called upon to behold with 
an Heart full of Praiſe, as well as with an 
Eye full of Wonder. Therefore, thus ſaith 
the Lord, Behold, I lay in Zion, for a Founda- 
tion, a Stone, a tried Stone, a ſure Foundation; 
and fo chap. liv. 11. Oh thou offlidted, ' tofſed 
1 5 pe ee 
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with Tempeſt, and not comforted, behold I will 
lay thy Stones with fair Colours, and lay my 

Foundations with Sapphires. 
4thly. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the chief 
Corner Stone, which unites, ſtrengthens and 
beautifies this ſpiritual Building. Time was, 
and it was a very dark Day, juſt like ours, 
when this Corner Stone was fet at nought 
by ſuch as were Builders; but their Oppoſi- 
tion could not hinder it from being laid the 
head Stone of the Corner, P/al. cxviii. 22, 23, 
The Stone which the Builders refuſed, is become 
the Head Stone of the Corner, This is the” 
Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our Eyes. 
This is the Day which the Lord hath made, 
wwe will rejoice and be glad therein, You have 
much the ſame Account of this wonderful Tranſ- 
action, in the 6th and 8th Verſes following my 
Text, where Chriſt is deſervedly called a chief 
Corner Stone, elect, and precious; and, by a 
Spirit of Prophecy, a Stone of Stumbling and 
Rock of Offence, as he is this Day to ſuch as 
quarrel with, and ſtumble at the Goſpel ; he is 
fo in the Imputation of his Suretyſhip-Righ- 
teouſneſs to the Neonomians, in his Satisfac- 
tion to the Arminians, in his true and proper 
Divinity to the Ariaus and Socinians, and. in 
| his 
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his very Being, and all his Characters, to the 
Deiſts. Wherefore alſo it is contain'd in the 
Scripture, Behold, I lay in Zion a chief Corner 
Stone, eleft, precious; and he that believeth on 
him ſhall not be confounded : And a Stone of 
Stumbling, and 4 Rock of Offence, even to them 
who ſtumble at the Word, being diſobedient: 
Obſerve, the. Cavelling or Stumbling of the 
Head or Mind, is from the Hardneſs, and 
Rebellion of the Heart. 

thy. The Lord Jeſus Chrift is the Glory 
and the Glorifier of this Houſe 3 he brings, 
and bears, and is its Glory. It is a ſweet Word 
you meet with, Hai. Ix. 1, &c. Ariſe, ſbine, 
for thy Light is come, and the Glory of the 
Lord is riſen upon thee, For bebold, the Dark- 
neſs ſhall cover the Earth, and groſs Darkneſs 
the People: But the Lord ſhall ariſe upon thee, 
and his Glory ſhall be ſeen upon thee, And the 
Gentiles hall come to thy Light, and Kings to 
the Brightneſs of thy Riſing: On which the 
Prophet enlargeth, ver. 4. and following, tel; 
ling withal, what God's Deſign is in all this, 
ver. 7. to wit, to glorify the Houſe of his Glo- 
ry, and I will glorify the Houſe: of my Glory: 
All which did but begin to have its Accom- 
pliſhment in Goſpel Churches, in the Call of 
a the 


| 
| 
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the Gentiles; but will be moſt gloriouſly accom- 
pliſh'd when the Fulneſs of the Gentiles ſhall 
come in, when this Houſe ſhall attain to that 
Degree of Perfection, which is aſſign'd unto it 
on this Side Glory ; and ſhine in ſuch Beauties 
of Holineſs, as well as have the Tokens of a 
ſpecial Preſence ſo multiplied, as will aſtoniſh, 
as well as ſilence all its Enemies. 

Chriſt, as held forth in this Houſe in the 
Word and Seals; Chriſt, as manifeſting and 
communicating himſelf unto the Inhabitants 
of this Houſe in Goſpel-Ordinances, is the 
Glory, and Glorifier of this Houſe : Thus he 
brings Glory into it, bears the Glory of it, 
as being himſelf its Glory. 

Gt hy. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is as a Wall 
of Fire round about it, as well as the Glory in 
the midſt thereof, It is a ſweet Promiſe of ſpi- 
ritual Safety and Defence which you meet 
with, Jai. xxxi. 5. As Birds flying, ſo will the 
Lord of Hoſts defend Feruſalem, defending alſo, 
be will deliver it, and paſſing over, be will pre- 
ſerve it: The Alluſion of Birds flying is apt 
and elegant; for what Creature moves ſwifter 
than a Bird? the Flight of which being aloft, 
is out of the Reach of all Lets and Impedi- 
ments: Man's Arm is too ſhort and too flow 

tO 
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to hinder, or impede Birds in their Flight; 
and ſo are Trees and Mountains too low. Thus 
no Arm of Fleſh, nor Craft of Satan, can im- 
pede or hinder God in bringing Help unto his 
Churches. For whatever is ſpoke of Zion or 
Feruſalem, under the Old Teſtament, in a tem- 
poral Senſe, I would underſtand of Goſpel 
Churches under the New, and {piritually ap- 
ply unto them. 

You have both theſe matchleſs, and moſt 
deſirable Privileges joined together, Zech. ii. 5. 
For I, ſaith the Lord, will be unto her a Wall 
of Fire round about, and will be the Glory in 
the midſt of her. Now no Wall either of Brick, 
or Stone, or of Braſs, is to be compar'd to a 
Wall of Fire: Who dares attempt to ſcale a 
Wall of Fire? A flaming Sword with Cheru- 
bims was ſet to keep the Tree of Life; but 
God himſelf, as a Wall of Fire, is the Defence 
of true Believers, more eſpecially in Church 
Fellowſhip. This is admirably expreſs'd, and 
apply'd to Goſpel Times, Jai. iv. 5, 6. Aud 
the Lord will create upon every Dwelling Place 


and Smoke by Day, and the ſhining of a flaming 
Fire by Night ; for upon all the Glory ſhall be 
4 Defence: For there ſhall be a Tabernacle, 


for 


of Mount Zion, and upon ber Aſſemblies, a Cloud 
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for a Shadow in the Day Time from the Heat, 
and for a Place of Refuge, and for a Covers 
from the Storm and from Rain. 

Ithhy. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the great 
Repairer of the Breaches of this Houſe, and 


; Reſtorer of Paths to dwell in. Satan deſires 


and delights in nothing more than to batter, 
and make Inroads upon Goſpel Churches, and 
rejoices more in making Breaches in this Houſe, 
by dividing its Members, or ſetting one Church 
at Variance againſt another, than in ſubverting 
whole Kingdoms and States, where Chriſt's 

Name is not nam'd. This Chriſt aptly calls a 


ſowing of Tares. 


Now how buſy is that crafty one, and how 
unwearied in ſowing the Tares of Diſcord and 
Divifion, of Jealouſy and Surmiſe, among the 


Members of Goſpel Churches! We meet with 


a large Heap of them, 2 Cor, xii. 20. For 1 
fear leſt when I come, I fhall not find you fuch 
as I would, and that I all be found unto you 
ſuch as ye would not: Left there be Debates, 


 Envyings, Wraths, Slrifes, Back-bitings, 


IP hiſperings, Swellings, Tumults. All of which 
are ſome of Satan's Tares. Now, was it rot 
for the Watch and Care of Chriſt, thoſe Tares 


would be ſown in ſuch an Abundance, as would 


quite 
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quite choak the Wheat: Breaches would fo 
Nultiply and be enlarged in Goſpel Churches, 
as would ſoon end in the entire Subverſion of 
all Goſpel Order, and of all Goſpel Churches. 

8/þly. It is to Chriſt's Preſence and Bleſſing 
that this ſpiritual Houſe owes all its ſpiritual 
Increaſe, It is a ſweet Word we meet with, 
Iſai. liv. 1, 2. Sing, O barren, thou that didſt 
not bear, break forth into Singing, and cry a- 
loud, thou that didſt not travel with Child: 
For more are the Children of the deſolate, than 
the Children of the married Wife, ſaith the 
Lord. Enlarge the Place of thy Tent, and let 
them ftretch forth the Curtains of thy Habi- 
tation; ſpare not, lengthen thy Cords, and 
ſtrengtben thy Stakes: For thou ſhalt break forth 
on the Right Hand, and on the Left, Now to 
= Chriſt's Preſence and Bleſſing is all this ſpiritu- 
1 al Increaſe owing z Eph. iv. 16. From whom the 
= whole Body filly joined together and compacted, 
by that which every Foint ſupplieth, according 
to the effeftual Working in the Meaſure of eve- 
ry Part, maketh Increaſe of the Body, unto the 
Edifying of it ſelf in Love, Without this, 
Paul may plant, and loſe his Labour, and fo 
may Apollos water, and all to no purpoſe, 
1 Cor. iii. 6. 
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gtbly. This Houſe is not only call'd by 
Chriſt's Name, but it is filled with Chriſt's 


Spirit. This calls for ſome Enlargement, I: 


is called by his Name, Epb. iii. 15. Of whom 
the whole Family in Heaven and Earth is na- 
med. It is an ancient Prophecy you meet with, 
which had its Accompliſhment moſt awfully, 
in and among the carnal Jews, Iſai. Ixv, 15, 
And ye ſoall leave your Name for a Curſe unto 
my Choſen ; for the Lord God ſhall flay thee, 
and call bis Servants by another Name. The 
Inhabitants of this Houſe are not called Jews, 
but Chriſtians after Chriſt; that is the new, or 
the other Name here ſpoken of, which was 
given them with great Solemnity, and mani- 
fold Appearances of God, firſt at Antioch, 
Acts xi. 36. And it came to paſs, that an whol: 


Year they aſſembled themſelves with the Church, 


that is, Paul and Barnabas, and taught much 
P.ople; and the Diſciples were called Chriſti 
ais firſt at Antioch, This is the New Teſta- 
m-nt Name given by Chriſt, and after Chriſt 
to the Inhabitants of this Houſe: Goſpel Church- 


es were not called in primitive Times after 


P. aul, or after Apollos, or after Cepbas; you 
no where. read of Paul's Church, or Apolloss 


Church, or of 2 epbas's Church; but of the 
Churches of Chriſt. And 
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And as this Houſe is call'd by Chriſt's Name, 
ſo it is fill'd with Chriſt's Spirit, who firſt 
quickens and ſo gathers, and teacheth, and 
builds up, and ſanctifies, and ſtrengthens, and 
comforts, and ſeals its Inhabitants : For if any 
Man hath not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none 
of his, Rom. viii. 9. All joined unto the Lord 
are one Spirit with him, 1 Cor. vi. 17. From 
# Chriſt, as Head of this Houſe, is all Church 
Power, and all Office Power, as you will hear 
more at large hereafter z and from Chriſt's Spi- 
rit is all Fitneſs to be Church Members, or 
Church Officers; without whom, Sinners arc 
no more fit to be Church Members, than Bri- 
ars and Nettles are to be tranſplanted into your 
Gardens. 

| 1othly. To coaclude this Head, All the Ii. 
ving and true Inhabitants of this Houſe are 
Chriſt's Property, and peculiar Treaſure. They 
are his Property, by a three-fold Right; 
by Right of Donation and Gift from the Fa- 
ther; by Right of Redemption, in a Way of 
Purchaſe; and by Right of Conqueſt in a Way 
of Power, acted and diſplay'd in ſubduing of 
them, and making them a willing People; as 
well as in baffling and vanquifhing their Ene- 

mies. They all of them are as Brands n 
„„ by 


under his Banner, receive his Pay, fight his 
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by Chriſt out of the Burning; and as a Prey 
deliver'd from the Jaw of the Terrible. Ac- 
cordingly, they all bear Chriſt's Image of 
Holineſs, wear his Robe of Righteouſneſs, 
carry his Badge of Freedom, liſt themſelves 


Battles, take ſhelter under the Shadow of 
his Wing,. are ſupplied from the Stores, or 
upper Springs of his Fulneſs; being ſtrong 
not in Grace received, but in the Grace which 
is in Chriſt Jeſus. I ſhall next conſider, 


IV. The Charter of this Houſe, that is, 

Goſpel Churches. = 
I hardly need tell you, that as particular 
Men, ſuch as Paul, or Peter, or Fobn, have 
the Nature of Man equally communicated un- 
to them, and can exert or put forth all the 
Operations of Nature fully of themſelves, and 
without the Help of any other; ſo Goſpel 
Churches have all of them the ſame Charter, 
and can and may fully of themſelves, and 
without the Help of any other Church, act up 
to it in all the Immunities and Frwilem con- 
tain'd therein. 
A Charter which puts down, or excels all 
the Charters enjoy*'d by any Imperial City or 
| Hans 
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Hans Town, even that of Reme it ſelf, or of 
London, as much as the Sun out-ſhines the 
Moon. 

Now for the better clearing up of Things, 
that Miſtakes on all Sides may be prevented, 
J ſhall, in the firſt Place, obſerve to you, both 
negatively, what thoſe Exemptions are not, 
and poſitively, what thoſe Exemptions are, 
which this Charter includes. As, 

1/t, This Charter includes not Exemption 
from any of God's Laws: The Inhabitanrs 
of this Houſe are ſo far from being lawleſs and 
diſobedient, that the Law of God is in their 
Hearts; P/al. xxxvii. 30. The Mouth of the 
Righteous ſpeaketh Wiſdem; and his Tong iss 
talketh of Judgment; but is it Talk and no 
more? No verily, for it follows, ver. 31. 
The Law of his God is in his Heart, none 6. 
bis Steps ſhall flide : And fo, IJ/ai. Ii. 7. Hear. 
ken unto me, ye that know Righteouſneſs, ve 
People in whoſe Heart is my Law, The Spi- 
rit is Chriſt's Glorifier upon this as well as o. 
ther Accounts, becauſe Chriſt is the Law's 
Magnifier ; who writes the Law in all tho'e 
Hearts as a Rule of Duty, where Chriſt is 
form'd as God's Salvation: For as Chriſt came 
not, ſo the Spirit is not given, to deſtroy the 

D 3 Law 
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Law, but to vindicate and magnify it: The 
Law, as a Covenant was never fulfill'd by any 
but by Chriſt; and as a Rule of Life or Duty 


it is not obſery*d by any, as by the Followers 
of Chriſt. 


2dly. This Charter includes not Exemption 
from any of Man's Laws in Things lawful. 
The three Children were not exempt from 0- 
beying Nebuchadnezzar in Things lawful ; 
he had no better Subjects in all Babylon; but 
when commanded by him to fall down, and 
worſhip his golden Image, they were under no 
Obligation to obey, becauſe a greater than Ba- 
bylows King had commanded the contrary. 
- Magiſtrates have no better Subjects than the 
Inhabitants of this Houſe, when keeping cloſe 
to the Rules thereof; who not only pay Taxes, 
but put up Prayers for all that are in Authority; 
according to that known Rule, 1 Tim. ii. 1. 
J exhort, therefore, that firſt of all, Supplica- 
tions, Prayers, Tnterceſſions, and giving of 
Thanks be made for all Men; for Kings, and 
for all that are in Authority, that we may lead 
quiet and peaceable Lives in all Godlineſs and 
Honeſty. 
3dly, This Charter includes not Exemption 
from the Law of Parents in Things lawful, 
| Children 
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Children obey your Parents in the Lord, for 
tbis is right, Eph. vi. 1. is the Rule for all in 
this Houſe who have Parents, to walk by; 
who in ſo doing, may expect the Bleſſing that 
is promiſed, ver. 2, 3. Honour thy Father and 
ty Mother (which is the firſ® Commandment 


with Promiſe) that it may be well with thee, 
and thou mayſt live long on the Earth, Fi- 


lial Affections towards God,] are the greateſt - 
Spur to Children to behave as they ought to- 
wards Man. 
4thly. This Charter includes not Exemption, 
in Things lawful, from the Law of Maſters. 
Col. iii. 22, &c. Servants, obey in all Things 
your Maſters according to the Fleſh; not with 
Eye-Service, as Men Pleaſers, but in Singlenejs 
of Heart, fearing God. And whatſoever ye do, 
do it heartily as to the Lord, and not unto 
Men; knowing that of the Lord ye fhall receive 
the Reward of the Inberitance; for ye ſerve 
the Lord Chriſt. Had this rare Word of Ex- 
hortation a greater abiding than it uſually hath 
on the Hearts and Conſciences of profeſſing, 
Servants, they would make the beſt of Ser- 
vants, and ſhine as Lights, whilſt they are 
cleaning their Maſters Houſes z and recom- 


Children; ſo it makes the beſt of Friends: 


King. How like a Man of Breeding, as well 


. Chriſt; who was thereby delineated in all his 
Offices, particularly his prieſtly : But, obſerve 
it they may not, becauſe it had its full and 
- moſt deſrreable Aecompliſhment in the Lerd 
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mend the Goſpel, whilſt waiting at the Maſters 


Tables. | 
5thly. This Charter includes not Exempti- 


on from the Laws of Friendſhip and good 
Breeding : For as the Grace that brings Salya- 
tion makes the beſt of Huſbands, and the beſt 
of Wives ; the beſt of Parents, and the beſt of 


No Breeding to be compared with that which 
is taught in Chriſt's School: urn for the 
Proof of this to 1 Pet. ii. 17. Honour all Men; 
love the Brotherhood , fear God; Honour the 


as a Chriſtian, did the Apoftle Paul talk to A. 
grippa and Feſtus, As xxvi 

Thus much for the Negative Part. I come 
now to ſhew you what the Charter of this 
Houſe exempts from. As, 

17. It exempts all- its Inhabitants from ob- 
ſerving the whole Ceremonial Law. Study it 


they may and ought, in order to trace out its 
Accompliſhment in and by the Lord Jeſus 


Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt, by whom it was. laid. aſide : So 
that this Houſe ſtands in no more need of it 
now, than the Inhabitants of the Globe need 
the Moon, when the Sun is riſen, 

2aly. The Charter of this Houſe exempts, 
all its Inhabitants from the Doctrines of Men 
in Matters of Faith. Man may no more make 
a Creed for this Houſe, than he may preſcribe 
Laws to the Sun, Moon and Stars; neither is 
he able. They who cannot deviſe a new Sort 
of Flies nor Worms, are very unfit to make a 
new Goſpel. What ſaith that great Workman 
in this Houſe, the Apoſtle Paul, Gal. i. 8. But 
though we, or an Angel from Heaven, preach any 
other Goſpel unto you than that which we have 


1 preached unto you, let him be accurſed. New 
unſcriptural Schemes bring down Blaſts inſtead 
of Bleſſings, on ſuch Miniſters as preach them, 
and on ſuch Churches, as receive them. | 


34ly. The Charter of this Houſe exempts all 
its Inhabitants from Man's Commands in the 
Worſhip of God. Man can no more pre- 
ſcribe how God ſhall be worſhip'd under the 
New Teſtament, than he could under the Old: 
He alone who is in the Boſom of the Father 
hath declar'd this. To worſhip God, according 
to the Will and Pleaſure of Men, is, in a ſenſe, _ 
ta 
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to attempt to dethrone him; for it is not on- 
ly to place Man's Will on a Level with God's, 
but above it: All ſuch Worſhip is wicked, as 
well as vain, and borders upon Idolatry it ſelf: 
For to worſhip the true God after a falſe 
Manner, is next a-kin to the Worſhipping of 
a falſe God. | 

- 4thly. The Charter of this Houſe exempts 
all its Inhabitants from Man's Injunctions and 
Severities in Matters of Diſcipline. No Prince 
may bring his Star Chamber, nor the Court of 
Inquiſition into this Houſe, which is an Houſe 
of Chriſtian Liberty, not of Egyptian Bondage. 
Rome's cruel Taſk-maſters, who many De- 
grees have out-done thoſe of Egypt, have no 
Room nor Power in this Houſe : The Ratling 
of Chains and Noiſe of Whips, no Ways agree 
with the ſtill and ſweet Voice of Mount Zion: 
Sinai's Thunders have no Place here, and much 
leſs have the violent unruly Paſſions of Men, 


But in a Matter of ſuch Moment, as. is 
the Charter of a Goſpel Church, you muſt 
give me Leave to ſay ſomething about the 
Powers contained therein. =. 

1}, The Charter of Goſpel Churches includes 
a Power for the Saints, and Faithful in Chriſt 
Jeſus, to ſeparate themſelves from the World, 
and from all corrupt Churches: Such Separa- 

| tion 
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tion being as neceſſary for the Glory of Chriſt, 
and the Good of Souls, as it is to incloſe and | 


fence either your Fields or your Gardens: Can 
the Huſbandman's Crop, or your Fruit be ſafe, 
without a Fence? Neither can the Cauſe 
and Intereſt of Chriſt, without ſuch a Power. 
Why are the Saints called by Grace out of 
this World, and taught by the ſame Grace 
Non-Conformity unto it, if they may not 


thus ſeparate from it? Come out from among 


them, and be ye ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, 2 Cor. 
vi. 17, reſpects Satan's Kingdom, which is the 
World, as well as Antichriſt's. 

2dly. The Charter of Goſpel Churches in- 
cludes a Power from Chriſt for the Saints to 
give up themſelves, with their Infant Seed, 
publickly and ſolemnly unto the Lord, to be 
his; and to one another according to his 
Will, to walk together in the Fear of the 
Lord, and to watch over one another in the 
Lord. Look, as free voluntary Conſent, and 
mutual Engagement are abſolutely neceſſary to 
conſtitute any civil Society, or Corporation; 
ſo they ſeem as neceſſary to conſtitute that 
which is ſacred, ſuch as is a Church of Chriſt. 
To be ſure, primitive Saints were not brought 
together into Churches by the civil Magiſtrate, 
who 


the Apoſtles. This ſeems to be fully expreſs'd, 


Chriſt alſo received us, to the Glory of God. 


publick Worſhip ; ſuch as publick Prayer, 


Acts of publick Worſhip. Thus the Saints 


they ſhould not depart from Feruſalem, but watt 
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who did all they could to hinder the Building 
of this Houſe” Neither were they Church 
Members at Rome or Corinth by Birth, being 
born Pagans 3 it muſt therefore be by Choice 
and voluntary Conſent, being directed and 
guided therein, by thoſe great Maſter Builders 


Rom. xv. 5, &c. Now the God of Patience 
and Conſolation, grant you to be like minded 
one towards another, according to Chriſt Feſus : 
That ye may with one Mind, and one Mouth, 
glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt. Wherefore receive ye one another, as 


34ly. The Charter of Goſpel Churches in- 
cludes a Power from Chriſt for the Saints to 
meet together ſtatedly, and in one Place, for 


Interceſſion, and giving of Thanks; publick 
Praiſe, and Preaching of the Word ; the pub- 
lick Adminiſtration of the Seals, with all other 


of Feruſalem met together, Acts i. 4. It was 
one of the firſt Church Mectings they had; and 
a riſen Jeſus was with them; and being afſem- 
bled together with them, commanded them, that 


for 
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for the Promiſe of the Father, which, ſaith he, 
ye have heard of me: Who no ſooner return'd 
to Jeruſalem, but they aſſembled together in 
an upper Room, ver. 13. to the Number of 
one hundred and twenty, ver. 1 3. Thus, ch. 
| ii. ver. 1. we are told, that when the Day of 
* Pentecoſt was fully come, they were all with 
one accord in one Place: And tho' their Num- 
bers ſoon increaſed, and they became a Mul- 
titude, yet they continued daily with one accord 
in the Temple, As ii. 46. and in Solomon's 
Porch, As. v. 13. And they were all with one 
accord in Solomon's Porch: Thus we read, 
Ads iv. 31. that when they had pray'd, the 
Place was ſhaken where they were aſſembled 
| together. 
Ab. The Charter of Goſpel Churches in- 
cludes a Power from Chriſt to chuſe ſuch Offi- 
cers as he hath appointed, to go in and out 
before the Church in the Lord, and to watch 
| thereunto z that all Things may be done de- 
| cently and in Order. Accordingly we read 
of the Church at Feru/alem choofing ſeven 
Deacons, Adds vi. 5. And the Saying pleaſed 
the whole Multitude; and they choſe Stephen, 
a Man full of Faith and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and Philip and Procorus, and Nicanor, and 
E. N 
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Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicholas, a Proc. 
lyte of Anticch ;, whom they ſet before the A. 
poſties, We allo read of the Apoſtles conſti. 
tuting Elders, or Paſtors in every City, by tlie 
Suffrages of the People, Act, xiv. 23. And 
when they had ordained them Elders in every 
City; ſo we render the Place; but the genuine 
Signification of the Greet Word is, to conſti- 
tute by the Suffrages of the People; as you 
will hear more at large hereafter. It is wor- 
thy of your Notice, that tho* the Apoſtles, 
thoſe extraordinary Officers, were prior to 
Goſpel Churches, being to gather and direct 
them; ordinary Officers, ſuch as Paſtors and 
Deacons, were not. 

5thly. The Charter of Goſpel Churches in- 
cludes the Power of the Keys, to bind and 
looſe 3 of which I ſhall ſpeak diſtinctly and at 
large under another Head. 

All the Application I ſhall make is this: 
From the Charter of this Houſe it plainly ap- 
pears, that as Chriſt's Goſpel is no Doctrine of 
Licentiouſneſs, ſo his Churches are no Stews 
for Sin, which, when indulg'd and wink'd at, 
becomes the Diſgrace of a Goſpel Church; 
and, unleſs repented of, will prove its Ruin. 


Perſons 
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Perſons cannot ſin at ſo cheap a Rate in 
Church Fellowſhip as out of it, being under 
ſtronger Ties or Obligations not to offend. 
Church Members, therefore, ſhould double 
their Watch againſt all Appearance of Evil; 
and act the wiſe, and not the fooliſh Part, 
which is to nip Sin in the Bud; and yield 
no Ground to the Devil, who, both as a roaring 


Lion, and as a crafty F or, frequents all our 
Church-Meetings. 


V. I ſhall next conſider the ordinary ſtand- 
ing Officers in this Houſe; and obſerve to 
you by whom they ſhould be choſe. 

Extraordinary Officers were of three Sorts, 


| Apoſtles, and Prophets, and Evangeliſts; 
1 Eph. iv. 11. And be gave ſome Apaſtles, and 
| ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts :. Of the 
; two firſt you read in that parallel Place, 1 Cer, 
| xii. 28. And God bath ſet ſome in the Church, 
| firſt Apoſtles, ſecondarily Prophets; where the 


Evangeliſts ſeem to be included under that of 
Prophets, as Paſtors are, in the ſame Place, 
under that of Teachers; thirdly Teachers. 
Which extraordinary Officers not being to 
continue in or among the Churches for a- 
ny long Space of Time, you have not their 

E. 2 Character 
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Character ſet down at large, as you have 
the Character of the ordinary ſtanding Of— 
ficers; which ordinary ſtanding Officers, 
that the Churches of Chrift might not be bur- 
den'd, but the Simplicity of the Goſpel in e- 
very Thing appear, and its Perfection above 
the Law, ſeem to be but of two Sorts, to wit, 
Paſtors and Deacons, Thele are deſcribed at 
large in that famous and very uſeful Chapter, 
the third of the firſt to Timotby; where we 
are told what they ought to be, and how they 
ought to act: In which Epiltle there is no men- 
tion made, or Character given of a third fort 
of Church Officers; and yet the Apoſtle is fo 


particular in that Chapter, as to direct how 


the Wives of Deacons ought to behave; and 
concludes it by telling Timothy, what his End 
in ſo doing was, ver. 15. Theſe T. hings 1 write 
unto thee, &c. that thou mayeſt know how thou 
og t to behave thy ſelf in the Houſe of God, 
which is the Church of the living God. To be 
ſare the Church at Philippi had in it but two 
Sorts of Officers, to wit, Biſhops and Dea- 
cons, that is, Paſtors and Deacons; for, as 
you will hear hereafter, Biſhops and Paſtors 
are ſynonymous Terms; Pbil. i. 1. Paul and 

Timoſbeus, the Servants of Jeſus Chriſt, to all 
| the 
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the Saints in Chriſt Jeſus which are at Phi- 
lippi, with the Biſhops and Deacons, | 
From all which this double Argument may 
be form'd, which, to me, is of great Force: 
It is but of two Sorts of ſtanding Officers that 
we have the Characters in Paul's Epiſtle writ 
to Timothy on purpoſe for his Inſtruct ion, that 
he might know how to ee! in a Church 
of Chriſt. 

And in fact, there were no more in the 
Church at Philippi than Paſtors and Deacons; 
] whence it ſeems evident, that no other Offi- 
| cers in a Church of Chriſt are of Divine Ap- 
| pointment. 
| Thus you ſee in a very few Words, who the 
ordinary ſtanding Officers in this Houſe are: 
Its extraordinary Officers were of three Sorts, 
firſt Apoſtles, then Prophets, then Evangeliſts ; 
and ordinary Officers are but of two Sorts, to 
wit, Paſtors and Deacons. 

Thus Gifts, as well as Officers, are of two 
Sorts, ordinary and extraordinary; as they 
are reckon'd up by the Apoſtle, in that noted 
Place, 1 Cor. xii. 28, &c. And God hath ſit 
ſome in the Church, firſk Apoſtles, ſecondarily 
A thirdly Teachers; after that Mira- 
es, Ld Gifts of Healings, Helps, Govern-- 
E.. i ments. 
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ments, Diverſities of Tongues. Are all Apo- 
files ? are all Prophets? are all Teachers ? 
are all Workers of Miracles? have all the 
Gifts of Healing? do all ſpeak with Tongues ? 
do all interpret? Now in explaining of this 
great Text, do but diſtinguiſh between what 
was extraordinary, both as to Officers and 
Gifts, and of Conſequence, in a ſhort Time 
to be laid aſide; and what was ordinary, and 
to be continued in and among the Churches ; 
and the whole Text will appear in the cleareſt 
Light. Apoſtles were extraordinary Officers, 
and their Government extraordinary, which. 
accordingly are laid aſide : And Prophets were 
to be continued but for a Time. Teachers or 
Paſtors are ordinary Officers; which accord- 
ingly are continued, Miracles, Gifts of Heal- 
ing, Diverſities of Tongues, with the Inter- 
preting of thoſe Tongues, were extraordinary 
Gifts, which, accordingly are ceaſed ; but the 
Spirit of Government and Order, with other 
Helps are not. 8 
This Place of Scripture, as it relates to Helps 
and Governments, deſerves further Enlarge- 
ment : Of which take the following Account. 
It ſeems to be an undeniable Matter of Fact, 
that as the Evangeliſts were extraordinary 


Helps 
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Helps to the Apoſtles; and ſuch as could in- 
terpret, Helps to thoſe who ſpoke in unknown 
Tongues, but could not; ſo Deacons were 
conſtant, ordinary Helps to the Paſtor, and 
to the Church, in taking Care of the Poor; 
and every gifted Brother an Help, in many 
Inſtances, to the Church to which he ny 
related. | 
And as for Governments, the beſt Account 
we meet with of this in Scripture, is 2 Pet. v. 
g. Likewiſe, ye Younger, ſubmit your ſelves unto 
the Elder; yea, all of you be ſubject one to a- 
nother, and be clothed with Humility, So that 
the Government of a Goſpel Church is not 
lodged with any excluſive of the reſt ; tho? the 
elder Brethren are uſually beſt qualified for it ; 
whoſe Advice and Counſel ought to be regard- 
ed, and in the firſt Place attended unto, ſo far 
as it agrees with the Word of God. Of theſe, 
it is highly probable, ſome were choſe and 
appointed by the Church, to attend ftatedly 
unto the Rule thereof, as Rom. xii. 8. He that 
ruleth with Diligence, ſeems to intimate: Theſe 
may be called, in a Way of Eminency, Ruling 
Elders; but may no more than the Paſtor 
lord it over God's Heritage, but, in ruling, 
be Examples unto the Flock: For, as the 
_ Paſtor's 
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Paſtor's Power is only miniſterial, and decla- 
rative of the Mind of Chriſt, who is King, as 
well as Prophet in his Churches, ſo is the Pow- 
er of Ruling Elders, or of ſuch who may be ſo 
called. 

To ſay, that there is not any one Sort of 
Government fixed by Chriſt, in and among 
his Churches, excluſive of all other, but that 
the Patriarchal, the Epiſcopal, the Preſpyteri- 
an, and the Congregational, are each, and all of 
them alike from Chrift, as in the State, the 
Powers that are, are equally and alike from God; 
whether Monarchical, Ariſtocratical, or De- 
mocratical, is to endanger this Houſe, by 
opening the Door of its Government ſo wide, 
that Antichriſt may creep in at it, even the 
Pope and his Cardinals. 

To be ſure, every Goſpel Church hath in it that 
which is Monarchical, Chriſt being Lord and 
King thereof: It hath alſo that which is Ariſto- 
cratical, the Government being lodg'd by 
Chriſt, principally, and 1n the firſt Place, with 
the elder Brethren : It hath alſo in it that 
which is Democratical, the Government of 
a Goſpel Church not being lodg'd by Chriſt 
in any, excluſive of the reſt; as hath been al- 
ready proved from 1. Pet. v. 5. Likewiſe, ye 

Zoung er, 
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Younger, be ſubjeft unto the Elder; Jea, all of 
you be ſubjett one to another. 

It is obſervable, that the Apoſtle, in repeat- 
ing, ver. 29. what he had deliver'd in the fore- 
going Verſe, makes no mention of either Helps, 
or of Governments ; by which he ſeems to in- 
timate, that all and every Member of a Goſ- 
pel Church, were Helps, at leaſt by Prayer, 
and ſhould be ſo by their exemplary Walk; 
and that the Government of a Goſpel Church 
was not lodg'd with any excluſive of the reſt: 
Otherwiſe he would have ſaid, Are all Helpers? 
Have all a Share in the Government of a Goſ- 
pel Church ? intimating thereby, that they had 
nor. 

And it is as obſervable, that he ſpeaks of 
Governments in the plural Number, to inti- 
mate the Independency of Goſpel Churches in 
Point of Government, that one Church depends 
not upon another; but as many Churches as 
there are in any Place, ſo many diſtinct ſpiri- 
tual Governments. 

Thus I have conſider'd the ordinary ſtand- 
ing Officers in this Houſe. I ſhall next con- 
ſider by whom they ought to be choſe. 

It would be ſtrange, if they to whom the 
Laws of the Land have way reſerved a Li- 

berty 
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berty of chooſing for themſelves, who ſhall 
be their Lawyer, or their Phyſician, ſhould . 
not, when in Church Fellowſhip, have reſer- 
ved to them, by the Laws of Chriſt, a Power 
to chooſe who ſhall be their Paſtor, or who 
ſhall take Care to diſtribute their charitable 
Contributions towards the Relief of Chrift's 


Poor. 


It is worthy of your Notice, and I menti- 
on it as an Introduction to what follows, 
that an extraordinary Officer being to be choſe 
at Jeruſalem, that is, an Apoſtle to ſupply the 
Place of Fudas : Had carnal Reaſon, or the 
Pride of Man been to dire&, to be ſure, the 
Brethren of the Church would not have been 
conſulted, but look*d upon as Perſons very unfit 
to have had any Hand in ſuch a Choice, but the 
eleven ſurviving Apoſtles, who then were all 
of them upon the Spot, would alone, and by 
themſelves have made the Choice. But did 
they once attempt any Thing of this Nature ? 
Was this their Conduct in ſo momentous and 
weighty an Affair? No verily, but juſt the 
contrary : Ads i. 15. And in thoſe Days Peter 
ſtood up in the midſt of the Diſciples, and ſaid, 
(the Number of the Names together were an 
bundred and twenty) Men and Brethren, &c. 

. Ver. 
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Ver. 21, Wherefore of theſe Men who have com- 
panied with us, all the Time that the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt went in and out among us, &c. 
muſt one be ordained to be a Witneſs with us 
of his Reſurrection; and they appointed two, 
Foſeph called Barſabas, and Matthias, Now 
the Officer to be choſe being extraordinary, 
the Lot is given forth, that the Hand of God 
might the more remarkably be ſeen therein; 
ver. 26. And they gave forth their Lots, and 
the Lot fell upon Matthias, and be was num- 
bred with the eleven Apoſtles. Obſerve, tho? 
the Choice was of an extraordinary Officer, 
even of an Apoſtle, and tho' the Choice was 
God's, yet he would have the People, and not 
the Apoſtles only have an Hand in it; they 

appointed two, of whom God choſe one. 
Thus when a new Office was to be erected 
in the ſame Church, that is, Deacons to be 
choſe, to take care of Chriſt's Poor ; all twelve 
of the Apoſtles were alive and preſent, and 
yet they did nothing by themſelves, tho? they 
were under a moſt plentiful Effuſion of the 
Spirit, ſo as to be able to make an infallible 
Choice, but calPd the Multitude of the Diſci- 
ples unto them; Ads vi. 12, &c. And in thoſe 
Days, when+the Number of the Diſciples was 
| | multi- 
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multiplied, there aroſe a Murmuring of the 
Grecians againſt the Hebrews, | becauſe their 
Widows were neglefted in their daily Miniftra- 
ion. Then the Twelve called the Multi. 
tude of the Diſciples unto them, and ſaid, It is 
not Reaſon that wwe ſhould leave the Word of 
God, and ſerve Fables; wherefore, Brethren, 
look ye out among you ſeven Men of honeſt Re- 
port, full of the Holy Ghoſt, and Wiſdom, 
avhom we may appoint over this Buſmeſs : Or, 
rather direct, for the Word ſignifies to con- 
duct, and is fo render'd, Ads xvii. 13. Now 
obſerve what follows, ver. 5. And the Saying 
pleaſed the whole Multitude ; and they choſe 
Stephen, &c, whom they ſet before the Apoſiles, 
and when they had prayed, they laid their 
Hands on them; whoſe Hands were full of 
the Holy Ghoſt in his extraordinary Gifts. 
Thus, Alis xiv. 23, Elders or Paſtors were 
_ conſtituted in every Church, by the Suffrages 
of the People: And when they had ordained 
them Elders in every Church; fo our Tranſla- 
tors render it; but the genuine Signification 
of the Greek Word is to conſtitute by the 
Suffrage of the People. Thus it is render'd 
by Eraſmus, and Bexa, and Diodate, and 
thoſe who tranſlated the Swizz, and the French, 

the 
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the Dutch, and even our Exgliſb Bibles, till a 
latter Correction, which leaves, out the Words 
by Election, as well as the marginal Notes, 
which affirm, that the Apoſtles did not thruſt 
Paſtors into the Church, thro' a lordly Supe- 


riority, but choſe and placed them by 8 


Voice of the Congregation. 

Fact alſo declares this as on the Houſe 
Tops: For there is no Inſtance in the three 
firſt Centuries, of any one being made à Bi- 
ſhop or Paſtor, except by the Election of the 
whole Church. In Rome it ſelf the People, 
for ſeveral Hundred Years, elected their Bi- 
ſhop; ſome ſay, to the Year eleven hundred 
and forty ſeven. 

I ſhall next conſider the Character and 
Work of theſe ordinary ſtanding Officers. 
Their Character you have at large, 1 Tim. iii. 
1, Sc. from whence their Office-Power, Work 
and Duty may, in a great Meaſure, be ſtrong- 
ly inferr'd. I ſhall begin with the Paſtor, 


Paſtors of Goſpel Churches are called by a 


great Variety of Names in the New Teſta- 
ment, all expreſſive of their Work and Office : 
2 Cor. vi. 4. they are called the Miniſters of 
God; But in all Things approving our ſelves 
a the Miniſters of God: Acts xx, 28, they 
BY | F are 
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are called Overſeers; Take heed therefore un- 
to your ſelves, and to all the Flock, over the 
vhich. the Holy Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers : 
1 Cor. iv. 2. they are called Stewards z  More- 


over, it is required in Stewards, that a Man 


be found faithful : Eph. iv. 11. they are 
called Teachers; And ſome Paſtors, and 
Teachers : 1 Pet. v. 1. they are called Elders; 
the Elders which are among you I exbort: 
Rev. i. 7. they are called Angels; The ſeven 
Stars are the Angels of the ſeven Churches: 
2 Cor. v. 20. they are called Chriſt's Ambal- 
fadors; Now then, we are Ambaſſadors for 
Chriſt, es tho God did beſerch you by us; we 
pray you, in Chriſs ſtend; and 1 Tim, iii. 1. 
they are called Biſhops, or Overſeers; I any 
Man deſireth, the Office of a Biſhop, be defireth. 
a good N or: A good Work indeed, Tor there 
can be no better Employment on this Side of 
Glory. Was an Angel to be incarnate, I am 
apt to think, the Employ; he would chuſe, 


and prefer before all other, would be to an 


che Goſpel. vs Fi F 
Whoſe Character is ſet das at 0 
«er, 2, &c. A Biſhop then muſt be: Plameleſi. 


This Part of bis Chatacter was well expteſd 


ae Law, 6. the Snuffers being of pure 
ss 8 Gold, 
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Gold, Exod. xxxvii. 2, 3. The Husbant of 
one Wife : Polygamy prevailing among the 
Gentiles before the ſpreading of the Goſpel, 
as it doth at this Day in Turkey, and elſewhere. 

Vigilant ; in Oppoſition to thoſe Drones, of 
whom you read, 1/az. lvii. 10. His Watchmen 
are blind, &c. ſleeping, lying down, loving to 
ſiumber, Sober; in Oppoſition to all Exceſs. 
of Riot, ſo much practis'd among the Gen- 

tiles. Of good, or modeſt Bebavicur; and not 
like thofe whoſe Brow was Braſs, and their 
Neck an Iron Sinew, Iſai. xlviii. 4. Given to 
Hoſpitality : A plain Intimation that Churches 
are not to ſtarve their Miniſters, who are to 
entertain and relieve others. Apt to teach; and 

not like thoſe: dumb Dogs before mentioned; 
His Watchmen are blind, they are all ignorant, 
they are dumb Dogs that cannot bark : Worry, 
and bite the Sheep they could; but could not 
bark, either to defend the Flock, or to give 

Warning. The Goſpel containsTidings too good 
and too great to be buried in Silence. Not given 
10 Wine; in Oppoſition to the ſame Herd of 
falſe Prophets, but now mentioned, who were 
Wine-Bibbers, as well as Drones; ver. 12. 

Come ye, ſay they, I will fetch Wine, and we 

will fill eur ſelves with ftrong drink; and To- 

A : F 2 : morrow 
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morrow ſball be uf this Day, aud much more 
abundant. No Striter: The Goſpell of Peace 
ſhould be preach'd by P eace- Makers, and not 
by Peace- Breakers: Men of a wrangling, tur- 
bulent Spirit, are more fit to be Satarr's He- 
ralds, than Chriſt's Ambaſſadors. . Net greedy. 
of filthy Lucre +. The Steps of Judas, and of 
Demas, are carefully to be avoided. by ſuch as 
bring the glad Tidings of the rich and enrich- 
ing Goſpel: But Patient: For ſuch will, a- 
bove all Men, have their Patience tried, by 
peeviſh Saints, as well as by obſtinate Sinners. 
Not a. Brawler : As the Noiſe of Axes and 
of Hammers was not to be heard in the Tem- 
ple; ſo the more ungrateful Noiſe: of. Quatels! 
ling and Brawling, ſnould not be heard in 2 
Church of Chriſt. Not Covetous; leſt wich 
Antichriſt the Truth ſhould be betrayedy and 
the Souls of Men bought and fold. O bat 
ruleth, or ordereth well his own Houſe, baving 
his Children in Subjection 'with all Gravity. 
For which he gives this very good Reaſon, 
ver. g. For if a Man know nos how to rule, 
or order, his own Houſe, | how ſpall be tal 
care f tbe Church of God? In all which, there. 
is not one Expreſſion that favours a Loerding 
it over the Flock. The Word here /render'® 

2 Biſhop 
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Biſhop properly ſignifies an Overſeer; which 
hath much of the Watchman, but nothing of 
the Tyrant in it. Not a Novice; or one new- 
ly come to the Faith: For which he gives the 
following Reaſon z Left being lifted up with 
Pride, he fall into the Condemnation of the 
Devil. As weak Heads are apt to grow gid- 
dy, if lifted up on high; ſo young Hearts, tho? 
truly gracious, are apt to be puffed up, if cal- 
led too ſoon to the higheſt Poſt of Service in 
a Church of Chriſt. Not but the Grace of 
God can prevent ſuch an Abuſe, as it did in 
young Timothy. Moreover, he muſt have @ 
good Report of them that are without; be well 
reported of by his Neighbours, as well as by 
his Brethren 3 for which he gives this good 
Reaſon; Leſt he fall into Reproach, and the 
Snare of the Devil; and ſo the Church be bla- 
med for chuſing, as well as the Perſon choſe 
deſpiſed z which will be of Advantage unte- 
Satan, in laying Snares for ſuch a Church, and 
tor ſuch a Paſtor. Till I come, give Atten- 
dance to Reading: Which principally reſpects 
the Scriptures ; but, I humbly conceive, not 
only, but takes in other uſeful Parts of Study. 
For the Teachings of God, or the Anointing; 
of bas Spirit, exclude not the Uſe of: Means, 
| Ss ſuch 
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ſuch as the Inflrattions' of good and learned 
Men: For we read of the Schools of the Pro- 
phets under the Old Teſtament; and that the 
Apoſtle Paul was himſelf brought up at the 
Feet of Gomaliel, a Doctor of Law; | whoſe 
Learning was of ſingular uſe to him, when 
ſanctified. As Grace and Gifts are not to be 
{et at Variance, but the one made to ſubſerve 
the other; fo ſhould all human Literature be 
made to miniſter unto Grace; without which, 
Learning alone, and by it ſelf, can no more 
make a Goſpel Miniſter, than fine Cloaths, 
er Trappings can make a good General. 
They who run down Learning in the groſs, 
and without any Reſtriction, forget chat the 
Bible was not writ in Engliſb, but in the learn- 
ed Lang-iages of Hebrew and Greet; and 
that to learned Men our Engliſh Tranſlation of 
the Book of Books is owing : Alſo to Men 
verfd in the Jewiſh Antiquities we owe the 
explaining of ſeveral Texts, eſpecially in the 
Old Teſtament, Neither is the Book of Na- 
ture to be deſpiſed or neglected, by ſuch as 
ſtudy the Scriptures; do but give the Goſpel 
the Preference: Let the Truth as it is in Jeſus 
be Miſtreſs, and other Parts of uſeful Know- 
ledge miniſter unto it, and all is well: The 
2 more 
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more knowing the People, as well as the Pa- 
ſtor are, the better: Ignorance hath for Ages 
paſt, been found to be the Mother of Superſti- 
tion; ſo far is it from promoting true Devo- 
tion: Churches of Chriſt ſhould no more re- 
ſemble Antichriſt in Point of Darkneſs, than 
in Point of Tyranny. 
Neglect not theGift that is in thee: His extra- 
ordinary Talents were no more to be hid in a 
Napkin, than ordinary Parts and Abilities are. 
Meditate upon theſe Things, give thy ſelf cobolly 
to them; that thy Profiting may appear unto all- 
An hard Student can not be better deſcribed 
than in theſe Words. Thus you ſee what Sort 
of Perſons Paſtors of Churches ought to be. 
As Church Members ſhould be the Excellent 
of the Earth; ſo Paſtors ſhould be ſuch as ex- 
cel among the Saints, we 
And next to them the Deacons; whoſa 
Character is ſet down at large by the ſame A po- 
ſtle, 11 the ſame Chapter; ver. 8, &c. Likewiſe 
muſt the Deacons be grave: The Majeſty of the 
Lord ſhould be upon them, as well as on the 
Paſtor ; indeed, it ſhould be upon all in 
Church Fellowſhip : The gay and- flaſhy: Part 
ill becomes the Followers of the Lamb; who, 
as they ſhould be cheerful, and not ſad; o- 


bliging 
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bliging and not ſour and moroſe; ſo they 
ſhould be grave, and not vain and frothy. 
Not double-tongued; ſuch a Tongue as ill be- 
comes a gracious Heart, as a cloven Foot 
would a Man. To ſpeak well of People before 
their Faces, and ill of them behind their Backs, 
is to expoſe your ſelves to that dreadful Threat- 
ning denounced againſt the falſe Tongue, Pſal. 
cxx. 3. What ſhall be given unto thee? Or, 
what ſhall be done unto thee, thou falſe Tongue ? 
Sharp Arrows of the Mighty, with Coals of 
Juniper. Not given tg much Wine: No, Wine 
is a Scoffer, and ſtrong Drink is raging : It 
puts ſuch as are given unto it, upon Scoffing; 
now Scoffers are no ways fit to take Care of 
Chriſt's Poor. Not greedy of filthy Lucre; leſt 
they wrong the Church, and pilfer from Chriſt's 
Poor. Holding the Myſtery of the Faith, 
that is, the Goſpel, in a pure Conſcience : 
For how unfit are muſty ſtinking Veſſels to be 
filled with the beſt of Wine? Thus Conſci- 
ences defiPd by indulging any known Sin, are 
no ways fit to miniſter in ſuch holy Things 
as thoſe of the Goſpel. And let theſe alſo firſt 
be proved; then let them uſe the Office of a 
Deacon, being found blameleſs. Look, as they 
who make haſte to be rich, are ſeldom found 
JEET innocent, 
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innocent, but wake uſe of indirect: Ways, and. 
ſintul· Practices; ſo they who make haſte to 
be. either Paſtors or Deacons, are ſeldom found 
to: be fit for thoſe Poſts of Service; or com- 
fottably and to Edification to fill them up. 
The Fruit in your Gardens requires Time, 
to ripen it; and ſo do all the Poſts of Ser- 
vice in this Houſe, to! be well, and as they; - 
ought, filbd up. Let the Deacons be the Husbands. 
of one Wife ; ruling, or ordering their Chile. 
drew, and their own Houſes well: For, if their 
own Families, which are more immediately 
the Objects of their Care, are not duly took 
Care of; how ſhall ſuch take Care, as ey 
ought; of Chriſt's Poor? They who neglect their 
oyn!Famikes, wilt much more negle& Chriſen 
Poor. The Miniſter's Table, as well as the: 
Backs and Bellies of Chriſt's Poor muſt ſuffer, 
where ſuch Drones are in Office. | Thus n 
for their Character. r 
Lſhall, Niſt, conſider tho Paſtors t or. 
what it is that ae; nes nn 
unto... : * Vio N % n 
1. Paſtors would not five their Eyed: 
ſo ſlumber over the Flock; that is, take lit- 
tle or no Notice of their Wants or of their 
rumen. a Whether "their Souls are in chriz 
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ving Circumſtances, or decline. If they ſhould 
thus act, why are they called Watchmen? 
24ly. Paſtors ſhould not run from, when 
the Wolf comes, and forſake the Flock. Thus 
to act, is made by Chriſt the Mark, not of a 
Paſtor, but of an Hireling, Jobn x. 12. 
34ly. Paſtors ſhould not fleece the Flock, 
This would be to take the Over-Sight of the 
Flock for filthy Lucre ſake, contrary to the 
Apoſtle's Exhortation, 1 Fal. v, 2 WE 
4thly. Paſtors ſhould not feed themſelyes, 
and ſtarve the Flock. We read of ſuch, Ezek. 
xxxiv. 2. but they are to be avoided, ad 
not imitated. 
_ __ 5thly, Paſtors ſhould not lads: the Truth, 5 
and ſo expoſe the Flock; but be firſt and for- : 
wardeſt in defending it. Thus the Apoſtle 
Paul ated, Gal. ii. 5. To whom we gave Place 
by Subjection; no not for an Hour, that the | 
Truth of the Goſpel might continue with , you. ö 
|  6thly, Paſtors ſhould not lay Snares for, 
nor watch for the Haltings of any of the Flock : 
Thus to act is below a Man, and much more | 
a Chriſtian, but moſt of all a Paſtor. _ 
_7thly. Paſtors ſhould not trample upon the 5 
Privileges, nor lord it over the Flock; but 
bleſs Goll f for the Liberty wherewith he hath _ 
| made 
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nde his People free, and carefully 2 it, 
and not lord it, 1 Pet. v. 2. 4 

"'8hly. Paſtors ſhould not hide any Part of | 
the Will of God, as it relates either to Doc- 
trine, Worſhip or Diſcipline, from the Flock. 
Thus the Apoſtle Paul did not ſhun to de- 
clare unto the Saints, the whole Counſel of 
God, Acts xx. 27. | 

 gthly. Paſtors ſhould not ſide with the Rich 
againſt the Poor of the Flock ; but do every 
Thing without Partiality; 1 Tim, v. 2 1. Do- 
ing nothing by Partiality. 

' 10thly. Paſtors ſhould not make 88 or 
ſow the Seed of Diviſion and Diſcord among 
the Flock; but endeavour to keep the Unity 
of the Spirit, in the Bond of Peace. | 

11:hly. Paſtors ſhould not ſow Pillows un- 
der the Arm-Holes of any of the Flock; nor 
daub with untemper'd Mortar. This is repri- © 
manded, EZzek. xiu. 18. and therefore ſhould 
not be practiſed. 1 

1 2thly, Paſtors are not to be as a Trap 5 . T 
a Snare, in ſetting a bad Example to any of 
the Flock; but to be a Pattern to them in all 
that is praiſe-worthy and —_— 

1 3tbly. Paſtors ſhould not backbite, nar 7" 
much as readily receive an evil Report — . 
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any of the Flock 5 but cover, as much as may 


be, the Failures of the Flock, endeavouring to 


mend, and not expoſe what may be amiß, 
Look, as the Reputation of Church Member; 


ſhould be very dear to all in Church Fellow 
ſhip, ſo more eſpecially unto the Paſtor. 

14:hly, Paſtors are not to diſtreſs or worry 
the Flock ; but to ſhelter all x they are able, 
and defend them. 

15/hly, Paſtors are not to wel tiers, 
nor of Men to ſeek Glory, but Chriſt Jeſus 
the Lord; and to ſeek the Glory chat comes 
from God. 0 

167 hly. Paſtors are to do aaläg haſtily, 
hand over head. This 1s expreſly forbid, 
1 Tim. v. 22. Lay Hands ſuddenly on no Man, 


| By which it looks as if 'Hands were laid on 


thoſe they received into Church Fellowſhip. 
171. Paſtors ſhould give no Offence in a- 
ny Thing, that the - Miniſtry be not -blamed; 
2 Cor. vi. 3. Giving no Offence in any ＋. bung, 
that the Miniſtry be not blamed. 
18/ Ely. Paſtors are not in any one Article, 
1ſt. To corrupt the Word. Nor, 
2dly. Deceitfully to handle it. Nor, 
zdly. To add any Thing unto it: Of which 


| they are but the Stewards, and not the Authors. 


19/0. 
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19thly. Paſtors ſhould not ie Braw lers, nor 
Railers, nor Buſy-Bodies. This would be to 
imitate the Emiſſaries of Rome; not the Ser- 
vants of Jeſus Chriſt. 

20:bly, Paſtors ſhould not entangle themſelves 
with the Affairs of the World, nor with 
the ſecular Affairs of the Church; but remem- 
ber the Apoſtle's Word of Advice to young 
Timothy, 2 Tim. ii. 4. No Man that warreth 
entangleth himſelf with the Aﬀairs of this 
Life. 

2 U,. Paſtors ſhould not drive and worry 
the Flock. They who are of Fehu's Spirit and 
indulge it; are no ways fit to feed Chriſt's Sheep, 
who will follow but not drive. 

How then ſhould Paſtors carry it towards 
the Flock ? 

I. Paſtors ſhould feed the Flock, not with 
Huſks, nor with Traſh, and leaſt of all with 
Hemlock and Wormwood ; but with Know- 
ledge and Underſtanding : Fer. iii. 15, I will 
give you Paſtors according io mine Heart, 
which. ſball feed you with Knowledge aud — 
Underſtanding. 

addy. Paſtors ſhould guide and conduct 4 
Flock, more eſpecially in teaching them, as 
they have received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, 

G o 
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ſo to walk in him. To direct the Flock in. 
to, and to keep them in the Paths of Truth 
and of Duty, ſhould be the great Care of all 
Paſtors. 
340%. Paſtors ſhould watch for, and over 

the Flock : Heb. xiii. 17. Obey them that have 
the Rule over you; ſo we render it; but it 
may better be render'd, that guide you; and 

ſubmit your ſelves; for they watch for your 
Souls, as they that muſt give an Account, The 
Watch and Overſight of the Flock is com- 
mitted unto them; 1 Pet. v. 2. Taking the 
Over/ight thereof, not or Conſtraint but wil. 
lingly. | 

4thly. Paſtors dents. warn the Flock, ol 

Danger from Men, both from Perſecutors and 
from Hereticks ; of Danger from Satan, from 

his golden Hooks, and from his fiery Darts; of 
Danger from the World, from its Smiles, as 
well as from its Frowns; and of Danger fing 
their own Hearts and Corruptions. oy 
Stbly. Paſtors ſhould adminiſter the Seal 
unto the Flock, ſuch as in and the Lord' 
Supper. 

| Gubhy. Paſtors ſhould watch unto 8 ſr 
the Flock; Adds vi. 4. But we will give our 
| lelres continually unto Prayer. 


300 
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-!hly. Paſtors ſhould bleſs the Flock. Thus 
Chriſt the chief Shepherd, whilſt bleſſing the 
Flock, was taken from them; Luke xxiv. 51. 
And it came to paſs, while he bleſſed them; 
he was parted from them, and carried up into 
Heaven. 

8:bly. Paſtors ſhould pity, and bear with, 
and forbear the Flock, and carry it meekly 
and gently towards them; 1 Thefſ. ii. 7. But 
we were gentle among you, even as 4 Nurſe 
cheriſbeth her Children. 

9:hly. Paſtors ſhould keep up a good Opi- 
nion of, and have an high Eſtecm of the 
Flock; and not call themſelves alone, but the 
People alſo, the Lord's Inheritance, or Clcr- 
oy; as they are expreſly call'd, 1 Pez. v. 2. 
Neither as being Lords over Goa's Heritage, 67 
Clergy. © 

| 10thly, Paſtors ſhould ſet a good Example 
unto the Flock; 1 Tim. iv. 12. Be thou an 
Example of the Believers, in Word, in Con- 
verſation, in arg, in « tt in re in 
Purity. 

11:hly, Paſtors ſhould ſuit their Diſcourſes 
to the ſeveral Capacities and Circumſtances of 
the Flock. Thus the Apoſtle Paul fed with 
CET 20 1 Milk 
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Milk ſuch as were Babes, and with ſtrong 
Meat ſuch as were Men; 1 Cor. iii. 2. | 
In a Word, Paſtors ſhould in all Things 

approve themſelves the Miniſters of God; 
2 Cor. vi. 4, &c. But in all Things approving 
our ſclve: the Minifters of Chriſt, in much Pati- 
- ence, in Afﬀiitions, in Neceſſities, in Diſtreſſes, in 
S17:iper, in Impriſouments, in Tumults, in La- 
ours, in WWatchings,. in Faſtings, by Pureneſs, 
ey Krowledge, by Long-Suffering, by Kindneſs, 

iy the Holy Gheſt, by Love unfeigned, &c. 

1/7, From all which it follows, that as they 
who defire the Office of a Paſtor, defire a good 
Work, ſo a very hard and difficult one; too 
bard for any to perform without the Help 'of 
Chriſt; whoſe Promiſe to be with ſuch unto 
the End of the World, cannot be too oft 
ought of, nor too much pleaded ; as by 
ihe Paſtor for himſelf, ſo by the Church for 
its Paſtor, 

24ly, Hence learn the. Need your Paſtors i 
ſtand in of your Prayers. Brethren, pray for ii 
:15, 1 Theſſ. v. 25. is therefore recorded, that 
Churches may be encourag'd to pray for their 
Paſtors; and Paſtors put in Mind to defire, 
and aſk their Prayers. When a praying 
Church 
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Church and a praying Paſtor meet, the Work 
of the Lord uſually proſpers. 

34ly. Hence learn the Need your Paſtors 
have of your Countenance and Encouragement. 
Do every thing to ſtrengthen, but nothing to 
weaken their Hands. Depend upon it, God 
will write bitter Things againſt ſuch as endea- 
vour to ſadden the Paſtor's Heart. 

I ſhall next ſay ſomething concerning the 
Office or Duty of Deacons ; who are Helps 
in more reſpects than one, even in many In- 
ſtances. As, 

I. They help the Church in Temporals, 
beyond what the Paſtor can, or ought to do. 
To go to the Paſtor for Advice in Temporal:, 
is to put him upon acting without or beyond 
his Line; but to go to an able, faithful 
Deacon, for Advice in ſuch Caſcs, is to act às 
Chriſt would have you. Such as run to the 
Paſtor for Advice in Temporals, may expect. 
a Rebuke; but ſuch as go to the Deacons, 
may expect to be both guided and ſucceeded. 
2aly, They are to take Care of the Churches 
Stock, that it be carefully preſerved, and faith - 
iully employed to the Ends for which it is 
given, and not ſpent, as it is in many Pariſhes, 
in Gluttony and Drunkenneſs, Bleſſed be God, 
G3 Diſſtnters 
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Diſſenters do not copy after the Church of En- 
gland in this Particular, and may they never 
do it. 
"gdly, They are to take Care that the Churches 

Contributions are ſuch as they ought to be. 
In order to which, they ſhould ſet a good Ex- 
ample themſelves, encourage the Liberal, and 
in Meelcneſs reprove the Strait- handed; whoſe 
Reproofs are an Ordinance of God, which he 
will certainly own and bleſs. 

4thly. They are to take Care of the Table 
of the Lord, that the Bread and Wine be ſuch 
as it ought to be, 

5thly. They are to take Care of the Mini- 


ſter's Table, that he and his may want no- 


thing; remembring how worthy the Labour- 
cr is of his Hire; and that fuch as are taught 
thould communicate unto him that teacheth in 
all good Things; Gal. vi. 6. Let him that i 
taught in the Word communicate unto, &c. 
Ch. They are to take Care of all Chriſt's 
 Pcor ; that they have what is fitting both for 
Food and Raiment, with other Neceſſaries of 
Life. Wo to ſuch Churches and Deacons as 
Itarve Chriſt's Poor. Should not the Devil's 
Poor be ſtarved, much leſs ſhould Chriſt's. 


2 7thly, 


8 k 
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thy. They are to viſit the Poor, and to ; 
pray with them, when need ſo requires, as well 
as for them, but not excluſive of other Mem- 
bers. It is a moſt uſeful Word, but little 
practis'd, Fam. v. 14. 1s any ſick among you, 
let him call for the Elders of the Church, and: 
let them pray over him, &c. and the Prayer of 
Faith ſhall ſave the Sick, and the Lord © ſhall 
raiſe him up, and if he have committed Sins, 
they ſhall be forgiven him. 

Sthly. They are to take all the Care they 
can, that Covetouſneſs and Prodigality have 
neither of them any room in a Church of Chriſt, 
Theſe are two Extreams carefully to be avoid- 
ed in a Church of Chriſt: Chriſt's Followers 
ſhould guide their Affairs with ſo much Diſcre- 
tion, as to avoid each of theſe Extreams. 

hy. They ſhould pray that the Rich may 
have a bountiful Eye, and a liberal Hand, and 
the Poor a contented Heart: For when ſuch 
rich, and ſuch poor Ones meet together i in a 
Church of Chriſt, how ſweetly do they live tos, 55 
gether! 

10th. Their Prayers for the Church ſhould 
be, that God would bleſs it in its Baſket and 
in its Store; that there may be Bread for the 
Eater, and Seed for the Sower. The Prayers 

I of 
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of all and every Member is God's Ordinance, 
for the bringing down of temporal Bleſſings 
on a Church of Chriſt; but the Prayers of 
the Deacons are fo in an eſpecial Manner, 

x 1thly. They alſo ſhould be Examples un- 
to the Flock, in their Perſons, Wives and 
Children. 

12thly, They ſhould no more be ſharp than 
double-tongued ; neither ſhould they be ftrait- 
handed, nor hard-hearted ; nor given to much 
Wine; but Lovers of Hoſpitality as well as 
the Paſtor: And the apter ſuch are to teach, 
and to comfort, and to reprove, the better. 

1 3thly, Deacons ſhould not flight Chriſt's 
Poor ; but remember whoſe Poor they are, 
and how they are eſteem'd and honour'd by 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; who in his Eye, are 
ſome of the Excellent of the Earth. Nor, 

14thly. Should they ſnub or grieve Chrift's 


Poor; for by ſo doing they would grieve 
Chriſt's Spirit, Nor, 


- 15thly, Should they pinch ond Sack them, 
but take care they have ſuch Things as are 
convenient; remembring how hberally, Poor 
as well as Rich are provided for in the Goſ- 


pel. 
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16zbly. The Deacons ſhould not miſrepre- 
ſent Chriſt's Poor, either to the Paſtor, or to 
the Rich. Nor, 
- 15thly, Act partially towards Chriſt's Poor, 
taking Care of ſome, with the Neglect of o- 
thers; but remember they are dear alike un- 
to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Pity and ſympathize 
with them ; ſo as to help bear their Burdens, 
and as much as may be encourage their Faith 
and Patience, 

An Inference or two, and I have done. As, 

1/#, Hence learn that your Deacons need 
Prayer, as well as the Paftor : Whoſe Office, 
as it is uſeful and difficult, fo it is honourable ; 
and when filled up as it ought to be, it brings 
down a Bleſſing upon the whole Church: The 
Rich are the better as well as the Poor for: 
faithful Deacons, | . 

To conclude, as eareful diligent Deacons, 
whoſe Hearts are engag' d in their Work and 
Office, bring down, moſt remarkably, a Blef- 
ſing upon themſelves and Families; ſo careleſs 
Deacons, who regard the Honour more than the 
Duty of their Office, and take little or no Pains 
in the Diſcharge of their Truſt, are ſooner or 
later attended with a Blaſt ; and it's generally 
very fad one, and reaches their Families as 
: well 
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well as themſelves; their Children ſmart for 
their Careleſſneſs. 


VI. I ſhall next produce the Keys of this 
Houſe, that is, of Goſpel Churches. 
Theſe are originally from the Father, who, 
as he hath put all Power in Heaven and on 
Earth into the Mediator's Hand, and commit- 
ted all Judgment unto him, ſo the Keys of 
the Church are primarily, and in a glorious 
Senſe, lodg'd with Chriſt, who hath the Keys 
of David, and of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
as well as of Death and of Hell: Who opens 
and none can ſhut, and ſhuts ſo as none can open: 
Who hath not parted with theſe Keys to any 
Man, or Set of Men upon Earth, to be uſed and 
managed by them, according to their lordly Wills 
and unruly Paſſions ; but hath intruſted them 
to be managed by every Goſpel Church, ac- 
cording to the Rule of his Word, in Admiſ- 
ſions, Elections, and Cenfures, in which, the 
Uſe of the Keys conſiſts. 
The Apoſtle Paul, by comparing a parti. 
cular Congregational Church, ſuch as was at 
Rome and at Corinth, unto the Body of a Man, 
Rom. xii. and 1 Cor. xii. ſufficiently intimates, 
that as the Body 'of a Man, being entire and 
ſound, 


. 
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ſound, hath compleat Power within it ſelf for 
all bodily Actions, and a Power over it ſelf, 
to purge out of it ſelf malignant Humours, 
when found therein; ſo a particular Church, 
being coinpleatly organized and influenced by 
the Spirit of Chriſt, maketh Increaſe of the 
Body, unto the edifying of it ſelf in Love, 
without the Influence of any Juriſdiction out 
of it ſelf z as having ſufficient Power in it ſelf 


out the Intervention of foreign Juriſdiction o- 
ver them. | 
Particular Churches, as I humbly conceive, 
| may no more give up the Government of them- 
ſelves to Paſtors and other Officers of ſundry 
Churches combined together, to govern them 
in their proper Affairs, ſuch as the Admiſſion 
of Members, Election of Officers, Adminiſtra- 


tion of Cenſures, than Heads of Families may 


yield up their Family Government over their 
Wives, Children and Servants, to rule them 


in Common with other Maſters of Families. 


Would the latter breed Confuſion, and be at- 
tended with many Inconveniencics, and muſt 


not the former? Was the latter never practiſed, 


and why ſhould the former? 


Whence 


to caſt out vicious and hurtful Members, with- 
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- Whence to me it is plain, that a particular 
Congregational Church is the higheſt Eccleſi- 
aſtical Tribunal under Chriſt, in its own Mat- 
ters or Affairs. Which breaks not in upon the 
Communion of Churches, in adviſing with, and 
calling in the friendly Help of Siſter Churches; 
but rather promotes and eſtabliſhes it, by pre- 
venting both Anarchy and Tyranny. | 

Look, as the Communion of neighbouring 


Families, interferes not with the compleat Go- 


vernment of ſeveral Families within themſelves 
reſpectively, in Things properly domeſtical: 
And as Communion among Kingdoms and 
Common-wealths, hindreth not the Entireneſs 
of Juriſdiction in each Kingdom and Com- 
mon- wealth within it ſelf, in its proper 
Concernments; ſo it is in the Communion of 
Churches. LOR 

Church Communion muſt be only in a way 
of brotherly Aſſociation, for mutual Helpful- 
neſs in Matters that call for Help; but not 
in a way of Subordination or Subjection of one 
Church, tho? never fo ſmall, unto another, or 
to the Elders of ſeveral Churches aſſembled to- 
gether : For the Keys are given by Chriſt him- 
felf to every Goſpel Church, Matib. xviii. 18. 
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on Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven ; and what- 
ſoever ye ſhall looſe on Earth, ſhall be looſed in 
Heaven : That theſe Words belong equally and 
alike to all Goſpel Churches, ſeems to be a- 
bundantly evident from the three preceding 
| Verſes, Moreover, if thy Brother ſhall treſpaſs 
againſt thee, by which Appellation it is plain, 
| Chriſt had in his Eye, and upon his Heart, Be- 
lievers when in Church Fellowſhip, go and tell 
him his Fault between thee and him alone: If 
be ſpall bear thee, thou haſt gained thy Brother. 
But if he will not bear thee, then take with 
thee one or iwo more, that in the Mouth of 
two or three Witneſſes, every Word may be eſta- 
bliſhed. And if he ball neglect to hear them, 
tell it unto the Church : But if be neglect 19 
hear the Church, let him be unto thee as an 
Heathen Man and à Publican, Then follow 
thoſe moſt remarkable Words, Yerily, 1 ſay unto, 
you, Whatſoever ye ſhall bind on Earth, ſhall Ny 
bound in Heaven: And whatſoever ye ſhall looſe 
on Earth, ſball be looſed in Heaven. On which 
plain Words, to put any other Senſe than 
what is obvious, is to do Violence unto the 
Text. Who that reads them with an unpre- 
Judic'd Mind, e think of a Church Re- 

H Preſentative, 


! 
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preſentative, ſuch as is at Rome, and elſewhere, 
of which there is neither Inſtance, nor abou: 
it any Direction, nor to it any Promiſe made 
in Scripture? This, to be ſure, is a vaſt 
Power, or Privilege, which far exceeds that 
of Elias, of which you read, Jam. v. 17, 18, 
Elias was a Man ſubject to like Paſſions, and 
he prayed earneſtly that it might not rain: 
And it rained not on the Earth, by the Space 
of three Years and ſix Months. And he prayed 
again, and the Heaven gave Rain, and the 

Earth brought forth her Fruit, This was 
great Honour put upon the Lord's Prophet; 

but the Promiſe juſt quoted, puts greater Ho- 

- nour upon the Lord's People, or on the Churches 
of Chriſt ; which is repeated to them, as a 

Church, by a riſen Jeſus, John xx. 19. Then 

the ſame Day at Evening, being the firſt Day 

of the Wee, when the Doors were ſhut, where 
the Diſciples were aſſemiled for fear of the 

Pers, came Feſus, and ſtood in the midſt, and 

ſaith unto them, Peace be unto you, &c, who 
concludes his ſhort, but ſweet Diſcourſe, with 

thoſe remarkable Words, ver. 23. M boſe jo- 

ever Sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; 

and whoſe ſoever Sins ye retain, they are re- 

— a Tained. 
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tained, And as for the ſame Promiſe being 
made to Peter, Matth. xvi. 19. it was made 
to him, as ſpeaking in the Name, and an- 
ſwering for the reſt of the Apoſtles, and ſo 
repreſenting them, who being extraordinary 
Officers, who were to plant Goſpel Churches, 
as well as to preach the Goſpel, ſtood in need 
| of ſuch a Power, Accordingly you read of 
the Apoſtle Paul's exerting of it, 1 Tim. i. 20. 
Of whom is Hymeneus, and Alexander, whom 
I have deliver'd unto Satan, that they may 
learn not to blaſpheme. It is likely the Church 
to which they ſtood related, was over-aw*d by 
them, or negleCted to do their Duty - the A- 
poſtle, therefore, took the Flock into his own 
Hand. So we read, of a like Caſe, 3 John 9. 
I wrote unto the Church; but Diotrephes, who 
loveth to have the Preheminence among them, 
recerveth us not. 

Now in diſcourſing of theſe powerſul Keys, 
which he, who hath all Power in Heaven and 
on Earth, hath promig'd thus to own, I ſhould 
do three Things. 

Firft, Prove that the Power of Admiſtion 
belongs to the Church ; that it is the Church 
that is to Judge of the Fitneſs, or the Unfitneſs 
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of Perſons to be Members, and accordingly, 
by its Paſtor receives them ; be it to full, or 
only to occaſional Communion. | 

Secondly, That to the Church belongs the 
Power of binding and looſing in Point of 
Cenſures. s 

Thirdly, That to the Church belong the 
Keys of chooſing, and ſo ſetting into Office. 
_ Firſt, That the Power of Admiſſions be- 
longs unto the Church, may be prov'd by the 
ſollowing Conſiderations. As, 

1. The Nature of the Thing ſeems to re- 
quire it. For if it be thus with Civil Societies, 
much more ought it to be ſo in Religious, 
waere the Glory of Chriſt, and the Good of 
Souls, are more nearly concern'd. Thus, here 
in England, no Man can be naturalized with- 
out an Act of Parliament; the People of En- 
gland, by their Repreſentatives, muſt do it: 
Now Churches of Chritt, having no Repre- 
ſentatives, that we read of in Scripture, they 
muſt do it themſelves by their Paſtor, or in 
Caſe they are without a Paſtor, by one ap- 
pointed by the Church to that End. 

2dly, The Conveniency and Safety of the 
Church call for it. For, is it not convenient, 

— 22 that 
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that the Members of Churches ſhould be 
known to one another, as well as to the Pa- 
ſtor, and not be receiv'd incognito, as it were? 
And is it not for the Safety of the Church alſo, 
as being the beſt way to keep Wolves in Sheep's 
cloathing from entring? What ſaith Solomon, 
Prov. xi. 14. In a Multitude of Counſellors 
there is Safety. | 

34ly. It is alſo greatly for Edification. For 
hereby the whole Church is encourag'd and 
edified, by obſerving how God is pleaſed to 
own its Miniſtry, and to enlarge its Coaſt, by 
adding to it ſuch as ſhall be ſaved: The Judg- 
ments alſo of younger Brethren are hereby ri- 
pened, and improved, being call'd to judge 
for Chriſt ; and every Member in the Church 
finds himſelf to be of ſome Significancy, and 
not to ſtand for Cyphers, as ſome Men would 
have them. 

4thly. The Watch of the Church makes it 
neceſſary : For being to watch over one ano- 
ther, we are not to be Strangers one to ano- 
ther; but the more we know of one another's 
Perſons, and Characters, and Circumſtances, 
the better, 


'- 3 5thly, 
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. 5thly. The Communion of the Saints calls 
for it; which is maintain'd more comforta- 
bly, and carried on the more to Edification, 
the better Church Members are acquainted one 
with another ; for how ſhall we bear one ano- 
ther upon our Hearts before God, if we hard- 
ly know one another ? Or, how ſhall we bear 
one another's Burdens ? Or, how ſhall we re- 
Joice with them that rejoice, and weep with 
them that weep 3 or be kindly affectioned one 
towards another, unleſs there be an Acquain- 
tance maintain'd and carried on? 

6:hly. To receive Members ſeems to be too 
great a Truſt to be repoſed by ſo wile a Shep- 
herd as Chriſt in the Hand of Officers; who 
hereby would be doubly led into Temptation, 
both to lord it, and to abuſe their Truſt, by 
acting from private Ends with ſelfiſh Views. 
| Chriſt's Poor might hereby ſuffer in being re- 
jected, and the Rich only receiv'd, and both 
Poor and Rich would be made too depending 

upon their Officers. 
thly. The Scripture is on our Side in this 
weighty Particular, which lays down a Rule 
for Churches to walk by in their receiving of 
Members; Rom. xiv. 1, Him that is weak in 
—.— the 
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the Faith receive you; (that is, you the Church, 
you that be at Rome, the Beloved of God, cal- 
led to be Saints; for to theſe this Epiſtle is wrote, 
Rom. i. 7.) but not to doubiful Diſputations. 
A plain and ſufficient Proof that the Church 
at Rome, in thoſe pure primitive Times, when 
all Things were acted in the Churches of Chriſt 
according to the Rule and Simplicity of the 
Goſpel, received their own Members; and to 
be ſure, ſo did the Church at Corinth: Other- 
wiſe, not the Church, but its Officers would 
have been wrote to, to have reſtored the in- 
ceſtuous Perſon upon his Repentance; where- 
as the Apoſtle writes unto the Church, 2 Cor. ii. 
8. Wherefore, I beſeech you, that you would 
confirm your Love towards him : You the 
Church at Corinth, for to them this Epiſtle is 
wrote or ſent, ch. i. 1. Paul an Apoſtle of Feſus 
Chriſt, &c. unto the Church of God which is at 
Corinth, Now it is an Inference as plain as 
it is ſtrong, that if it belongs to the Church to 
reſtore to Communion an humble Penitent, it 
muſt belong to them to receive at firſt in- 
to Communion : If they are to judge who are 
fit to be reſtor'd, ſure to them it belongs to 
judge who are fit to be receiv*d : The one be- 
ing 


— 
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ing a Caſe of equal Difficulty and Moment 
with the other; and is equally wreſted out of 
the Church's Hands, by Papiſts and by Men 
like-minded. 

It alſo is worthy of your Notice, that the 
Additions mention'd, Acts ii. 47. are not ſpoke 
of, as being made to the Apoſtles, but to the 
Church; And the Lord added to the Church 
daily ſuch as ſhould be ſaved. Now is it not 
highly reaſonable, that they, to whom the Ad- 
ditions are made, ſhould judge of the Perſons 
added, whether fit or no? Neither could they 
be added againſt, - but with their Wills and 
Conſent. Thus, Chapter the 5th, we read, 
that the Church was together in Solomon's 
Porch, which was large enough to receive all 
their Numbers; and that of the reſt durſt no 
Man join himſelf to them; And they were all 
with one accord in Solomon's Porch, and of the 
reſt durſt no Man join himſelf to them ; but the 
People magnified them: The Cauſe of whole 
Fear was the awful De each of Ananias and Sap- 
phira. So that Primitive Converts joined them- 
ſelves to the Church, and not to the Paſtor or 


Officers only. Thus much may ſuffice for 
the firſt Particular. 


5 econdiy, 
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Secondly, I come next to prove, that to the 


Church belongs binding and looſing in Point 


of Cenſures. For, 


1. Chriſt is too merciful an High Prieſt, 


to lodge ſuch a Sword, which is deſign'd only 
for the Deſtruction of the Fleſh, in the Hand 
of a few Men, to wit, the Officers, left it 
ſhould be abuſed to the Deſtruction of the 
Church. No civil Sword hath ever been ſo 
abuſed by the worſt of Tyrants, as this ſpirt- 
tual Sword hath been by the Popes of Rome; 


who, by their Anatbema's have dethron'd Prin- 
ces, and thrown whole Kingdoms into Con- 
vulſions, that is, into civil Wars. By all 
which, Chriſt providentially bears a loud Te- 


ſtimony againſt its being thus uſurp'd, and 
wreſted out of the Hands of his Churches. 
2dly. Churches of Chriſt would not be Pla- 


ces of Safety, as they now are, was this ſpiri- 


tual Sword lodg'd with any ſave the whole 
Church. It is for the Glory of Congrega- 


tional Churches, that Chriſt's Sheep, even his 


Lambs, may be in them without Fear, 1 Cor. 
xvi. 10. Now if Timotheus comes, ſee. that be 


may be with you without Fear; and if ſo, to 


be ſure this Sword is not fo lodg'd by Chriſt, 
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as to cauſe a continual Uneaſineſs in the Mem- 
bers of Churches. I would as ſoon chooſe to 
dwell under abſolute Monarchy, as Join my 
ſelf to a Church where this Sword is lodg'd 
with the Paſtor. 

34ly. The Ordinance of Excommunication 
would want much of its Weight and Force, 
was it not inflicted by many, as the Phraſe is, 
2 Cor. ii. 6. even the whole Church. For, what 
the Apoſte ſaith of Conviction, 1 Cor. xiv. 24. 
But if all propheſy, and there come in one that 
believeth not, or one unlearned, he is convinced 
of all, and judged of all; and thus are the 
Secrets of his Heart made manifeſt, and ſo fal- 
ling down on his Face, he will worſhip God, 
and report that God is in you of a Truth, holds 

true of Cenſure; cliat which is paſſed upon an 
_ Offender by a whole Church, muſt carry a 
great deal of Force along with it. 

In a Word, this awful Ordinance, which 1s 
as neceſſary in a Church, as any corporal Pu- 
niſhment is in a State, would be liable to num- 
berleſs Abuſes, was not the Power of admi- 
niſtring of it thus lodg'd by Chriſt, not in a 
few Hands, but with the whole Church: A- 
buſed, to be Ture, it hath been by whole 
Churches, 
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Churches, eſpecially when they grow corrupt; 
but it is not ſo liable to Abuſe if lodg'd in the 
Church, as it would be if lodg'd in the Hand 
of the Paſtor only with its other Officers. 

Now that it is thus lodg'd by Chriſt, the 
Maſter Builder of this Houſe, turn for the 
Proof thereof to Mat: xviii. 15, &c. More- 
over, if thy Brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, 
go and tell bim his Fault between him and 
thee alone. It is not, Blaze, or whiſper it a- 
broad, tell others of it behind his Back, which 
is the Practice of too many Church Members 
in our dark Day ; who indulge themſelves in 
back-biting, as if it was no Sin, and act as if 
the Reverſe of this excellent Rule had been 
laid down by Chriſt, whoſe paſtoral Care ex- 
tends it ſelf to the Reputation of his People. 
If be ſrall bear thee, thou haſt gained thy 
Brother: Which gaining is the End of all 
Church Cenſure; and of Conſequence, the 
Perſon injur'd or offended, is to proceed no 
farther ; but to forget and forgive. But if 
he will not hear thee, then take with thee one 
or two more, that in the Mouth of two or three, 
Witneſſes, every Word may be eſtabliſhed. Ange", 
if be ſhall neglect to hear them, tell it unto. the” 
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Church; but if he ſhall neglef to hear the Church, 
let him be unto thee as an Heathen Man and a 
Publican. Verily, T ſay unto you, Whatſoever ye 
ſhall bind on Earth, ſhall be bound in Heaven: 
And whatſoever ye ſhall looſe on Earth, ſhall be 
looſed in Heaven. Where, by the Church, we 
are doubtleſs to underſtand, what the Holy 
Ghoſt, who is the beſt Interpreter of Chriſt's 
Words and Meaning, calls by that Name 
throughout the New Teſtament, when he ſpeaks 
of it, as the Seat of Ordinances and of Diſci- 
pline; and that is a particular Congregation 
of the Faithful, ſuch as was at Philippi, and 
Coloſs, and Corinth, &c. Church Officers, 
whether of one, or of more Churches, being 
no where call'd by that Name in the New 
Teſtament; neither are they ſo call'd in the 
Writings of the Fathers of the three firſt Cen- 
turies: Meſſengers of Churches are once ſo 
call'd, but Officers of Churches no where. 
But you have this exemplified in the Church 
at Corinth, both in their ſhutting the inceſtu- 
ous Perſon out of this Houſe, and in their re- 
ceiving him in again: Both of which was done 
by the Church, and was a Church Act, tho' 
directed thereunto by the Apoſtle, who takes 
5 : not 
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not the Key out of their Hand, but only minds 
them of their Duty, and directs them how to 
uſe it, 1 Cor. v. 4, &c. In the Name of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, when ye are gathered to- 
gether, and my Spirit, with the Power of our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, to deliver ſuch a one unto 
Satan, for the Deſtruction of the Fleſh, that the 
Spirit may be ſaved in the Day of the Lord 
Jeſus; ſo that it was the Church, when gather- 
ed together, that ſhut the Door upon this in- 
ceſtuous Perſon, To whom, the ſame Apo- 
ſtle writes, that upon his Repentance, they 
ſhould receive him, 2 Cor. ii. 6, &c. Sufficient 
to ſuch a Man is this Cenſure, which was in- 
flicted of many. So that contrariwiſe, ye ought 
rather to forgive him, and comfort him, liſt 
perhaps ſuch an one ſhould be ſwallowed up 
with over-much Sorrow, Wherefore, I beſeech 
you, that ye would confirm your Love towards 
bim. Uh 
Thus Church Cenſures were managed in Pri- 
mitive Times. Clemens Romanus, that ancient 
Writer, calls the Cenſures of the Church, the 
Things commanded by the Multitude; and 
Cyprian, another ancient Author, writes, that 
before Offenders were re-admitted to Commu- 
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nion, they were to plead i Cauſe before all 
the People. 

I ſhould now prove, that to this Church be- 
Jong the Keys of ſetting into Office; but of 
this I have diſcourſed under the IE 
Head. 


VII. I fhall next conſider the Door and the 
Entrance into this Houſe: Where I ſhall vin- 
dicate at large the Method obſerv'd by Con- 
gregational Churches in their Admiſſions, — .. 
As for the Door that opens into this Houſe, 
it is the ſame that opens into all other Goſpel Pri- 
vileges and Enjoyments, to wit, the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt. For, as it is he who is the Door 


chat is ſet. wide open before Sinners in the 
Goſpel, by which, if any Man enters, he ſhall. 
be ſaved, and ſhall go in and out, and find 
Paſturez ſo he is the Door that opens into 
Church Fellowſhip: From him is our Right, who 
believe, to Church Fellowſhip, and from him 
is our Fitneſs for Church Fellowſhip. For it 


FE by Faith in him, that we are brought out 
of a State of Nature into a State of Gractz 


and being thus called out of the World, it is 
cu Privilege, as well as Duty, to ſeparate from 
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the World, as they did at Epheſies, Acts xe. 9. 
But when divers were hardned and believed not, 
but ſpake Evil of that Way before the Multi- 
tude; he departed from them, and ſeparated: 
the Diſciples; and being ſeparated from the 
World, either to form our ſelves, as they at 
Epheſus did, into a particular Congregational 
Church; or to join our ſelves to ſuch a Church 
already formed: Thus they who believed at 
Jeruſalem, under the Miniſtry of Peter, join- 
ed themſelves to the Church. at Ferufalem,, 
As ii. 47. | 
Which brings me to ſay ſomething by way 
of Vindication, of that which is look'd upon 
by many to be very odd and unſcriptural, to- 
wit, the Method obſerv'd by Congregationat 
Churches in their Admiffions. Moſt Proteſtant” 
Churches, if not all, beyond the Seas, take great 
Care about the doctrinal Knowledge of ſuch as 
are admitted Members; they alſo make ſome- 
Enquiry about their Lives and Converſations ;: 
but enquire not after a Change of Heart. andi 
Nature, as Congregational Churches do: 
Babes in Knowledge, if born again, will! 
go on to learn the Truth as it is in Jeſus,, 
more eſpecially in Chriſt's — ſuch as Goſpel. 
3 Churches 
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Churches are, and will be careful to adorn the 
Goſpel: But let the Head be never ſo full of 
Notions, if the Heart be void of Grace, there 
can be no Growth nor fuitable Converſation. 
So that our firſt and great Enquiry in our Ad- 
miſſions, who are Congregational, is after a 
Work of Grace on the Heart; next to which, 
we enquire about the Life and "Converſation, 
whether it be ſuch as becomes the Goſpel; 
an Account of both which is laid before the 
Church, that the Church, as well as its Offi- 
cers may be ſatisfied; it being the Church 
that receives into Communion by its Paſtor, 
and not the Paſtor by himſelf, or as repreſent- 
ing the Church. As was prov'd at large, and 
I hope to your ny the laſt * 
tunity, 
Now, in vindicating the Method obſerv't 
by Congregational Churches. in receiving. their 
Members, I ſhould chiefly take Notice of that 
which is moſt wonder'd at, to wit, their giving 
before the whole Church, either by Writing, or 
by Word of Mouth, a Reaſon of the Hope 
that is in them. This, I confeſs, is a Method, 
no ways pleaſing unto Fleſh and Blood; they 
chuſe, as Nicodemus did, to go unto Chrilt 
privately, 
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privately, and by Night, ſo as to let no Mam 
know it: Fleſh and Blood are for getting in- 
cognito into Churches, if I may ſo expreſs: it. 
Indeed, Fleſh. and Blood have always been 
and at this Day are both afraid and aſham'd 
to own and follow the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and! 
therefore the Apoſtle Paul, when call'd to 


preach the Goſpel, conſulted with neither of. 


them. But the Oppoſition made by Fleſh and: 
Blood, and by the Men of the World, unto» 
this Method of admitting Members, ſhould! 
recommend it, and not prejudice the Saints 
and Faithful in Chriſt Jeſus againſt it; for is 
not this a good Sign, not to ſay Proof, that: 
| this Houſe is not of Man's Building? | 


Now in ſpeaking unto this needful 'Head of 


Diſcourſe, I ſhall firſt take Notice of the pub-- 
lick Ownings-of God by the Saints under the: 
Old Teſtament: 

AbePs bringing the Firſtlings of his Flock, 
and the Fat thereof, an Offering unto the Lord,, 
was a publick. and ſolemn Owning of him,, 
Gen. iv. 4. And fo was Noah's preparing an 
Ark in the Eye, and before the Face of the 
old World, according to all that: God com- 
manded him,. a publick Owning of God, Gen. 
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vi. 22. And ſo was the Altar Abraham built 
unto the Lord, a. publick Owning of God, 
Cen. xii. 8. And there be built an Altar unto 
the Lord, who appeared unto bim. Thus Ja- 
cob's Pillar was a publick Owning of God, 
Gen. xxviii. 18. And Jacob roſe up early in 
the Morning, and took the Stone that be bad 


pus for bis Pillow, and ſet it up for a Pillar, 


and poured Oil upon the Top of it: And be 
called the Name of the Place Bethel, that is, 
the Houſe of God: Whoſe going up to Bethe] 


at God's Command, and making there an Al. 


tar unto God, was a further Owning of him 


in publick, Gen. xxxv. 1. And ſo was that 


which follows, ver. 2, 3. Then ſaid Jacob un- 


to bis Houſbold, and to all that were with bim, 


Put away the ſtrange Gods that are among you, 
and be clean, and change your Garments, and 
let us ariſe and go up to Bethel: And I will 
wake there an Altar unto God, who anſwered 


me in the Day of my Diſtreſs, and was with 
me in the Way which J went. Thus 1fraePs 
anſwering as one Man, All that the Lord hath 


Fpoken we will do, was a very publick and 
ſolemn Owning of God; Exod. xix. 8. And 


All the. People anſwered together, and ſaid, A 


that 
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that the Lord hath ſpoken we will do. And 
Moſes return'd the Wards of the People unto- 
tbe Lord. The Confeſſion of him that offer'd: 
the Baſket of firſt Fruits was very remarkable, 
and much to my preſent Purpoſe, Deut. xxvi. 
7, &c. And it ſpall be when thou art come in- 
to the Land which the Lord thy God giveth 
thee for an Iuberitance, and poſſeſſeſt it, and 
dwelleſt therein : That thou Halt take of the 
firſt of all the Fruit of the Earth, and (þalt 
put it in a Basket, and ſhalt go unte the Place 
which the Lord thy God ſhall chaoſe, to place 
bis Name there. And thou ſhalt go unto the 
Prieſt that ſhall be in thoſe Days, and ſay un- 
to him, I profeſs this Day unta* the Lord thy 
God, . that I am come unto the Country which 
the Lord fware unto our. Fathers to give us. 
And thou fhbalt ſpeak and ſay before the Lord 
thy Gad, A Syrian ready to periſh Was my Ta- 
ther, and he went down into E gypt, and ſo- 
journed there with a few, and became there a 
Nation, great, mighty, and populous, &c. And 
now behold, I have brought the firſt Fruits of 
the Land, which thou, O. Lord, baſt given me. 
And thou ſalt ſet it before the Lord thy God, 

and worſbip before the Lord thy God. And no 
| . leſs 
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whoſoever ſhall deny me before Men, bim will I 
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leſs remarkable is David's publick Invitation to 
fuch as feared God, to come, and hear what God 
had done for his Soul, Pſal. Ixvi. 16. Come, and 
hear, all ye that fear God, and Iwill declare what 
he hath done for my Soul. Now, you all know: 
that David, in numberleſs Inſtances, perſonates 
the Church, as well as the Lord Jeſus.Chrilt , 
who, I doubt not, but perſonates the Saints 
of the New Teſtament, in being thus ready 


and forward, to declare what had been his Ex- 


perience. Doubtleſs, if he was thus ready and 
willing, who was an Old Teſtament Saint, 
and had not received the Spirit of Adoption, 
in the Degree and Meaſure we have; New 
Teſtament. Saints ought to be not only as, 


but more r eady; whoſe Coaſt in the experi- 


mental, as well as doctrinal Part of Religion; 
is greatly enlarg'd ; who, in a ſpiritual Senſe, 
are ſhod with the Preparations of the Goſpel 
of Peace. 

To be ſure, great Streſs is laid by Chriſt, 
the Lord of this Houfe, on publick Confeſſing 
of him, Mat. x. 32, 33. Whoſoever, therefore, 
ſhall confeſs me before Men, him will I confeſs 
alſo before my Father who is in Heaven: But 
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alſo deny before my Father who is in Heaven. 
And as by Chrift, the Lord of this Houſe, ſo 
by that faithful Steward the Apoſtle Paul, 
Rom. x. 9. If thou ſhalt confeſs with thy Mouth 
the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and believe with thine 
Heart, that God hath raiſed him from the Dead, 
thou ſbalt be ſaved. For with the Heart Man 
believeth unto Righteouſneſs, and with the 
Mouth Confeſſion is made unto Salvation. Now, 
where can this Confeflion be better made than 
before a Church of Chriſt: Such as believe 
being commanded, not only to ſanctify the 

Lord God in their Hearts, in and by the ſecret 
Exerciſe of Grace; but to do it with their Lips 
alſo, by publickly Owning of him, 1 Pet. iii. 
15. But ſanfify the Lord God in your Hearts, 
and be ready always to give an Anſiver to every 
one that asketh you a Reaſon of the Hope that is 
in you, with Meekneſs aud Fear, © 

So that the only Queſtion is, Whether Con- 
gregational Churches do well to aſk of ſuch as 
offer to join themſelves to them, a Reaſon of 
the Hope that is in them? 

Now, the following Reaſons make it highly 
opp; if not W N 


N 
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It. God hath made it our Duty to put a 
Difference between the Precious and the Vile, 
Fer. xv. 19. And if thou take forth the Precious 
from the Vile, thou ſhalt be as my Mouth. 
Theſe Words, it is true, were ſpoke to an 
Old Teſtament Prophet; but, are they not as 
binding to New Teſtament Paſtors and Church- 
es? If the Prophet Jeremy was to diſtinguiſh 
between the Precious and the Vile. in his Day, 
much more ought we, who adminiſter Goſpel 


Ordinances, and Churches, which are the Seat 


of them, ſo to act. 

2dly, The Purity of this Houſe requires it, 
which the Apoſtle aſſures us is Holy, being 
no other than the Temple of God, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt, 1 Cor. iii. 12. For is not this the 
beſt and ſafeſt Way to keep Swine from en- 
tring? Was due Care took of old, to admit 
nothing into the Temple that might defile it; 
and ſhould the Doors of the Houſe in my 


Text, be open to all Comers, to Swine as 


well as to Sheep? Should ſuch as wallow in 
Sin be received into this Houſe, and admitted 
to the Lord's Table? Surely no. 

34ly. The Safety of the Houſe requires it, 
how elſe can Wolves in Sheeps Cloathing be 
| | ſo 
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ſo well kept out; whom the Lord of this 
Houſe bids us beware of, Matib. vii. 15, Be- 
ware of falſe Prophets, who come to you in 
Sheep*s Cloathing, but inwardly they are ra- 
vening Wolves: Ye ſhall know them by their 
Fruit. Whence it is plain, that an Enquiry 
ought to be made, concerning the Lives of 
ſuch as offer themſelves to a Church of Chriſt, 
as well as a Reaſon of their Hope be aſked. 

It is true, take what care we will or can, 
ſome ſuch will enter; but this ſhould not lei- 
ſen, but encreaſe our Care. | 

4thly. The Proſperity and Growth of this . 
Houſe require it. Suppoſe you were to plant | 
a Vineyard, would you plant it with dead 
and dry Sticks? Would you not rather take all 
the Care you are able, to plant it with thriving 
ones; ſuch as might grow, and increaſe, and 
bring forth Fruit. Churches of Chriſt are 
God's Huſbandry, as well as God's Building, 
1 Cor. iii. 9. Ze are God's Husbandry, ye are £ 
Gods Building; and if ſo, ought we not to 
take Care to Keep out ſuch as are dead in 
Sins? 

Sh. A Compliance with that Rule, 1 Tim. 

tl, 5. calls for it, to wit, to refuſe, and tun 
| from 
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from ſuch as have only a Form of. Galli. 
neſs, but deny the Power thereof; Having q 
Form of Godlineſs, but denying the Power there. 
of; from ſuch turn away. Now, how ſhall 
Churches be able to judge for Chriſt, ſo as to 
diſtinguiſh between the Power and the Form 
of Godlineſs, unleſs due Enquiry be made 
about a Work of Grace on the Heart, and a 
ſuitable Life and Converſation 3 that ſuch as 
ought not to be receiv'd, may be turn'd away 

from? | | 
6:hly. The Edification of Goſpel Churches 
requires it. For by giving. a Reaſon of the 
Hope that is in us, the Members of the 
Church to whom the Account is given, are 
both comforted and encourag'd ; nay, they are 
built up in their moſt holy Faith, and eſtabliſh- 
ed: For as Face anſwers Face in a Glaſs, fo 
do the renewed Hearts of the Saints. Now, 
to find that all Hearts that are renew'd and 
chang'd by the Grace of God, ſpeak the ſame 
Language; are made leſs or more ſenſible of 
their own Plague, both as to Guilt and Filth; 
and are brought to ſeek unto Chriſt for Par- 
don and for Cleanſing; and taught to waſh, 
by Faith, in the Fountain of his moſt precious 
Blood; 
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Blood; and to put on, and wear the Robe 
of his moſt perfect Righteouſneſs : Theſe 
T hings, and ſuch as theſe, are, to the Living 
in Feruſalem, both CORY and encou- 
raging. 
thy. The Nature af the Thing calls for 
it. For, if it is the Church that receives 
and unto the Church that ſuch Additions are 
made; certainly the Church ought to be ſa- 
tified, Now, that it is the Church that re- 
ceives, hath been proved, and is evident be- 
yond all Contradiction, from that noted Place, 
Rom. xiv. 1. Him that is weak inthe Faith 
receive you, but not to doubtful Diſputations ; 
and the other like unto it, chap. xv. 7. Where- 
fore receive ye one another, as Chriſt alſo re- 
ceived us to the Glory of God; that is, readily, 
willingly, cordially, without caſting Letts, or 
Diſcouragements in the Way of ſuch as offer 
to join themſelves. unto you: Chriſt bid you 
heartily welcome, . when firſt looking unto 
him for Life and Salvation; and fo ſhould 
you all ſuch who offer to join themſelves un- 
to you, being ſatisfied that Chriſt hath recei- 
ved them, 


8 thy. 
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 $4bly, The Practice of primitive Times 
authoriſes it. They who were admitted to 
Jobn's Baptiſm, how were they admitted? 
Were they baptiz?d by him being ſilent, 
or confeſſing their Sins? Mat. iii. 6. Then 
went out lo him Feruſalem, and all Fudea, and 
all the Region round about Fordan; and were 
baptized of bim in Jordan, confeſſing their 
Sins. The Three Thouſand converted by one 
Sermon, Ads ii. were they ſilent? Did they 
keep themſelves, thro* Modeſty, to themſelves? 
Did they retire to their own Homes and ſay no- 
thing? No, verily; the Word reaching their 
Hearts, ſoon opened their Mouths ;. ver. 37. 
Now when they heard this, they were pricked 
in their Heart, and ſaid unto Peter, and to tbe 
reſt of the Apoſiles, Men and Brethren, what 
ſpall we do? Who, to be ſure, gave ſome E- 
vidence by their Sorrow, of the Truth of their 
Repentance; as well as by their Joy, of their 
receiving the glad Tidings of the Goſpel, 
Whereupon they were baptized, and added un- 
to the Church, ver. 41. Then they that gladly 
received his Word, were baptized : And the 
{ame Day there were added about three thouſand 
Souls, that is, to the Church. Thus Philip, 
1052 7 r before ; 
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before he baptized the Eunuch, required of 
him a free and open Confeſſion of his Faith in 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; A#s viii. 36, &c. And 
as they went on their Way, they came unto a 


certain Water; and the Eunuch ſaid, See, here 
is Water, what doth hinder me to be baptized? 


And Philip ſaid, if thou believeſt with all thine 


Heart, thou mayeſt. And he anſwer'd, and 
ſaid, I believe that Feſus Chriſt is the Son of 
Cod. Whereupon Philip baptized him, ver. 
38, Thus when Saul aſſayed to join himſelf 
to the Diſciples at Jeruſalem, Acts ix. the 
Teſtimony of ſome known Perſon was neceſſa- 
ry, for the Apoſtles and Churches Satisfaction; 
he having been a notorious Perſecutor, as wel! 
as Blaſphemer. Accordingly we read, ver. 27 
that Barnabas took him, and brought him to 
the Apoſtles, and declared unto them how he 
had ſeen the Lord in the Way, and that he had 
ſpoken to him, and how he had preached bold- 
ly at Damaſcus in the Name of Jeſus. So that 
they had an Account of Saul's Converſion and 
Converſation, before the Church at Jeruſalem 


would give the Right Hand of Fellowſhip unto 


him; or the 66 coped who" had the Care of 
that 3 
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Thus at Epheſus, where one of the moſt con- 
ſiderable of primitive Churches, next to that 
at Feruſalem and Rome, was form'd, the Apo- 
title Paul finding certain Diſciples, who were 
not as yet embodied, or formed into a Church, 
obicrve how he acted, Ads xix. 1. And it came 
% paſs, that while Apollos was at Corinth, 
Paul having paſſed thro? the upper Coaſts, came 
io Epreſus: And finding certain Diſciples, he firſt 
_orverd them to be baptized, who accordingly 
were baptized in the Name of the Lord Jeſus 
(hriſt, ver. 5. And when they heard this, they 
gere baptized in the Name of the Lord Feſus : 
Then he laid his Hands on them; whereupon 
they received the Holy Ghoſt in his extraordinary 
Gifts, ver. 6. Aud when Paul had laid his Hands 
upon them, the Holy Ghoſt came on them; and they 
[pake with Tongues, and propheſied. Then he 
tormed them into a Church, by ſeparating them 
from the diſbelieving, contradicting 7ews, ver. 
9. But when divers were hardned, and belie- 
ved not, but ſpake Evil of that Way before the 
Multitude, he departed from them and ſepara- 
ted the Diſciples. And how was it they were 
formed into a Church? You have a. ſhort Ac- 
count of this, ver. 18. And many that believed 

| came, 
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came, and confeſſed, and ſhewed their Deeds: 
The Meaning of which Words ſeems to be, 
that ſuch as the Grace of God had not only ef- 
fectually calPd, but made willing to enter into 
Church Fellowſhip, made a publick Profeſſion 
of their Faith in Chriſt, and evidenced their 
Faith by their Works: Some of which are. 
mention'd, ver. 19. And 2 Cor. ix. 13. we 
read of a profeſſed Subjection to the Goſpel! of 
{ Chriſt; Y/biles by the Experiment of this Mi- 
niſtration, they glorify God for your profeſſed 
Subjeftion unio the Goſpel of Chriſt, Obſerve, 
their Subjection to the Goſpel of Chriſt was 
not a Secret, or a Thing conceal'd, but pub- 
lickly own'd and declar'd : The Corinthians, 
who gave themſelves firſt to the Lord, 2 Cor. 
viii, 5. doubtleſs did it publickly, and not in 
a Corner only. 

Thus Chriſt, a greater than all, required a 
publick Confeſſion of his Diſciples, Mat. xvi. 
i5. But whom ſay ye that I am? To which 
Peter, in the Name of the reſt, returns ſuch 
an Anſwer, as Fleſh and Blood had not reveal. 
ed unto him, but Chriſt's Father who is ig 
Heaven, ver. 16. Simon Peter anſwered, and 
Jad Thou art Chriſt, the Son of the living God. 
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VIII. I ſhall now enter on the Work, or 
chief Buſineſs to be done in this Houſe; where 
J ſhall mention its Watch, its Diſcipline, 

and ſhew how Church Members ought to car- 
ry it towards them that are without, as well as 
towards one another, 

As for the Work, or Buſineſs to be done in 
this Houſe, I ſhall ſay ſomething, Firſt, ne- 
gatively, and then poſitively, concerning it. 

Fir, Negatively, The Buſineſs of this 
Houſe is not to vie with this World; as the 
Pope and his Cardinals do at Rome ; who live 
more like Kings and Princes, than like Pil- 
grims and Strangers here on Earth: The 
Pope, with his Triple Crown, looks much 
more like Cæſar's Succeſſor, than Peter's: But 
to live above it; and in uſing it, to avoid its 

Abuſe; to make it evident, that tho? we are 
in it for the preſent, yet we are not of it, but 
are crucified unto it. 

Neither is it to conform to the vain and fin 

ful Cuſtoms of a preſent evil World, either 
in Garb, or in Converfation, or in Trade: 
ut to bear a publick and becoming Teſtimo- 
ny againſt the whos: and Covetouſnels ; z the 

| _ Luxury, 
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Luxury, and Exceſs; the Falſeneſs, and Trick - 
ing, which in Town and Country abougd | a- 
mong the Men thereof. | 

Neither is the Work of this Houſe t to get 
Gain, or to raiſe Eſtates, as they do at Rome, 
by ſelling Indulgences, Maſſes, Pater-nofters, 
Relicks, Crucifixes, and making Merchandize 
of the Souls of Men: This Houſe is not an 
Houſe of Merchandize, but of Prayer, and 
of Praiſe, 8 

Neither is the Buſineſs of this Houſe to ſeek 
preferment, or the Honour that comes from 
Men; but the Honour that comes from God, 
John v. 44. 

Neither is the Work of this Houſe to pleaſe 
eur ſelves, but one another, for our mutual 
Edification, Rom. xv. 1, 2. And not to pleaſe 
our ſelves. Let every one of us pleaſe his Neigh- 
bour, for his Good, to Edification, 

Neither is the Work of this Houſe to form 
Parties, or to draw Diſciples after us, which, 
As xx. 30. is made the black Mark of ra- 
venous Wolves : But to ſtand up for the Glo- 
ry of God, and the Cauſe of Chriſt. 

In a Word, the Work of this Houfe is not 
to act Corruption; but to act Grace; Grace 
| in 
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in the Seaſon of it; ſo as to adorn the Goſpel 
we profeſs, and recommend Chriſt and his 
Ways to all we converſe with. e 

Thus much may ſuffice for that Part of the 
Account which is negative. I ſhall now give 
a poſitive Account of the Buſineſs to be done 
in this Houſe, which, in a great Meaſure, may 
be gather'd from the Names that are given 
it in . Scripture ; where it is called, 

It. The Pillar and Ground of Truth, 1 Tim, 
ni, 15. That thou mayeſt know how thou ought- 
eſt to behave thy ſelf in the Houſe of God, which 
is the Church of the living God, the Pillar and 
Ground of Truth : So that to hold forth the 
Truth as it is in Jeſus, and to defend the Truth, 
and to ſpread and propagate the Truth, and to 
hand down the Truth, and to adorn it, is one 
main Part of the Work and Buſineſs to be done 
in this Houſe ; which I would extend to Truth 
of Doctrine, Worſhip, and Diſcipline z all 
which are too dear bought by Chriſt, and coſt 
our fore-Fathers too much, to be eaſily, 15 
at any Rate parted with. 

2dly. This Houſe is called an Houſe of Pray- 
er, Jai. Ivi. 7. Even them will I bring ta my 
holy. Mountain, and make them joyful in my 


Houſe 


On CHURCH DTISCI EINE. 1IT 


Houſe of Prayer: For mine Houſe ſhall be cal. 
led an Houſe of Prayer for all People. So that 
publick Prayer 1s, in an eſpecial Manner, the 
Work or Buſineſs of this Houſe ; the Inhabi- 
tants of which, are not only to pray, but to 
watch unto Prayer, for themſelves and theirs 
for the Church to which they relate, aad for 
the whole IJſrael of God; for the Place where 
they dwell ; for all their Neighbours and Ac- 
quaintance; for the Nation to which they be- 
long 3 and for the whole World, All Man- 
kind ſhould be the better for the Prayers of 
every Goſpel Church : We ſhould by our Pray- 
ers reach the Pagan World, and take in the 
Mahometan and  Antichriſtian Parts of the 
World, and always remember God's ancient 
People the Jews : Nay, the Prayers of a 
Church ſhould reach as far as latter Day Glo- 
ry; we ſhould pray for the Dawn of that; 
and, which is yet farther, we ſhould pray for 
the ſecond, and glorious Appearance of Chrift. 

Zaly. The Work or Buſineſs of this Houſe 
is Praiſe, as well as Prayer. For its Inhabi- 
tants are called upon in every Thing to give 
Thanks, 1 Tefl. v. 18. In every Thing give 
Ti 25 "ye this is the Will of God in Chriſt 


Teſus 
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Jeſus concerning you. Is God ſaid to inhabit 
the Praiſes of his People, under the Old Teſta- 
ment, P/al. xxii. 3. and doth he not much 
more do ſo under the New? of whoſe fpiri- 
tual and evangelical Praiſes, all the Muſick of 
the Temple was but typical; and is no more of 
Uſe under the New Teſtament, than the Burn- 
ing of Incenſe is, or the Lighting of Lamps. 
4thly. The Work or Buſineſs of this Houle 
is to ſhew forth the Lord's Death till he come, 
1 Cor. xi. 26. For as oft as ye eat this Bread, 
and drink this Cup, ye do fhew the Lord's 
Death till he come. It is not, Ye repeat the 
Lord's Death; who, according to the Popiſh 
Notion of Tranſubſtantiation, is as often offer- 
ed up in Sacrifice, as this Supper is celebrated; 
but do ſhew the Lord's Death : It is, according 
to Chriſt's own Expreſſion, an Ordinance to 
bring to Remembrance, Luke xxii. 19. This 
do in Remembrance of me; to be continued in 
this Houſe, or among his Churches, until his 
ſecond, and glorious Appearing. 
 5thly. The Work or Buſineſs to be done in 
this Houſe, is, to adminiſter that which is now 
the Seal of the Righteouſneſs of Faith, accord- 
ing to Scripture Rule and Warrant, and that 15 
eee 10 
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to Believers with their Infant Seed. Our War- 
rant for which 1s two-fold, to wit, God's Care 
of the Infant Seed of our Father Abraham, by 
whoſe expreſs Command, the Seal of the Co- 
yenant was, in thoſe early Days, adminiſtred 
unto them, when but eight Days old, Gen. 
xvii. 12. This is our Old Teſtament Warrant ; 
and Chriſt's Suffer little Children, and forbid 
them not to come unto me; for of ſuch is the 
Kingdom of Heaven, Mat. xix. 14. is our New 
Teſtament Warrant. Accordingly we read, that 
Lydia*'s Houſhold was baptized, As xvi. 10. 
And when ſhe was baptized, and ber Houſhold. 


Thus the Keeper of the Prifon was not alone 


and by himſelf in this Ordinance, but all his, 


as well as he, were baptized, ver. 33. And 


was baptized, he, and all his, ſtraigbtway. 


I ſhall, in the next Place, let you ſee how 


the Inhabitants of this Houſe are to carry it one 
towards another; where I ſhall have Occaſion 


to mention both its Watch, and its Diſci- 


pline. And, 
1ſt. The Inhabitants of this Houſe are to 
owe one another nothing but Love. Rom. xiii. 


8. Owe no Man any Thing, but to love one ano- 


ther: By or in which, they are to ſerve one 


another ; - 
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another; Gal. v. 13. But by Love ſerve one 
another. Brotherly Love is ſuch a Debt as 
can never be fully paid; no, not above in 
Glory; where we ſhall for ever love Chriſt, 
and one another, at another rate than here 
we do, or can. 

2dly. The Inhabitants of this Houſe are not 
to abuſe their Liberty, or to uſe it for an Oc- 
caſion to the Fleſh, Rom. xiu. 8. For, Brethren, 
ye have been called unto Liberty, only uſe not 
Liberty for an Occaſion to the Fleſh : It is Li- 
berty too dear bought to be either lighted or 
abuſed : Chriſt, the Prince of Life, lay for a 
Time in the Priſon of the Grave to obtain it, 

34ly. They are to do nothing for Strife or 
vain Glory, Phil. ii. 3. Let nothing be done 
thro Strife or vain Glory, Theſe oft fill the 
Courts of Princes, and always the See of Rome, 
but ſhould have no Place in a Church of Chritt: 
There the Glory of Chriſt, and of God in 
Chrift, ſhould bear Sway; all Perſons, and 
all Actions ſhould be ſo influenced, as to be 
governed thereby. A ſingle Eye to this, is that 
which all made Light in the Lord ſhould be 
praying for, wig, 
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4thly. The Inhabitants of this Houſe are in 
Honour to prefer one another, Rom. xii. 10. 
Be kindly affect ioned one towards another, &c. 
in Honour preferring one another, The Pha- 
riſees Crime ſhould not be the Saints Prac- 
tice z which was to ſeek the Honour that comes 
from Man, and not that which comes from 
God only: Pride and vain Glory are Things 
which the Lord hates; they ſhould not there- 
fore be indulged by thoſe whom he loves. 
5thly. They are to bear one another's Bur- 
dens, Gal. vi. 2. Bear ye one another's Burdens, 
and ſo fulfil the Law of Chriſt, This is done 
in a ſweet Goſpel Senſe, when Perſons are of 
a ſympathizing Spirit: Admirable and uſcful as 
| the Sympathy 1s between the Members of the 
natural Body; it is made uſe of to expreſs the 
greater, tho? ſpiritual Sympathy, which there 4 
is, or ought to be, between the Members of a ; 1 
Church of Chriſt. | j 
6thly. The Inhabitants of this Houſe are to | 
rejoice with them that rejoice, and to weep with | 
them that weep 3 Rom. xii. 15. Rejoice with 
them that do rejoice, and weep with them that 
weep, The latter of theſe is a Duty much more, 
ealy to be perform'd than the former; how- 
ever, Grace can, and doth teach to do both : 
. And 
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And the doing of both in a becoming manner, 
ſo as to pray for them that weep, and join in 
Praiſes unto God for, and with them who re- 
Joice, are ſure and ſweet Signs of ſpiritual 
Life. 
Ji bly. The Inhabitants of this Houſe are to 
diſtribute to the Neceſſities of the Saints: The 
Rich in this Houſe are to help the Poor, 
Rom. xii. 13. Diſtribuling to the Neceſſity of 
Saints, given 10 Hoſpitality.: They are to do 
Gaod unto all Men, eſpecially unto thoſe who 
are of the Houſbold of Faith. In order to 
which, they ſhould walk by that golden Rule, 
1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2. Now concerning the Collec. 
lion for the Saints, as 1 have given Order to 
tbe Churches of Galatia, ſo do ye. Upon the 
firſt Day of the Week, let every one of you lay 
by him in Store, as God hath proſpered him, 
A Rule the leaſt regarded by Profeſſors, of any 
in the whole Book of God; and yet the out- 
ward Proſperity, both of God's Houſe, and of 
your own Houſes, in a great Meaſure, depend 
pon it, Chriſt's Poor, and the Goſpel would 
be far from being pinched and half ſtarved, | 
eicher in Town or Country, was this Rule kept 
cloſe vnto: This is the right Way of honour- 
* the Lord with Jour Subſtance, even that 


Which 
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which the New Teſtament preſcribes; and of 
having your Riches multiplied, as well as bleſ- 
ſed unto you. TI never yet knew the Mar 
who ated up to it, but grew rich and prof- 
peel. | 
8/hly. The Inhabitants of this Houſe ſhould 
not forſake the Aſſembling of themſelves to- 
acther. Heb. x. 25. Not forſaking the Aſem- 
bling of your ſelves together, as the manner of 
ſome is: But exhorting one another. Suppoſe 
the Merchants in London ſhould deſert the 
Change, and all Farmers the Market, what 
would become of the Trade of London? Would 
not the City be ſoon depopulated and ſtarved ? 
Churches of Chriſt cannot ſubſiſt, but muſt 
have an End, ſhould Church Members indulge 
themſelves in ſuch a Practice; neither can pub- 
lick Worſhip be kept up. The Church to 
which we belong, is the Place where Faith 
may, and ſhould expect to be fed: And I am 
ſatisfied, they fare beſt, and thrive moſt, who 
keep cloſeſt to their Church Meetings, I have 
for Years paſt made it my Obſervation, that 
as Church Members carry it towards the Church 
to which they belong, either in ſeeking its 
Welfare, or in neglecting of it; ſo their Fa- 
milies are built up, or pull'd down; bleſſed, 
L 2 or 
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or blaſted; according to that awful Word, 


. P/al. cxxix. 5, 6. Let them all be confounded, 


and turned back, that hate Zion. Let them be 
as the Graſs upon the Houſe-tops, which wi- 
thereth afore it groweth up. 

9:hly. The Inhabitants of this Houſe are 
to watch over one another in the Lord : Which 
brings me to ſay ſomething of the Watch of a 
Goſpel Church. The Inhabitants of this Houſe 
are not to watch for one another's Haltings; 
the Paſtor for the Haltings of any of the Mem- 
bers; or the Members for the Haltings of their 
Paſtor, or of one another: This would be to 
act like Men; like the worſt of Men, ſuch as 
are hardly fit for humane Converſe, and much 
leſs for Church Fellowſhip. This is a Prac- 
tice that ſmells ſo ſtrong of Satan, the Accuſer 
of the Brethren, that it ſhould not be once na- 
med among the Saints. 

Neither ſhould the Inhabitants of this Houſe 
watch either to ſupplant, or to enſnare one 
another : This is, to hunt one another as 
with a Net; which is unworthy of the Man, 
and much more of the Chriſtian. But our 
Watch, who are the Inhabitants of this Houſe, 
ſhould be, how we may be uſeful unto, ſo as 
to edify one another: It ſhould alſo be to give 

no 
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no Offence, nor to grieve, nor offend the weak-- 
eſt of the Flock. 

We ſhould not watch to take up, or to 
ſpread an evil Report againft our Brother; 


but how to preſerve his Reputation, and defend 
his Character. 


We ſhould not watch how to be reveng'd om 
our Brother, by returning Evil for Evil; but 
how to overcome him with Good. 

In a Word, we ſhould not watch to ſpy- 
Faults z but to mend, and cover them: To 
which End we ſhould watch unto Prayer, for: 

one another. | 

roh. The Inhabitants of this Houſe are 
to warn the Unruly. This leads me to ſay 
ſomething of the Diſcipline of this Houſe ; of: 
which you have the following Account in Scrips - 
ture. The firſt Step is, Warn them that art 
unruly, 1 Theſſ. v. 14. It is not, Throw them 
into Jail, or ſend them to the Gallies; or put 
them into the Court of Inquiſition; - but warn | 
them; that. is, mind them of the Danger they s [ 
are in from their own Corruptions, which ga- 1 
ther Strength, and grow to an Head from un- 
ruly Practices. Mind them allo of their Dan- - 'Y 
ger from the Accuſer of the Brethren; who 
takes great Advantage, from the unruly Walk 
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of Church Members, to break the Peace, as 
well as to ſtain the Reputation of a Church of 
Chriſt: Mind them alſo of the Judgments 
ſuch Practices expoſe unto; how they make 
a Rod for their own Backs. 
Another Scripture relating, to the Diſcipline 
of this Houſe, is, Gal. vi. 1. if a Maa be o. 
vertaken with a Fault, ye who are ſpiritual, re- 
tore ſuch a one in a Spirit of Meekneſs , which 
is enforced by the following Conſideration, 
which is home, and much to the Purpoſe; 
Conſidering thy ſelf, leſt thou alſo be tempted, 
Look, as an haſty Hand is not fit to ſet bro- 
ken Bones; ſoa raſh, angry, haſty Spirit :; 
not fit to reſtore one that 1s fallen. 
But if all gentle Methods prove e 
if neither the Perſon offended, nor one, nor 
two joined with him can be heard; but the 
Offender continues deaf to all private Reproofs; 
the Matter is to be brought before the Church, 
according to Chriſt's own Direction, Mat. 
Xviii. 17. And if be ſhall neglef to hear them, 
tell it unio the Church: But if he neglect v0 
Hear the Church; the Offender being thus ob- 
ſtinate and refractory, is no longer to be look'd 
upon as an Inhabitant of this Houſe; but to 
be turned out into the World, which is Satan's 
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Kingdom, and to be look'd upon as one of 43 
the World, even as an Heathen Man, and a 
Publican; for ſo it follows, ver. 17. But if 
he negledt to bear the Church, let him be unto 
thee as an Heathen Man, and a Publican. 
This is call'd a delivering unto Satan, whoſe 1 
Houſe and Kingdom the World is, 1 Tim. 1. 
20. I ſhall only add, that if the Offence 
be publick, private Admonition cannot take | 
Place; but ſuch are publickly to be reproved b 
before all, 1 Tim. v. 20. Them that /in (that 1 
is publickly) rebuke before all, that others alſo 1 
may fear. Which publick Rebuke, if bleſſed i j 
for their Recovery, is ſufficient, and of Con- 1 
ſequence, puts a Stop to further Proceedings; 
if not, the Perſon muſt be ſhut out. All 
which is to be done in a Spirit, not of Paſſion 
and of Pride, but of Meekneſs and of Humi- 
lity; not from Wrath and Rancor, but from 
Bowels of brotherly Love and Compaſſion; 
to Edification, and not to Deſtruction; that 
the Spirit may be ſaved in the Day of the 
Lord, tho? the Fleſh be deſtroyed, 1 Cor. v. 8. 
The Gentleneſs of Chriſt is in nothing more 
ſeen, than in the Diſcipline of this Houſe. 
117%. All in this Houſe ſhould be of one 
Mind, as far as may be; and yet they ſhould 
| have 
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have Compaſſion one of another, 1 Per. ili. 8. 
Finally, be ye all of one Mind, having Compal. 
ion one of another, To be of one Mind in 
Doctrine, Worſhip, and Diſcipline, is a ſweet 

Mercy, and greatly to be deſired in a Church 

of Chriſt : But ſuppoſe in leſſer Matters they 
differ, are they to act Cruelty, as the Church 
of Rome doth, to gain Uniformity? No, they 
are to have Compaſſion one of another. 

12:hly, The Inhabitants of this Houſe are 

to provoke one another to Love, and to good 

Works. Zeb. x. 24. Let us conſider one ano. 

ther, to provoke unto Love and to good Works : 

For the more there is of theſe in a Church of 

Chriſt, the better. There is as ſure and cer- 

tain a Connect ion between a gracious Heart, 

and good Works, as there 1s between the re- 

turning Sun, and the Spring. Branches in 

Chriſt are therefore purg'd that they may bring 


Father glorified, that all planted in this Houſe 
ſhould bring forth mich Fruit, John xv. 8. 
13 hly. The Inhabitants of this Houſe are 

to ſupport the Weak, and to comfort the Fee- 
ble- minded. 1 TH. v. 14. Now we export 
vou, Brethren, comfort the Feeble- minded, 
ſupport the Weak, The Way of the World 
15 
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is the Reverſe of this ; there the Weakeſt go 
to the Wall: It ſhould not be thus in a Church 
of Chriſt ; the Weak in this Houſe ſhould be 
comforted and ſupported : Look, as Chriſt 
hath provided Cordials for ſuch in his Word 
ſo they ſhould be took ſpecial Care of in his 
Houſe. 
14:hly, The Inhabitants of this Houſe are 
to ſhine like Lights, in the midft of a crooked 
and perverſe Generation, Mat. v. 16. This 
leads me to ſay ſomething, how the Inhabi- 
tants of this Houſe ſhould carry it toyards the 
Men of the World. As, 
1/8, Inoffenſively. 1 Cor. x. 32. Give none 
Offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles : 
Such are apt to take Offence where it is not 
given, and much more where it is: The Rock 
on which this Houſe is built, is to them a 
Stone of Stumbling. Now being offended with 
Chriſt, it is no Wonder they are offended 
with his Followers : But as Chriſt gave no juſt 
Cauſe of Offence, neither in his Walk nor in 
his Word; ſo ſhould not we. 
2dly. Reſpectfully. 1 Pet. ii. 17. Honour 
all Men. Tho' Man in his moral Capacity is 
a fallen Creature; yet in his natural Capacity 
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picking Holes, as in Chriſt's Goſpel, ſo in 
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he is a noble Creature, ſo noble as to call for 
Honour. 

2dly. Beneficially, The Inhabitants of this 
Houſe ſhould do good unto all Men, Gal. vi. 
10. As we have therefore Opportunity, let us 
do good unto all Men, They who are bleſſed 
indeed, ſhould be publick Bleſſings 3 their Aim 
ſhould be to reach by their Prayers, as far as 
the Sun doth by its Beams, the darkeft Cor- 
ners of this Earth; as well as to help other 
ways. 

4thly. Exemplarily. The Inhabitants of this 
Houſe ſhould be firſt and forwardeſt in every 
good Work; ſo that others beholding their 


good Works, may glorify him who is their 


Father. Mat. v. 16. Let your Light ſo ſhine 
before Men, that they may ſee your good Works, 
and glorify your Father who is in Heaven. 

5thly. The Inhabitants of this Houſe ſhould 
ſo carry it towards them that are without, as 
to have a Teſtimony in their Conſciences that 
they belong unto Chriſt, and have been with 
Jeſus. | 

6thly. Blameleſly ; ſo as to put to Silence 
the Ignorance of fooliſh Men; who are for 


the | 
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the Coats of all his Followers. 1 Pez. ii. 15. For 
fo is the Will of God, that with well. doing ye 
may put to Silence the Ignorance of fooliſh Men. 

thy. Peaceably: Rom. xii. 18, If it be 
poſſible, as much as in you lies, live peaceably 
with all Men. 

8/bly. Patiently: 1 Thefſ. v. 14. Now we 
exhort you, Brethren, warn them that are un- 
ruly, &c. Be patient toward all Men. 

But, who is ſufficient for theſe Things? 
To be ſure, none of us by his own Wiſdom, 
and in his own Strength: We who are not 
ſufficient of our ſelves, ſo much as to think 
a good Thought, are utterly unable thus to 
fill up the Duties of this Houſe : But therefore 
is it recorded, that the Apoſtle Pau! could do 
all Things, thro' Chriſt that ſtrengthned him; 
that all Church Members might look up for, 
and go forth in the ſame Strength. Without 
the Founder cf this Houſe, none that dwell 
therein can do any Thing acceptably, or ſpi- 
ritually, 

The ſeven Af atick Churches were once fa- 
mous Houſes in a ſpiritual Senſe z but upon 
their being left of God to their own Spirits, 
they ſoon loſt their Glory, and their Fruitful- 
nels, _ degenerated into a Den of Thieves : 
And 
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And fo did the Church at Rome, whoſe Bi- 
ſhors are ſo many ravenous Wolves: Thou. 
fands, if not Millions of Chriſt's Sheep have 
| been devoured by them. I doubt not but 
the Apoſtle Paul had them by a Spirit of 
Prophecy in his Eye, in that noted Place, 
Afs xx. 29. For I know this, that after my 
Departing, ſhall grievous Wolves enter in a- 
mong you, not ſparing the Flock, 

J ſhall cloſe this great and uſeful Head of 
| Diſcourſe, with that ſeaſonable Word of Ex- 
hortation, which, in a peculiar manner, is di- 
rected unto Church Members, Phil. iv. 8. Hi. 
nally, Brethren, whatſoever Things are true, 
whatſoever Things are honeſt, (or venerable, 
as it might be better render'd) what/oever 
Things are juſt, whatſoever Things are pure, 
what ſoever Things are lovely, whatſoever T, hings 
are of good Report; if there be any Virtue, 
and if there be any Praiſe, think on theſe Things. 
Thoſe Things which ye have both learned, and 
received, and heard, and ſeen in me, do: And 
the God of Peace ſhall be with you. 
How would Church Members ſhine in their 
Lives, beyond the Shinings of Moſes's Face, 
did they walk by this excellent Rule! They 
would alſo approve themſelves to be the Ex- 
cellent 
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cellent of the Earth, in whom is all Chriſt's 
Delight; and be the Wonder and Delight of 
Angels, as well as the Joy of the whole Earth. 

To which End, Goſpel Churches ſhould 
watch unto Prayer, not barely for themſelves, 
but for all Siſter Churches, for a New Teſta- 
ment Effuſion of the ever-bleſſed Spirit: For 
as he is poured forth, ſo Churches thrive ; and 
as he is with-held, they decay. It is to the 
full as impoſſible, by any Ways or Means, to 
prevent the Growth of grey Heirs in Goſpel 
Churches without the Spirit; as it is by artifi- 
cial Lights and Fires to prevent the Return 
either of the Night, or of the Winter, with- 
out the Sun. Inſtead of deſpiſing, or cenſuring, 
or back-biting one another, we ſhould ply 
the Throne; and beg that the Spirit, as Floods, 
may be poured forth from on high, upon our 
ſclves, and upon all Siſter Churches. 


IX. I ſhall next conſider the Glory of this 
Houſe, of which ſo many, and ſuch glorious 
Things are ſpoke in Scripture, But I ſhall 
firſt tell you, both negatively and poſitively, 
wherein its Glory doth not, and wherein it 
doth conſiſt : For, glorious as it is, the World 
can ſee no Glory in it, why they ſhould deſire 
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to dwell therein: They ſee no Form or 
Comelineſs in Chriſt, the Founder; no Won- 
der then, that this Houſe 1s without Beauty in 
- their Eye. 
1/. The Glory of which conſiſts not in a. 

ny Thing that is Jeuiſb, or Ceremonial ; ſuch 
as Veſſels of Gold and Silver, rich and coſtly 
Veſtments, Muſical Inſtruments, in burning of 
Incenſe, and the like; which are call'd carnal 
Ordinances, becauſe they were but the Shell, or 
Shadow of that which is ſpiritual : All which 
are of no more uſe in a Goſpel Church, than the 
Stars are in our Horizon, when the Sun is up, 
They had their full and moſt bleſſed Accompliſh- 
ment in Chriſt, by whom they were laid aſide; 
and to bring them back into Goſpel Churches, 
is to fill this Houſe with Smoak, not with 
Light and Glory. 
2dly. The Glory of this Houſe conſiſts not 

in any Thing that 1s popiſh and ſuperſtitious; 
ſach as Will-worſhip, tho* never fo pom- 

pouſly perform'd; or oral, unwritten Tradi- 

tions, of which Rome is full; or in having 

the Legends of Saints (falſly ſo called) preſer- 

ved, and read in it; or in being the Repo- 

ſitory of old and good for nothing Relicks: 

Chriſm and Holy Water have no Place in 

this 
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this Houſe; neither have Penances, Indul- 


gences, or Pilgrimages; with a Number of 


crafty Contrivances calculated to gain Wealth 
and Power, as well as to ſupport Tyranny and 
Ambition: Theſe are the main Pillars and 


Supports of Antichriſt's Kingdom; but the 


Houſe in my Text needs not ſuch broken 
Reeds and Bulruſhes to uphold it; it is too 


holy to receive ſuch Traſh, and too wiſe to 


dote on ſuch Trumpery. 

zaly. The Glory of this Houſe conſiſts not 
in any Thing that is worldly ; ſuch as the 
Grandeur, Honours, Riches and Learning of 
this World: The two latter may have their 
Uſe in this Houſe : Riches, in providing for 
our ſelves and Families, and in relieving Chrilt's 
Poor, and maintaining his Miniſters : Learn- 
ing alſo hath its Uſe in tranſlating the Scrip- 
tures, which were writ in Hebrew and Greek; 
and giving the true grammatical Senſe of 


Words; and in accounting for ſeveral Phraſes 


made uſe of, eſpecially in the Old Teſtament ; 


and in defending the Truth ſo as to filence 


Gain-ſayers : But they are no Part of its ſpi- 

ritual Glory, 
Wherein then conſiſts the Glory of this 

Houſe? To be ſure, ſuch as the Houſe is» 


M 2 ſuch 


—— 1 — 
- = - - 7 - 
8 > Fol IE - 
r 8 


| 


= 
1 
4 
iv! 
is 
15 
„* 
9 
0 
i 
\ 


1 „ 
9 
4 
* = 
we 
. 
"4 
1 
* 
4 
1 
Iv 
11 
* 
FE 
_ 


— ng het, e oo VEE TEE — * 
— S - * - 0 > * wget 
- Ps — 2 — — . 


— 


— 


130 On CHURCH DISCIPLINE, 


ſuch muſt its Glory be, to wit, en and 
heavenly: As, 

1, It conſiſts in a rich and moſt plentiful 
Effuſion of Chriſt's Spirit upon all its Inhabi- 
tants. This is a conſiderable Branch of its 
Glory. The Spirit was given but ſparingly 
unto Old Teſtament Saints; but to us of the 
New Teſtament, he is promis'd as Floods, 
Lai. xliv. 3. Now, being Chriſt's Glorifier, 
the more plentifully he is poured forth, the 
more he fills this Houſe with Glory, _ 

2dly. Multiplied Tokens of a ſpecial Pre- 
fence, are a conſiderable Branch of its Glory. 
Theſe were many and viſible under the Old 
Teſtament, ſuch as the Cloud that filled the 
Temple, and the Shining from between the 
Cherubims, and God's Communing with his 
People from the Mercy-Seat z but they are 
many more under the New, ſuch as Conviction 
and Converſion Works, further Teachings, 
a being comforted, built up and eſtabliſhed, 
or recover'd and ftrengthned, by the Preach- 
ing of the Word; which are not the leſs real, 


by being ſpiritual and inviſible. 


zadly. Spiritual and pure Worſhip is another 


conſiderable Branch of its Glory.  Lip-Service, 
when without the Her, as well as Will- 


Worſhip, 
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Worſhip, are a Diſgrace, rather than an Or- 
nament unto it: For the God, whom the In- 
habitants of this Houſe ſerve, is a Spirit; and 
they that worſhip him, muſt. NY him in 
Spirit and in Truth. 


4thly. The free Uſe and l Improve- 


ment of that Book of Books, the Bible, is a 


conſiderable Branch of its Glory, The having, 
the lively Oracles of God committed. unto the 
Fewiſh Church, to be kept and peruſed by 
them, is mention'd as Part of their Glory, 
Rom. iii. 2. tho they were entruſted only with 
the Books of the Old Teſtament : How much 


more is it for the Glory of this Houſe, to be 


\ entruſted with all the Books of the New alſfo-? 
This is a Treaſure which cannot be over-valued. 
I have often ſaid it, that the free Uſe of the Bible 


is worth all the Expence both of Blood and 
Treaſure, England was at during the late War 


The Pope's taking this Book out of the Hands 


of the People, ſpeaks him to be the Man of 


Sin mention'd in the New. Teſtament. 


5¹ hy. The ſucceſsful Preaching of the ever- 


laſting Goſpel, is another Branch of its Glory. 
When the Goſpel runs in this Houſe and is 
glorified, and is own'd of God both to bring 
in, and to build up; eſpecially to bring in th: 
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Seed of the Inhabitants of this Houſe, and 
their Seed's Seed, with their near and dear 
Relations, and ſuch as ſerve them; this is a 
conſiderable Branch of its Glory: As is alſo 
its being bleſſed to convert Strangers : When 
Sinners flee as a Cloud, and flock unto Chriſt, 
as Doves to the Windows, and Zion's Con- 
verts are like the Drops of Dew, then is this 
Houſe full of Glory. 
6thly. The pure Adeinifirudin of the Seals, 
ſuch as Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, in this 
Houſe,. is another conſiderable Branch of its iſ 
Glory ; when theſe are ſo adminiſtred, as not 
to be abuſed nor expoſed ; but adminiftred in 
Faith, according to the Rule and ee | 
of the Goſpel: ; 
7thly. Able Paſtors and faithful Deacons i 
are another conſiderable Branch of the Glory 
of this Houſe ;, when its Miniſters are ſuch as 
need not be aſhamed, rightly dividing the? 
Word of God; and its Deacons ſuch as fulfil 
the Miniſtry they have receiv'd. 
 8:hly. The Gifts and Graces of all the Inha. 
| bitants of this Houſe are a conſiderable Par 
4 ef its Glory: For in the Exerciſe of theſ: 
eſpecially of the latter, they ſhine like Ligh 
in the Midſt of a crooked and perverſe Gene 
8 ration 


who hath been calling them out of Ee 
into his marvellous Light. 

gthly. Strictneſs of Diſcipline is another con- 
ſiderable Branch of the Glory of this Houſe; 
when its Power in binding and looſing is not 
laid afide, nor abuſed; but put forth, accord- 
ing to Scripture Rule, to Goſpel Ends; which 
is Edification, and not Deſtruction. 
Tothly. Holineſs of Life and Converſation, 


or its Inhabitants being fill'd with thoſe Fruits 


of Righteouſneſs, which in and thro? Chriſt, 


are to the Praife and Glory of God, is ano- 


ther Branch wherein conſiſts the Glory of this 


| Houſe : For, this is the Will of God, con- 


cerning all the Inhabitants of this Houſe, e- 


ven their Sanctification. What ſaith the Pfal- 
| miſt? Pal. xciii. 5. Holineſs becometh thine 


Houſe, and thy People for ever. 


1 1thly, Its Inhabitants being of one Heart, 
and of one Judgment in the Things of God, 
is a conſiderable Branch of the Glory of this 


Houſe. 1 Cor. i. 10. Now T beſeech you, Bre- 


thren, in the Name of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
that ye all ſpeak the ſame Thing; and that there 
be no Diviſions among you; but that ye be per- 


fab 
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ration; and ſhew forth the Praiſes of him, 


134 On CHURCH DisciPLiNE. 


' fettly joined together in the ſame Mind, and in 
the ſame Judgment. 

In a Word, the more the Inhabitants of this 
Houſe know of God in Chriſt, and enjoy of 
him, and the more like they are unto him, 
and the clofer they walk with him, the great- 
er is their Glory; who, as they grow in Grace, 
and in the Knowledge of God the Father, and 
of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, appear the more glori- 
ous: Thus their being able to teach others; 
their Power with God in Prayer, and their 
humble exemplary Walk, is no ſmall Part of 
their Glory, 

Thus you ſee wherein the Glory of this 
Houſe doth not, and wherein it doth conſiſt. 
I ſhall next conſult the lively Oracles of God; 
and obſerve,. firſt out of the Old, and then out 
of the New Teſtament, the many glorious 
Things ſpoke concerning it :. In compariſon of 
which, the four univerſal Monarchies, with all 
the Kingdoms of this Earth, are called Moun- 
tains of Prey, as being inhabited by ſuch as 
act more like Beaſts of Prey than Men: P/a/, 
Ixxvi. 4. Thou art more glorious and excellent 
than the Mountains of Prey; ſaith God to, and 
of Zion; which was. but the Type or Shadow 

| BE of 
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of Goſpel Churches, and ſo of good Things 
to come. Spiritual Zion far excels any Thing 
that was viſible under the Old Teſtament, for 
it was but ſhadowed forth thereby. 

1. Was Zion of old beautiful for Situation? 
Pſal. xlii. 2. Beautiful for Situation is Mount 
Zion: This is moſt true of Goſpel Churches, 
| whoſe Situation is in the Days of the Son of 
| Man, and fo near unto God, being under the 
very Shadow of Chriſt ; where God not only 
| walks, but is ſaid to dwell, 2 Cor. vi. 16. 
| As God hath ſaid, I will dwell in them, and 
| walk in them. 
| 2dly. Was Zion of old the Joy of the whole 
| Earth? as in the Place but now quoted, Beau- 
| tiful for Situation, the Foy of the whole Earth 
is Mount Zion: Goſpel Churches are ſo, nay, 
more ſo, as they bring down greater, becauſe 

more ſpiritual Bleſſings, by their Prayers, up- 
on all Mankind; in Anſwer to which, the 
| whole Earth ſhall one Day be filled with 
Glory. 

3aly. Was Zion the City of the great King, 
where he kept his Court, and beſtowed Fa- 
vours and Bleſſings in great Abundance ? as it 
is called in the Place but now quoted, On the 
Sides Y the North, the City of the great King : 

Goſpel 
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Goſ pel Churches are much more ſo: Chriſt's 
Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the End 
of the World, as it reſpects the Paſtor, hath 
made them ſo, Matth. xxviii. 20. together 
with his Promiſe of a like Preſence unto the 
People, Matth. xviii, 20, For where two or 
three are gathered together in my * there 
am I in the midſt of them. 
4b. Was God known in Zion's Palaces 
for a Refuge, even in all the Times of Zion's 
Troubles uader the Old Teſtament ? P/al. 
xlviii. 3. God is known in her Palaces for 
a Refuge : Thus hath he made himſelf 
known Times without Number in Goſpel 
Churches, in working Salvations of all kinds, 
ſpiritual, as well as temporal ; and national as 
well as family; and perſonal, in Anfwer to the 
united Prayers of Goſpel Churches. 
£5thly. Is Zion called the Perfection of Beau- 
ty? P/al. I. 2. Out of Zion, the Perfection of 
Beauty : Goſpel Churches are as beautiful in 
Chriſt's Eye; for as their Glory is more ſpi- 
ritual, ſo their Heauty is not leſs, but the 
greater. 
6hly. Is it ſaid of Zion, 1 out of Zion 
God hath ſhined? as in the Verſe but now 
quoted, Out of Zion, the Conn of Beauty, 
Cod 


* 
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God hath ſbined; that is, gloriouſly manifeſt- 
ed, as well as ſweetly communicated of him- ' 
ſelf unto his People: All this holds true, in a 
more large and comprehenſive Senſe, of Goſpel 
Churches ; where the Goſpel is preached with- 
out a Veil, and all with open Face behold the 
Glory of God as in a Glaſs. 
7thly. Had Zion of old many Bulwarks, 
and many Palaces? P/al. xlviii. 13. Mark ye 
well her Bulwarks, conſider her Palaces : Goſ- 
| pel Churches abound both with Bulwarks, and 
with Palaces; for a ſpecial Preſence is both un- 
to them; their Glory, as well as their Defence. 
| 8:hly. Did the Lord love the Gates of Zion 
more than all the Dwellings of Jacob? Pal. 
| lxxxvii. 2. The Lord loveth the Gates of Zion 
more than all the Dwellings of Jacob: Such was 
| the Pleaſure he took in her ſolemn Aſſemblies 
for publick Worſhip: No leſs Pleaſure doth he 
take in our Church Meetings, whenever Goſ- 
pel Churches are gathered together in his Name, 
for publick Worſhip ; who evidences the Plea- 
ſure he takes in them, by manifeſting' and 
c ommunicating of himſelf unto them. 
gthly, Was it ſaid of Zion of old, that this, 
and that Man was born in her? P/al. Ixxxvii. 
5. And of Zion it ſhall be ſaid, "This, and = 
Ke an 
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ſweet and moſt encouraging Promiſe, Pray for 


how the Houſe of God at Feru/alem, influen- 


of; and thus ſhould the Glory of God in his 


Man was born in ber: Are not Goſpel 
Churches full of ſuch ſpiritual Births? Hoy 
many have been born to God under the Mi. 
niſtry of Goſpel Churches, in this great City? 
10thly. Is it ſaid of Zion, that the Lord 
himſelf will eſtabliſh her? as in the Cloſe gf 
the Verſe but now quoted; and, that when he 
ſhall build up Zion, he will appear in his Glo- 
ry? Pſal. cii. 16. When the Lord ſpall Build 
up Zion, be will appear in his Glory : All this 
hath, and will have a further, even its full 
Accompliſhment, under latter Day .Glory, as 
to Goſpel Churches. 
It may not be amiſs here to recite, at leaſt 
ſome of the Promiſes made to ſuch as love 
Zion, with the Threatnings denounced againſt 
ſuch as hate her. Pſalm cxxii. 6. contains a 


the Peace of Feruſalem : They ſhall proſper that 
love thee. Peace be within thy Walls, and Proſ- 
perity within thy Palaces, For my Brethren 
and Companions ſakes, I will now ſay, Peact 
be within thee. Becauſe of the Houſe of the 
Lord our God, I will ſeek thy Good. Obſerve 


ced the Pſalmiſt's Heart to ſeck the Good there: 


Churches 


— 
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Churches influence all Church Members to pray 
for the Peace, and ſeek the Good of the Church 
to which they ſtand related, and of all Goſpel 
Churches. How ſuch are blefſed, you have 
an Account at large, P/al. cxxi. 5, &c. The 
Lord is thy Keeper: The Lord is thy Shade up- 
on thy Right Hand. The Sun ſhall not ſmite 
thee by Day; nor the Moon by Night. The 
Lord ſhall preſerve thee from all Evil: He ſhall 
preſerve thy Soul, The Lord ſhall preſerve 
thy going out, and thy coming in. 

A Word concerning the Threatnings de- 
nounced againſt ſuch as hate Zion. Pſal. cxxix. 
5, &c. Let them all be confounded and turned 
back that hate Zion. Let them be as the Graſs 
upon the Houſe Tops, which withereth before it 
groweth up: Wherewitb the Mower filleth not 
his Hand; nor he that bindeth Sheaves, his Bo- 
ſom, Neither do they who go by, ſay, The 
Bleſſing of the Lord be upon you. 

Thus you ſee briefly and in a few Words, 
what glorious Things are ſpoke in Type, or 
by way of Prophecy, in a Figure, concerning 
Goſpel Churches, under the Old Teſtament. 
A few Words concerning their Glory as ex- 
preſſed in the New; where Churches of Chriſt 


are called by a great Variety of ſweet and em- 
5 N Phatical 
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phatical Names, all cxptellive of their Glo- 

: 
1ſt. They are called golden Candleſticks. 
Rev. i. 12. And I turned to ſee the Voice that 
ſpate with me, and I ſaw ſeven golden Candle- 
Picks; which Chriſt himſelf explains of the ſe- 
ven Churches, ver. 20. The ſeven Candleſticks 
which thou ſaweſt are the ſeven Churches : An 
Emblem expreſſive both of the Worth and 
Uſefulneſs of Goſpel Churches : Their being 
Candleſticks of Gold expreſſes their Worth'; 
and their being compared to Candleſticks ex- 
preſſes their Uſe; which is, by holding forth 
the Light of the Goſpel, to enlighten a dark 
World. 'So that a Goſpel Miniſtry 1s a Light 
held forth by the Church to which that Mini- 
ſtry belongs, which is honour'd whenever its 
Miniſtry is own'd, either to convert or to build 
UP, & | 
- 2dly. They are called the Pillar and Ground of 
Truth. 1 Tim. ii. 7. But if 1 tarry long, &c. 
 evbich is the Church of the living God, the Pil. 
lar and Ground of Truth ; which is not. to be 
underſtood as if the Goſpel owed its Original 
unto the Church, but unto Chrift, - the Head 
of the Church. Goſpel Churches are only as 
4 Mears, or Inſtrument in Chriſt's Hand, in 
5 publiſhing 
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publiſhing and preſerving whole and entire the 
Book of God, and the glad Tidings it con- 
tains, to wit, the Goſpel. 

zaly. Goſpel Churches are called the Lord's 
Heritage, or the Lord's Clergy ; for Clergy 
and Inheritance are ſynony mous Terms. Thus 
the People of God were called under the Old 
Teſtament, and not the Prieſts only; Deut. 
iv. 20. But the Lord hath taken you, and brought 
you forth out of the iron Furnace, even out of 
Egypt, to be unto him a People of Inheritance, 
as ye are this Day: And ſo, chap. ix. 29. 27. 
they are thy People, and thine Inberitance : 
And chap. xxxu, 9. For the Lord's Portion is 
his People, and 1ſrael is the Lot of his Inberi- 
tance, Thus they are once and again called 
in the P/alms of David; to wit, P/al. xxxiii. 
12. Pſal. Ixxiv. 2. and Pſal. Ixxviii. 72. And 
thus are the Churches of Chriſt called under 
the New, 1 Pet. v. 1, &c. The Elders that 
are among you, I exhort, who am alſo an El- 
der, &c. Feed the Flock of God that is among 
you, taking the Over/ight thereof, not by con- 
firaint, but willingly; not for filthy Lucre, 
but of a ready Mind; neither as being Lords 
over God's Heritage, or Clergy : For the Word 
in the Original is xang@, which is but once 

| N 2 uſed. 
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uſed in the New Teſtament, to wit, in 
the Place but now quoted, where it is ſpoke, 
not of Officers or Overſeers in this Houſe only, 
but of all the People: So that the People are 
properly the Clergy, that is, God's Heritage, 
and not the Officers in a Church of Chriſt 
only. | 

4thly. Churches of Chriſt are alta the Houſe 
of God in the New Teſtament. Thus Zion 
was call'd his Dwelling-Place in the Old, 
P/al. Ixxvi. 2. In Salem alſo is his Tabernacle, 
and his Dwelling-Place in Zion : And thus are 
Churches of Chriſt called in the New, 1 Tim, 
ii. 974 That thou mayeſt know bow to behave 
thy ſelf in the Houſe of God, which is the 
Church of the living God. Now if the Houſes 
of earthly Kings are ſumptuous and ſtately 
Buildings, well founded, ſtrongly erected, ad- 
mirably contrived, curiouſly finiſn'd, richly 
turniſhed in a worldly Senſe ; how rich and 
coſtly, how ſtrong and ſtately, how magnih- 
cent and excelling muſt Goſpel Churches, the 
Houſe of the n God, be, in een 
Ssnſe! 

5thly. Goſpel Churches are not TE call 
God's Houſe, but his Temple. 1 Cor. iii. 16. 
Know ye not, that ye are the Temple of God! 
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And fo, ver. 17. If any Man defile the Tem- 
ple of God, him ſhall God deſtroy, Now So- 
lomon's Temple was the moſt coſtly and 
magnificent Structure the World ever ſaw: 
Many Millions were laid out upon it, eſpeci-— 
ally in finiſhing of it, and in the many Vel- 
ſels of pure Gold that were therein; but there 
was that in the Temple which was more pre- 
cious than all the Gold of Ophir, to wit, the 
Tokens of a Divine Preſence, or the Dwelling 
of God between the Cherubims; of which the 
Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, P/al. Ixxx. 1. O thou that 
dwelleſt between the Cherubims, ſhine forth, 
It is true, the Glory of God in Goſpel 
Churches, is not ſo viſible as it was in the 
Cloud that fill'd the Temple, or in the Shining 
forth from between the Cherubims; but the 
Reaſon is, becauſe it is more ſpiritual, To 
be ſure, as the Spirit was not given unto Old 
Teſtament Saints, in the large and plentiful 
Degree, in which it is given unto Saints of 
the New; ſo Grace was not acted in the Tem- 
ple, as It is in Goſpel Churches; that is, drawn: 
iorth to ſuch a Degree. 1 ee 
thy. Such is the Glory of Goſpel Churches, 
that their Meſſengers are called the Glory of 
Chriſt, 2 Cor, vill, 23. Or our Brethren be 
A: —_— enguired 
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enquired of, they are the Meſſengers of the. 
Churches, and the Glory of Chriſt. Chriſt, 
you all know, is the Lord and King of Glory; 
to be his Glory, therefore, in any Senfe, who 
is the Lord of Glory, muſt carry a great deal 
of Glory in and under it. Now if the Meſ- 
ſengers of Goſpel Churches are the Glory of 
Chriſt, what muſt the Churches themſelves be? 
Surely, much more his Glory. | 
7thly. Such is the Glory of Goſpel Churches, 
that their Miniſters are called, not only God's 
Stewards, but Chriſt's Ambaſſadors, 2 Cor. v. 
20. Now then we are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, 
as tho) God did beſeech you by us, we pray you, 
in Cbriſts ſtead, be ye reconciled unto God. To 
be called Angels is much, which Goſpel Mini- 
fters are once and again, Rev. ii. 1, 8, 12, 18. but 
to be called Chriſt's Ambaſſadors is much more. 
Io conclude this Head: The Glory of this 
Houle is not what the Men of the World ad- 
mire; but what they deſpiſe, and call Fooliſh- 
reſs. As Chriſt the Founder, ſo every Thing 
in this Houſe is without Form in their Eye. 
I ſhall clofe all with this ſingle Remark, 
that if the Glory of the Church Militant be 
thus great, how great muſt the Glory of the 
Church Triumphant be! If God hath made ſuck 
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a World as this is for the Church Militant, 
what muſt the World be, he hath made for 
the Church Triumphant! If your Inn be thus 
ſweet, your Home and. Reſt muſt be much 
ſweeter. „ | 

This ſpiritual Houſe, with all its Glory, is 
but as the Porch to Heaven; in it we ſee but 
darkly, and thro* a Glaſs, what. we ſhall there 
ſee Face to Face; and do but taſte and fip of 
thoſe Pleaſures, of which we ſhall there drink 
full Draughts. 

I ſhall next conſider the Figure which Gol. 
pel Churches, diftinſ from their Officers, 
made in primitive Times; how far they were 
from ſtanding for Cyphers in the Eye of their 
Officers, even the Apoſtles themſelves; who 
are ſo far from over-looking them, that we read 
not of their concluding any Thing without them. 

I cannot better begin this Head, than by 
obſerving how great Honour the Spirit put up- 
on them in fo ordering it, that moſt. of Paul's 
_ Epiſtles ſhould be directed unto them: They 
are not writ and directed to the Officers, but 
to the Churches. Thus the Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans was not directed to the Paſtor at Rome; 
but to the whole Church, even to all the Saints 
there; ; Rom. i. 7. 7 o all that be in Rome, be- 

| loved 
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loved of Gad, called to be Saints: And ſo were 
both his Epiſtles to the Corinthians directed 
to the Church at Corinth, and not to the Pa- 
ſtors only: And his Epiſtle to the Galatians; 
to the Churches of Galatia, Gal. i. 2. Unto 
the Churches of Galatia, It is not to the Off- 
cers of the Churches of Galatia, how many 
and conſiderable ſoever they might be; but 
to the Churches of Galatia : And his Epiſtle 
to the Epheſians, and that to the Philippians, 
and that to the Coloffians, and both his Epi- 
ſtles to the Theſſalonians. 
. 2dly, In the Caſe of the i Perſon, 
nothing was done by the Apoſtle Paul without 
the Church; who ſends his Inſtructions to the 
Church, and not to its Officers only, both 
how to deal with him, and how to confirm 
their Love unto him. Of the firſt you read 
at large, 1 Cor. v. 4. In the Name of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, when ye are gathered together, 
and my Spirit, with the Power of our Lora 
Feſus Chriſt : To deliver fuch an one unto Satan, 
for the Deſtruction of the Fleſh, Obſerve both 
the Solemnity, and the Publickneſs of the Cen- 
ſure : It was not to be done in private, by the 
Officers of the Church alone and by themſelves; 
no, it was to be done at one of their Church 

Meetings, 
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Meetings, when the Church, to which this E- 
piſtle was writ and is directed, was gathered 
together. Accordingly, the Cenſure then paſ- 
ſed is called, a Puniſhment or Cenſure inflicted 
by many, 2 Cor. ii. 6. Safficient to ſuch a 
Man is this Puniſhment, or Cenſure, which was 
inflited of many. Of confirming their Love 
unto this inceſtuous Perſon, upon his Repen- 
tance, you read, 2 Cor. ii. 7, 8. So that con- 
trariwiſe, ye ought rather to forgive bim, and 
comfort bim; left, perhaps, ſuch an one ſhould 
be ſwallowed up with over-much Sorrow, Where- 
fore I beſeech you, that ye would confirm your 
Love towards him. To whom ye forgive any 
Thing, I forgive alſo. In all which, he directs 
himſelf to the Church, and not to its Officers 
only : He ſays not, that to whom the Paſtor 
forgives any Thing, or the Officers of the 
Church, he forgives alſo: Neither doth he 
ſay, that the Church ought, in this Particular, 
to ſee with their Paſtor*s Eyes, and forgive as 
he ſhall forgive : No, he is fo far from recom- 
mending ſuch blind Doings, that he aſſures 
them he would forgive, if they, the Church, ſaw 
tt to forgive. It is very obſervable, that the A- 
poſtle directs both his Epiſtles to the Corinthians 
an to the Church, 1 Cor. i. 2. Unto tb 
Church 
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Church of. God which is at Corinth : Thus the 
firſt Epiſtle is directed, and ſo is the Second, 
2 Cor. 1, 1. Unto the Church of God which is at 
Corinth. Now I am apt to think, that one Rea- 
ſon why he mentions the Church in both, was, 
to ſet the Power of dealing with diſorderly Mem- 
bers upon a right Foot; to let us know, 
with whom Chriſt, the Lord of this Houſe, 
had lodg'd the Power of caſting ſuch out, and 
of receiving of them in again upon their Re. 
pentance; that it is lodged by Chriſt with the 
Church, and not with its Officers only. 
Zaly. In the no leſs momentous Caſe than 
that of the Gentile Converts, whether they 
ought to be circumciſed and obſerve the Law 
of Moſes, the Apoſtles at Feruſalem, tho? all 
alive, and acted by an infallible Spirit, yet de- 
termin'd nothing without the whole Church, 
Adds xv. 22. Then pleaſed it the Apoſtles and 
Elders, with the whole Church, to ſend choſen 
Men of their own Company to Antioch, with | 
Paul and Barnabas: And wrote Letters ) 
them after this Manner, The Apoſtles, and 
| Elders, and Brethren ſend greeting, unto the 
Brethren which are of the Gentiles in Antioch, 
. ant Aids and Cilicia, Obſerve, it is not, the 

Officers of the Church. at Feruſalem , ſend 
greeting 
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greeting to the Officers in the Churches which 
are of the Gentiles; but, the Brethren, with 
their Officers, that is, the Church at Feru/ſalem 
ſend greeting to the Brethren which are of the 
Gentiles, that is, to the Church at Antioch, 

and the Churches of Syria and Cilicia. Now 
obſerve what follows, ver. 25. It ſeemed good 
unto us; us the Brethren, as well as us the A. 
poſtles and Elders; being aſſembled with one 
Accord : By which it 1s evident the Apoſtles 
and Elders did nothing privately and by them- 
ſeives, without the Knowledge, Preſence and 
Conſent of the Brethren : And fo ver. 28. It 
ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt, and to us, to lay 
upon you no greater Burden, &c. it is not, It 
ſeemed good to the Holy Ghoſt, and to the 
Apoſtles, and Elders ; but to the Holy Ghoſt, 
and us the Brethren, as well as the Apoſtles 
and Elders: By all which, great Honour is 
put upon the Brethren of a Church of Chriſt, 
as well as upon its Officers, 

It is alſo worthy of your Notice, that when 
't was determined that Paul and Barnabas, 
with certain other of them, ſhould go up to 
Feruſalem about the Queſtion, they were 
brought on their Way by the Church, ver. 3. 
And being brought on their Way by the Church ; 
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a plain Intimation, that it was the Church that 
ſent them, otherwiſe the Church would hardly 
have conducted them: And as the Church at 
Antioch conducted them, ſo the Church at 
Feruſalem received them, ver. 4. And when 
they were come to Feruſalem, they were received 
of the Church, and of the Apoſtles and Elders, 
Obſerve, the Apoſtles and Elders did not ſo 
much as receive theſe Meſſengers alone and | 
by themſelves, without the Church; but in 
receiving of them, the Church hath the firſt | 
Place given it, in this faithful and full Ac- 
count of Matters, before not only their Officers, | 
but the Apoſtles themſelves ; which ſeems to | 
me, to intimate, that the Church at Antioch | 
ſent to the Church at Feruſalem, as well as to 
the Apoſtles, about this weighty Affair. 
4thly. The Apoſtle Paul writes himſelf, 
with the reſt of the Apoſtles, the Churches } 
Servants for Chriſt's fake, 2 Cor. iv. 5. For 
we preach not our ſelves, but Chriſt Feſus the | 
Lord; and our ſelves your Servants, for Feſus 
ſake, Now, what an Honour muſt it be for 
any Society of Men, to have ſuch Servants as 
the Apoſtles were, Men ſo own'd and honour- 
ed of God. The Pope, from a Shew of feign- 
ed Humility, writes himſelf Servus Servorum, | 
the 
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the Servant of Servants; but in ſo doing 
he doth. but mock the Lord of. this Houle, 
impoſe upon its Inhabitants, . and give himſelf 
the Lie; for his triple Crown ſpeaks him to 
be a King of Kings, rather than a Servant of 
Servants : So far is he from appearing at Rome 
in the Form of a Servant, that he there exalts 
himſelf above all that is called God, or is wor- 
ſhipped ; no Caeſar ever appear'd in fuch 
Pomp and Splendor, as he there appears. 
thy. According to the Direction of Chriſt, 
the Builder of this Houſe, every particular 
Goſpel Church is the laſt Reſort, or higheſt 
Tribunal, from which there is no Appeal. In 
Things relating unto it ſelf, the Help and Aſ- 
ſiſtance of Siſter Churches may be called for, 
who may, by Advice, endeavour to prevent. 
or retrieve a Miſtake in Judgment committed 
by a Siſter Church: But to pretend to be 4. 
Tribunal above a particular Church, ſo as the 
Church ſhall not judge for it ſelf in its own. 
Concerns, is without Rule in Scripture nay, f 
t is contrary to the Rule laid down by Chriſt, | 
Mat, xviii. 17. Aud if he ſhall neglect to hear 
ſbem, tell it unto the Church : But if be neg. 
cr to hear the Church, let him be to thee as an 


| Heathen Man an, a * 
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-61hly." The Meſſengers you read of, 2 Cor. 
viii. 23. who are calPd the Glory of Chriſt, 
are expreſly ſaid to be the Meſſengers of the 
Churches, Or our Brethren be enquired of, they 
are the Meſſengers of the Churches, Obſerve, 
they are not called the Meſſengers of the Apo- 
ſtles, or the Meſſengers of the Officers of one, 
or of more Churches; but the Churches Meſ- 
ſengers, and the Glory of Chriſt. 
thy. The Apoſtle's Exhortation unto the 
Brotherhood, ſpeaks the Figure which Goſpel 
Churches made in primitive Times, 1 Te. v. 
14. Now we exhort you, Brethren, warn them 
that are unruly, comfort the Feeble-minded, ſup- 
port the Weak: And fo, Gal. vi. 1, 2. Bre- 
thren, if a Man be overtaken in a Fault, ye 
who are ſpiritual, reſtore ſuch an one in the 
Spirit of Meekneſs ; conſidering thy ſelf, left 
thou alſo be tempted. Bear ye one anotber's 
Burdens, and ſo fulfil the Law of Chriſt : And 
ſo, Col. iii. 16. Let the Word of Chriſt dwell 
in you richly in all Wiſdom, Os. and ad- 
moniſhing one another, 
g. hy. The Choice of the People. by holding 

up of their Hands, is repreſented and ſpoke iſ 
of in Scripture, as being Chriſt's Ordinance, 
to 85 and "_ Vu. Paſtors of Goſpel 


Churches; ; 


4D wa 
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Churches; for this is the proper Signification 
of the Word made uſe of, As xiv. 23. of 
which more immediately. So that the Paſtor, 
from and by their Choice of him, - hath his 
Character according to the Charter of this 
Houſe 3 who is Paſtor to no other Church, 
ſave to the Church that choſe him; as the 
Lord Mayor and Sherifls of London re- 
ceive their Character from the Choice of the 
People, according to London's Charter, and 
are Officers to no other City, ſave that which 
choſe them: This hinders not Paſtors recei- 
ving from Chriſt, both their Fitneſs for their 
Office, and their Office Power, or what their 
Duty is, Thus the Charter of London ſettles 
the Power both of its Mayor and Sheriffs, 
and their Duty; but the Livery-Men, accord- 
ing to London's Charter, chooſe into this Office 
from among themſelves, and determine who 
ſhall be the Men that ſhall bear theſe Charac- 
ters, and diſcharge this Truſt ; ſo that they, 


of private Men, become Sheriffs, by the Choice: 
of the Citizens, according to London's Charter. 


Thus Chriſt, the Lord of this Houſe, by the 
Choice of its Inhabitants makes Paſtors, or 
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gives, as he ſees fit, to any of its Inhabitants: 
his Character; as he did when the Apoſtle 
* & Paul. 
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Paul was alive and preſent, Acts xiv. 23. Ard 
when they had ordained them Elders in ever 
Church, and had prayed with Faſting, they 
commended them to the Lord, on whom they be- 
Tieved;, which was done, not by the Apoſtles 
laying on of Hands, but by the Peoples hold- 
ing up of their Hands; for ſo the Word X 
_ To44ce)):5 properly ſignifies: They were crea- 
ted, made, conſtituted, appointed, or ordain- 
ed Elders by the Choice of the People, ſigni- 
fied by the holding up of the Hands; all which 
is according unto the Charter purchaſed tor, 
and given unto them by the Lord Jeſus Ehriſt; 
Juſt as Perſons are made, created, conſtituted, 
and appointed Sheriffs by the Choice of the 
| Peopic holding up their Hands at G]⁰d- Hall, 
according to the Charter of London; to which 
Choice the Government ſays an Amen, by 
{ricaring them into their Office; as Chriſt 
liys an Amen of Approbation, and of Accep · 
tance to the Choice of the People, by being 
with the Perſon ſo choſe, and commanding 
the Bleſſing, to which End he is ſought un- 
to by Faſting and Prayer. 

 ofthly. What a Church of Chriſt, keeping 
cloſe to the Rule of the Word, binds on Earth, 

is laid by Chriſt himſelf, to be bound in Hea- 


ven 
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ven; and what a Church of Chritt ſhall looſe 
on Earth, is ſaid to be looſed in Heaven, 
Mat. xviii. 18. Verily, I ſay unto y:4,. what-- 
ſoever ye ſhall bind on Earth, ſpall be bound in. 1 
Heaven; and whatſoever ye ſpall looſe on Earth, | 
ſhall be looſed in Heaven: Which Words are 

ſpoke of the Church mentioned, ver. 17. as 

being the laſt Tribunal upon Earth in its own. 

Affairs, ſuch as relate only unto it ſelf. 

In a Word, the edifying of the Church is: 
made the End, next to the Glory of God, of 
all Church. Ordinances,. 1. Cor, xiy. 4, 5, 12. 
He that ſpeaketh in an unknown Tongue, edifi- 
eth himſelf : But he that prophefieth,. edifieth - 
the Church. I would thai ye all ſpake with 
Tongues, but rather that ye propheſied » Fort 
greater is he that propheſeth, than be that 
ſdeaketh with Tongues, except he interpret, that 
the Church may receive Edifying :. And. ſo, 
ver. 12. Even ſo ye, foraſmuch as ye are zea- 
gans of ſpiritual Gifts, ſeek that ye may excel 
to the Edifying of the Church,. So that. the 
End of Goſpel Ordinances is not to aggrandize: 
and exalt Men, but to edify.the Church ;. This- 
was the End, next to the Glory of. God, of: 
euch Officers and Gifts in primitive: 


oo 3. Times; > 
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Times:; and this is the End of ordinary a 


- unto them. 


to be worſhipped which God forbids, to wit, 
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and Officers in our Day. 
To conclude, ſuch Glory did God put on 
the Church at Jeruſalem, which was the firſt. 
Goſpel Church in the World, that the Believers 
were added to the Lord, even Multitudes both 
of Men and Women, yet they did not dare to 
Join themſelves unto the Church, Acts v. 13. 
And of the reſt durſt no Man join himſelf to 
them : But the People magnified them, Look, 
as Moſes's Face ſo ſhone that 1/rael was afraid 
to look on him; ſo the Church at Feruſalen 
was ſo own'd by God in the ſudden Death of 
Ananias, that no- Man durſt * himſelt 


X. I ſhall next conſider what thoſe Things are, 
which oblige us to proteſt againſt Popery, and 
torbid our holding Communion with Papiſts, 

who in the following Particulars have” ſet up 
their Poſt by God's Pillar. 
1. In Point of Worſhip, communi that 


Saints and Angels; particularly the Virgin 
Mary, who, to be ſure, will be firſt among 
the Saints in Judging them for this their Madnels 


according 
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and Folly, in the Day of Chriſt's Appearing z 
according to that noted Place, 1 Cor. vi. 2. 
Know ye not, that the Saints fhall judge "we 
World ? 

24ly. In Point of Authority; in pretending 
to be able to diſpenſe, not only with the Laws 
of Man, but with the Laws of God ; ſo as to 
encourage Rebellion againſt God, as well as Re- 
bellion againft the lawful Prince. 

zaly. Antichriſt ſets up his Poſt by God's 
Pillar in Point of Revelation, placing their un- 
written Traditions, the Brats of their own 
Brain, on a Level with the Word of God; as 
if the Scriptures alone and by themſelves, were 
not a ſufficient Rule of Faith, Worſhip, and 
Walk; but the Dreams of Popes and Cardi- 
nals muſt be added unto them. The Doctrine 
of unwritten Traditions is ſuch a Fund of Fraud 


and Deceit as 15: ine xhauſtible. 


4thly. Antichriſt ſets up his Poſt by God's 

Pillar in breaking in upon the ten Command- 
ments: For he expunges the Second, as being, 
too glaring and expreſs in forbidding graven 
Images in the Worſhip of God; and that there 
may. be the full Number of Commands; he 
hath cut the laſt in ſunder, and made two of 
one, that is, of the Tenth, : 


5thly, 
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. 5thly. Antichriſt ſets up his Poſt by God's 
Pillar, in forbidding the Uſe of that Book, 
which was writ on purpoſe for the Saints, and 
is to dwell richly in them, Col. iii. 16. to wit, 
the Bible. Thus doth Antichriſt not barely 
hate the Light, but ſhuns it all the Ways it's 
able, and dares not come unto it, leſt his Works 
of Darkneſs ſhould be made manifeſt, Anti- 
chriſt's Deluſions and lying Wonders will not 
hear the Teſt of Reaſon, and much leſs that 
of the Bible. 

6:hly. Antichriſt. ſets up his Poſt by God's 

Pillar, in adding to the Number of Sacraments, 
which, under the New Teſtament, are but 
two, to wit, Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper; 
to which Antichriſt adds five more, to wit, 
Confirmation, Penance, Order, Matrimony, 
and Extream Unction. 

7thly. Antichriſt ſets up his Poſt by God's 

Pillar, by taking the Cup out of the People's 
Hand, which God hath given as a Cup of 
Bleſſing unto them. Drink ye all of it, ſaith 
Chriſt, Mat. xxvi. 27. By no means may any 
of the People drink of it, ſaith Antichriſt. 

8/bly. Antichriſt horribly ſets up his Poſt 
by God's Pillar, or rather above it, by ſelling 
Indulgences; which is ſuch er 1 
7 79 el 
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Hell as the World never faw before, Satan 
tempts to Sin; but pretends not to make it 
lawful fo to do. 
gthly, Antichriſt 5 up its Poſt by God's 

Pillar, in making Saints and conſecrating Days; 
both of which are glaring Branches of Pagan- 
iſm. And here give me leave to ſay, that to 
ſaint the Apoſtle Paul, and Peter, and Jobn, 


is ignorantly, and before we are aware, to pay 


a Compliment to the Pope; otherwiſe we 

ſhould faint the Old Teſtament Saints as well 

as the New, and ſay, St. Abraham, St. Iſaac, 

75 St. Jacob, as well as St. Paul, and St. Pe- 

: But the Pope hath not canoniz'd thoſe of 

py Old, as he hath thoſe of the New Teſta- 
ment. aj 


rothly, Antichriſt ſets up his Poſt by God's 


Pillar, by adding to the Officers and Ordinan- 
ces of his Houſe ; whoſe Additions herein are 


more than can eaſily be enumerated. 
Upon all which Accounts, Proteſtants are o- 
blig?d in Conſcience to proteſt againſt, and, 
to ſeparate from Papiſts, 
There are ſix or ſeven Things which will 
warrant Separation from any Church whatever. 
1j. When a Church is idolatrous : For, as 


the Inhabitant of this Houſe know of but one 
living 


| as, 
* 
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living and true God, whom they are commanded 
to love with all their Hearts and with all their 
Strength; ſo they are to ſhew their Abhor- 
rency of Idols. As God will not give his 
Glory to graven Images, ſo his People ſhould 
have no Hand in giving it. 

_ 2dly, When any known Sin is made the 
Condition of Communion; ſo, as a Perſon 
ſhall not be admitted unto, or continued in 
_ Communion, unleſs he approve ſome Error in 

Doctrine, Corruption in Worſhip, or himſelf 

commit ſome Sin in Practice, or, at leaſt, con- 

ſent to it in the Church: For all the Inhabi- 

tants in this Houſe are commanded to abſtain 

from all Appearances of Evil. 
3dly. When there is no tolerable Means of 

Edification in the Church, as when Teachers 

are heretical, groſly ignorant, deny, or are un- 

able to explain the Doctrines neceſſary to Sal- 
vation, or ſcandalous in their Lives; or when 
the People are generally corrupt and will not 
be reform'd. All which Caſes. being directly 
_ contrary to the Ends of Church Fellows. 
Separation muſt be lawful. 

4thly. When a Church hath neither the Pow- 
er, nor the Exerciſe of Governmeat, then 1s 
Separation lawful ; becauſe 1 in ſuch a Caſe, the 
Church 
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Church can neither edify, nor preſerve it ſelf. 
 &5thly. When Men are certainly and con- 
ſtantly debarr'd of ſome principal Ordinance 
of Chriſt, or Part of his Worſhip ; then is Se- 
paration neceſſary, becauſe we muſt not be 
content with one Part of Worſhip only, or 
with ſome of the Means of Salvation and Edi- 
fication, and not all. | 
6thly. Groſs Infringement of Chriſtian Li- 
berty is another juſt Cauſe of Separation, we 
being commanded to ſtand faſt in the Liberty 
wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, and not 
to be entangled, as with the Fewiſb, ſo doubt- 
leſs, with no other Yoke of Bondage : We 
ought not to ſuffer a Door to be opened for 
all the Rites and Ceremonies which Superſti- 
tion and Tyranny can invent, to enter. Thus 
to enſlave the People - deſtroys the End of 
Church Government; which is calculated for 


the ſpiritual Good, and not to enſlave the In- 
habitants of this Houle, | 


Zafth, What 1 mall next enter upon is the 
Application of ſo great and uſeful a Subject; 
wherein Believers, both in Church-Fellowſhip, 
and ſuch as are contented to lie out of Church: © 
Fellowſhip, are molt 'nearly concern'd. 


1 
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I ũſball begin with that which is of great 
Conſequence, viz. to aſſign the Difference 
which. there is in Point of ſpiritual Privileges 
and Enjoyments, between Believers in Church- 
Fellowſhip, and ſuch as lie out of Churches: 
How the latter wrong their own Souls, and 
ſeek not as they ought, their own ſpiritual 
Growth and Eſtabliſhment ; neither have they 
at Heart, as. they ſhould, the Glory and Inte- 
reſt of their dear Redeemer, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, whoſe Purchaſe and Care they are, bu 
are not ſo viſibly and profeſſedly his Followers 
and Diſciples, as. they ought to be; but hide 
themſelves, as well as their Talents, as in a 
Corner; and walk with Chriſt, as Nicodemus 
went to him, 1n private, and, as it were, by 
Night ; who being Children of the Day, ſhould 
not thus ſerve the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Do 
Sheep need the Fold, as well as the green Pa- 
ſtures, and the Shepherd's Eye ? Thus do Be- 
lievers need to be in Churches, where Chriſt, 
the chief Shepherd, feeds, and makes his Flock 
to reſt at Noon, Would Sheep feeding in a 
large Place, fuch as Mountains and Foreſts 
are, be expoſed to many Dangers ? Fhus ex- 
_ poſed are Believers out of Church-Fellowſhip. 
Believers | in Church-Fellowſhip are like Stones 
in 


ha. 
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in a Building, which are much more orderly 
and beautiful, ſtrong and ſteady, and cannot fo 
eaſily be removed, either by the Hand, or 
Foot of the Traveller, as Stones in an Heap 
can, All who believe with the Heart are live- 
ly Stones; but ſo long as ſuch lie out of 
Church-Fellowſhip, ' they are like Stones in an 
Heap, liable to be toſſed and kicked about, 
tho? Chriſt will take Care they ſhall not be 
loſt. 

How much better is it for a Child to dwell 
in his Father's Houſe, and to ſit and be fed at 
his Father's Table, than to wander up and 
down, to lodge ſometimes under one Roof, 
and ſometimes under another, and to be fed, 
not at his Father's Table, but at the Door ? 
This alſo is a Simile very expreſſive of the 
Difference between Believers in and out of 
Church-Fellowſhip : All Believers are Chil- 
dren; but ſuch of them as are in Church-Fel- 
lowſhip, are like Children dwelling in their 
Father's Houſe, and fitting at their Father's 
Table; whereas Believers out of Church-Fel- 
lowſhip, are like Children that wander, and 
are fed at the Door. 

Churches of Chriſt are the Places of Chrit's 
ſpecial Preſence and Abode, or they are not · 
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Chriſt's Building, all who belong unto Chrift 


ought 'to do. 


their Backs upon it: If it be a wiſe Appoint- 
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If they are, if the Houſe in my Text is of 


and follow him, ought to come into, and dwell 
in it; otherwiſe they fellow him not as they 


To conclude this Preface, or Introduction 
unto the Benefits and Advantages of Church- 
Fellowſhip under the New Teſtament; either 
Church-Fellowſhip is an Ordinance of Chriſt, 
appointed for ſuch as believe, who can come 
at it; or it is not: If it be, as none can doubt 
who read the New Teſtament in Faith, and 
with Attention, it muſt be an Ordinance for 
their ſpiritual Good, in a bleſſed Subordination 
unto the Glory of Chriſt, ſuch an Ordinance 
as God will own and bleſs, for the building 
up of his People in Faith and Comfort. Now 
if 'Church-Fellowſhip be an Ordinance of Chriſt, 
none of his faithful Followers, who ſtudy and 
do the Things that pleaſe him, ſhould turn 


ment of Chriſt, ſurely it cannot be your Wil: 
dom who believe, to neglect it: If it be a 
Pracious Appointment of Chriſt, it muſt be 
your Intereſt as well as Duty to comply there- 
with. Give me leave, therefore, under the 
following Heads, 'to proclaim and publiſh, as 

on 
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on the Houſe Top, the ſpiritual Benefits and 
Advantages: of Church - Fellowſhip under the 
New Teſtament. Theſe, to be fore, muſt ex- 
ceed in ſome, if not in many Particulars, the 
Advantages of Church-Fellowſhip under the 
Old; which were many and great, ſuch as 
that, P/al. xciii. 13. Thoſe that be planted in 
the Houſe of the Lord, ſhall flouriſh in the Courts 
of our God; they ſhall ſtill bring forth Fruit in 
old Age; they ſball be fat and flouriſhing : And 
ſuch as that, J/ai. iv. 5, 6. The Lord will cre- 
ate upon every Dwelling-Place of Mount Zion, 
and upon ber Aſſemblies, a Cloud of Smoke by 
Day, and the Shining of a Flame of Fire by 
Night : For upon all the Glory ſhall be a De- 
fence. . And there. ſhall be a Tabernacle,” for a 
Shadow in the Day Time from the Heat, and 


for a Place of Refuge, and for a Covert from 


Storm, and. from Rain. What faith God? 
Exod. xx. 24. In all Places where I record my 
Name, I will come unto thee, and I will 
bleſs thee, Theſe Promiſes, and ſuch as theſe, 
made the Man after God's own Heart deſirous 
to dwell in the Houſe of the Lord for ever, 
P/al. xxvii. 4. One Thing. have I aefired of the 
Lord, that will J ſeek after, that I may dwell 
in the Houſe of the Lord all the Days of my 

| P 2 | Lif, Cs 
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Life, to behold the Beauty of the Lord, and to 
enquire in bis Temple: And ſo, Pſal. Ixiii, 1, 
2. O God, thou art my God, early will I ſeek 
thee, my Soul thirfteth for thee, my Fleſh long- 
eth for thee, in a dry and thirſty Land, where 
no Mater is; underſtand it of the Water of the 
Sanctuary; for ſo it follows, to ſee thy Power 
and thy Glory, fo a-] bave ſeen thee in the 
Sauctuary. Obſerve, Sanctuary Diſcoveries 
took molt with David's Heart; and ſhould 
not Sanctuary Diſcoveries made in Goſpel 
Churches unto New Teſtament Saints, take as 
much, nay more, with yours ? David's Frame 
was, in this Particular, a moſt excellent Frame, 
to be greatly deſird and copied after by all 
who believe, both Young and Old. Had Da- 
wid been now alive, he would call lying out of 
Church-Fellowſhip, lying in a deſert Land 
where no Water is; that is, none comparative- 
ly : Believers, to be ſure, are fed out of Church- 
Fellowſhip, but not feaſted, as Church Mem- 
bers uſually are. 
I have that to lay before you relating un- 
to Church-Fellowſhip, and the Advantages 
thereof, which, with the Bleſſing of God, may 
” . ſingular Advantage. 
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ff. There is the Watch of a Goſpel Church ; 
which, where Paſtor and Deacons are faithful, 
is a conſiderable Privilege, a Mercy greatly to 
be prized by all who defire the Safety and 
Welfare of their precious and immortal Souls: 
The Apoſtle ſpeaks of it as ſuch, in that no- 
ted but too much neglected Place, Heb. xiii. 17. 
Obey them that have the Rule over you, for they 
watch for your Souls, as they that muſt give Ac- 
count, that they may do it with Foy, and not 
with Grief , for that is unprofitable for you. 
Now Believers in Church-Fellowſhip have the 
Watch of the Church ſo as none have beſides. 

2dly. They have alſo the Bowels of the 
Church, ſo as none have beſides ; eſpecially of 
its Officers. Look, as Chriſt, the Lord of 
this Houſe, is full of Bowels, ſo its Inhabitants. 
have Hearts formed by his Spirit, like unto 
bis; being taught of God, they are tenderly 
affectioned one towards another, Eph. iv. 32. 
Be ye kind ene towards another, tender-heart- 
ed, forgiving one another, even as God, far 
Chriſt's Sake, hath forgiven you. Do we need 
the Bowels of Chriſt? we alſo need the Bow. 
els of his People. 

3dly. All in Church- Fellowſhip — * 
Prayers of the Church, particularly of is Of- 


3 ficers, 
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ficers, ſo as none have beſides. That pray- 
ing without ceaſing, 1 Theſſ. v. 17. reſpects the 
Church to which we belong in the firſt Place, 
tho? it is far from being confined to it. Now, 
great is the Privilege of having ſuch a Num- 
ber of Prayers as are put up by a Church of 
Chriſt, continually going up for us, and for 
ours. Brethren, pray for us, 1 Theſſ. v. 25, 
ſhews the Value the- Apoſtle had for the Pray- 
ers of Goſpel Churches. 
4thly. All in Church-Fellowſhip have the 
Help of the Church by Counſel, as well as by 
Prayer, eſpecially of its Paſtor, in Things re- 
lating, to the inward ;. and of its Deacons, in 
Things relating to the outward Man. Now, 
in a. Multitude of ſuch Counfellors there is 
Safety, Prov. xxiv. 6. whoſe Counſel is God's 
Ordinance to this End: And, E muſt add, 
that Safety and Succeſs uſually attends ſuch as 
aſk, and follow it: For, by them, Chriſt, 
Who is the wonderful Counſellor, directs his 
Sheep into ſuch Paths, and to take ſuch ap 
ſures as he will bleſs. * 
g.. They have the Warnings of the 
Chinch. eſpecially of its Paſtor and Deacons: 
Mar them that are unruly, is a Rule laid 
down for all in Church-Fellowſhip to walk by, 
e. v. 13. _ 
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6thly. All the Ordinances of this Houſe, are 
0 theirs who are in Church-Fellowſhip, - as- 
they are no body's elſe beſides. This call fr 
ſome Enlargement. As, | ;) 

1ſt. The Preaching of the Word. is ſo Fr 
as it is no body's elſe beſides : Theirs to build 
them up, and eſtabliſh them in their moſt 
holy Faith; and theirs to call home their Seed 
and their Servants. Thus the publick Pray- 
ers of the Church are ſo theirs as they are no 
body's elſe beſides; to bring down Bleſſings 
of all Sorts, temporal as well as ſpiritual upon 
them and theirs: And ſo is the publick ſing- 
ing of P/alms theirs, to refreſh and comfort 
them: They may expect that ſweet Commu- 
nion and Fellowſhip with God in ſinging of 
Pſalms, which others out of Church-Fellow- 
ſhip cannot expect, in the ſame Degree, And 
as for the Seals of the Covenant, none can diſ- 
pute their being theirs ſo as they are no body's 
elſe beſides. I might have added,. Goſpel Sab- 
baths are ſo theirs as they are no body's elle 
beſides z on which Days of the Son of Man, 


they may open their Mouths, by way of Ex- 


pectation and Hope, wider than they who lie 


out of Church-Fellowſhip can; and may pro- 


miſe themſelves to be. ſo fed and feaſted, as 
others . 
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others out of Church- Fellow ſip cannot, in 
being teek up into the Mount with God, and 
carried by Chrift inte his Banquetting Houſe, 
where his Banner over his People is Love. 
And ſo ate all Chureh Meetings, whether or- 
dinary ar extraordinary, on the Week or on 
the Lord's Day: Believers in Church-Fellow- 
ſhip- have much more Reaſon to expect to be 
met by, and to meet with God on ſuch Days, 
than they have, who lie out of Church-Fel- 
lowſhip': For is not Chriſt repreſented as walk- 
ing in the midſt of his golden Candleſticks? 
Rev. i. 13. Thus the Bleſſing pronounced by 
the Paſtor, or by ſuch as miniſter in holy 
Things, is fo the Believers in Church-Fellow- 
fhip, as it is not theirs who lie and live out 
of Churches; it being theirs principally, or 
in the firſt Place, as it is God's Ordinance, to 
bring down Bleſſings upon them and theirs ; 
whereas it belongs to others only at ſecond 
Hand.- 

7thly. All the Gifts, and Graces, and Ex 
periences of the Inhabitants of this Houſe, par- 
ticularly of its Officers, are ſo for the Comfort 
and Edification of the Church, as they are not for 
the Edification and Comfort of any beſides; be- 


| ing cheirs in a primary, ſpecial, diſtinguiſhing 
4 | Senſe, 
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Senſe, deſign'd by the Maſter and Founder of 
this Houſe, in the firſt Place, for their ſpiri- 
tual Benefit and Advantage, who are the Inhabi- 
tants thereof, Thus the Riches of a Family, 
are, in the firſt Place, for the Good and tem- 
poral Benefit of that Family to which they be- 
long; tho? the whole Town, or Neighbour- 
hood where the Family dwells, is the better 
for them; in a Senſe, the whole Nation. 

This, all will readily grant, holds true of 
the Gifts and Graces of the Paſtor, and of the 
gifted Brethren z but, I conceive, it alſo holds 
true of the Graces of all the Members, even 
of the meaneft, and thoſe of the loweſt Form. 
For, as the whole natural Body is the better 
for the Health and Strength of every individu- 
al Member; ſo is a Church of Chriſt; the 
whole Church fares the better for the Gifts, and 
Graces, and Experiences of all its Members : 
And, as in the natural Body, the Eye cannot 
ſay of the Foot, I have no need of thee; fo 
the Fathers and ſtrong Men in a Church of 
Chriſt, cannot ſay of Babes in Chriſt, we have 
no need of you. 

What if I ſhould ſay, there is not an Act of 
Faith put forth by any in Church-Fellowſhip, 
but the whole Church fares the better for it, 

| „ 


172 On CHñUneH DIS IL INE. 


as it is a Means to procure the Preſence of 
Chriſt, obtains a freſh Anointing, and brings 
down a Bleffing upon all Ordinances and Ad- 
miniſtrations in this Houſe; which holds true 
of the Exerciſe of other Graces. Grace acted 
in a Church of Chriſt by any of its Members, 
is of publick Benefit and Advantage; all Siſter 
Churches are the better for it; but, more eſ- 
pecially the Church in which cod Grace is 
acted, | 

This alfo, f in the Zighth Place, holds true of 
all the Shining of Church Members, particu- 
larly of the Paſtor, and Helps, and Officers 
in the Beauties of Holineſs, Theſe reflect a 
Glory upon the whole Church; and are tofit 
what the Shining of the natural Sun is in our; 
Horizon, not confin'd to Place, but moſt dif-. 
fuſive: For, as Sin acted in a Church by any 
of its Members, cauſes Sorrow throughout the 
whole Church, ſo exemplary Holineſs cauſes 
Joy; it is alfo that which God wilt own and 
bleſs, as he doth to this Day, the holy Exam- 
ples both of Old, and of New Teſtament 
Saints. 
 _gthly, All the Comforts of the Church 
Fcherewith any are comforted, efpecially ity 
Paſtor,” are ſo the Church's, to profit withal, 
| as 
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xs they are no-body's elſe beſides, Turm for 
the Proof of this to 2 Cor. i. 3, 4. -Bleſſedsbe 
God, even the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the. Father of Mercies, and the God of all Com- 
fort, who comforteth us in all our Tribulation, 
that we may be able to comfort them bh are 
in any Trouble, by the Comfort wherewith wwe 
our ſelves are comforted of » God © And ſo, ver 
6. Or whether we be comforted, it is ſor yaur 
Conſolation and Salvation. The ſpiritual Com- 
forts of any in Church-Fellowſhip, particular- 
ly of its Officers, are like the Warmth of the 
Sun, of a diffuſive Nature. The ſame holds 
true of the Sufferings of a Church, and Exer- 
ciſes of its Paſtor; as you have it affirm'd in the 
Place but now quoted, ver. 6. And whether 
we be afflicted, it is for — Conſolation and 
Salvation, 
rothly, All the FRY of the Goſpel i in ahe | 
Church, and Additions made to it, - eſpecially. 
of its Seed, and Relations, and Servants, - are 
bo the Church's as they are no body's elſe be- 
\ Fides : Theirs to raiſe their Thankfulneſs ; to 
ſatisfy them that God is with them and among 
chem, of a Truth: Theirs to encourage them 


18 — up their Children in the Nurture and 
| Ado. 
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Admonition of the Lord; but, above all, to 
encourage and ſupport a Goſpel Miniſtry, 

_ 11thly. All the Victories obtained by Faith 
in the Church, and Anſwers . unto Prayers put 
up in Faith, are ſo the Church's as they are no 


body's elſe befides: They are the Church's to 
encourage Faith and Prayer, on the one Hand, 
and to promote Praiſe and Thankigiving on 
the other. 

_ x2thly. All the increaſing with the Increaf 
of God in a Church of Chriſt, every Cubit that 
is added to the ſpiritual Stature of any of its 
Members, is ſo the Church's, to profit withal, 
as it is no body's elſe beſides : Juſt as the grow- 


ing Courage and Conduct, not only of the 


Officers, but of every Soldier in an Army, is 


for the Good, that is, the Defence, and Safety, 


and Succeſs of the whole: No ſooner do any. 


begin to be a Chriſtian, but he muſt be a Sol- 


dier alſo, and liſts under Chriſt's Banner: Now 


Believers out of Church-Fellowſhip are like 


Soldiers that are ſcatter'd and ſtragling ; they 


may have as much Courage and Strength as 


Soldiers in a Company, drawn, up in, Order 


of Battle, but are not ſuch a Match for. the E- 
nemy, neither can they expect like Succeks, 


Satan is much more afraid to attack, that is, 
l to 


> 
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© tempt a Believer in Church-F ellowſhip, than 
he is to tempt one out of Church - Fellowſtiip. 
Now, is it not our Intereſt, who are call'd to 
ght the Lord's Battles, to be as well prepared 
bor fo good and great a Work as may be? ef- 
I pecially ſeeing we wreſtle not with Fleſh and 
Blood, but with Principalities and Powers, = 
F with the Rulers of the Darkneſs of this World» 
and with ſpiritual Wickedneſſes in high Pla- 
ces. | ASE 
t 13:hly. All the Appearances of God for the 
church, are to the Believers in Church-Fellow- 
„Ihip, as they belong to no body elſe beſides, 
o ſtrengthen Faith, to encourage Hope, to 
enlarge his Expectations, and to keep bis 
Heart cloſe unto his God, 
14thly. All the Seed of the Church La 
our Hope, who are Church Members, and 
re the Objects of your Prayer, that God-would 
build up his Church therewith; which, when- 
ver it is done, an Anſwer is thereby return'd 
o your Prayer, as well as Joy caugd in Hea- 
en. And is not this a delightful Mercy to 
ave your Prayers thus anſwer'd, by God's 
lucking any of the Seed of the Church as 
rands out of the Burning? 


VP * 


WY 


—_ w m*1 @CÞ _ 1 


4 ＋ 
— 


3 
oJ 


* 1 * 
4 . Sn . 


2 15650 5 


© 


276 On CHURCH D1SCIPLINE, 


CS 
— —— — 


I 60 bly. Nen in Church: Fellowſhip have 
the Countenance of the Church, ſo as Belie- 
| vers out of Church-Fellowſhip have it not. 
Now, what faith Solomon, Prov. xxvil. 17, 
Iron ſharpneth Iron, ſo a Man ſharpneth the 
Countenance of bis Friend; that is, he adds 
Courage and Reſolution unto him. Now, is 
this true of a ſingle Friend? and is it not much 
more true of a Company of ſuch Friends as a 
it Church of Chritt is made up of; Friends in 
. the beſt, that is, a ſpiritual Senſe ? 
46 y. Believers in Church-Fellowſhip have 
the Example of the Church, and of all -its 
Members, in treading in the Steps of Chriſt, 
10 as no body hath beſides; that is, it is ſo 
pleſſed unto them by God, to promote Holi- 
neſs of Life and Converſation, as It Is not bleſ- 
ted unto others. 

. All the Good done by the Church 
is fo .theirs who are in Church-Fellowſhip, 
as it's mo body's elſe beſides, and ſhall one Way 
cx other turn: to Account, to them and to theirs, 
in God's appearing for Children, and other 
near and dear Relations, when they a are dead 
and gone. 
8b. The Rebukes and Corrections of 
che Church are ſo its Members, as they are no 


2 


On Cnvxcn DISCIPLINE, 175 


body” 's elſe beſides ; ; that is, they are ſo Gandti- 
fied and bleſſed of God to do them good. 
19:hly. All the Bleſſings beſtowed upon the 
Church are ſo its Members, as they belong 
to none beſides; who are therefore call'd to 
rejoice with ſuch as rejoice; an Attainment 
far more difficult than to weep with them that 
weep. . 
| 2othly. The Poor of the Church are 0 theirs | 
who are in Church-Fellowſhip as they are not 
the Care of other Men. You will think, it 
may be, that this is a Burden, rather than a 
Privilege : But Chriſt's Poor, in their being 
duly took Care of, are Chriſt's Ordinance to 
bring down a Bleſſing on the whole Church. 
Hear what God faith to 1/rael of old, to en- 
courage them to take Care of his Poor, Deut. 
xxiv. 19. For this ſhall the Lord thy God bleſs 
thee in all the Works of thine Hand. Turn to 
Mat. xxv. 34. and read what is there ſaid by 
Chriſt, as Judge, to ſuch as viſited and re- 
lieved his Poor ; Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, 
& c. for I was bungry, and ye gave n Meat, 
Sec. and judge if either your Time or your 
Money can be better ſpent. An humble, 
thankful, praying Poor, bring down Bleſſings 
both ſpiritual and 2 family and perſo- 
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nal, upon the Rich. This the Poor of the 
Huren ſhould be. made ſenſible. .of, to encou- 


rage them to pray : And this the Rich ſhould 


know and remember, to encourage them to 
give. 

To conclude, being very ſenſible that true 
Converts need a Spur, and all we can ſay is 
little enough to bring them into Churches, for 
ſuch J have prepared the following Heads of 
Encouragement: All which are the bleſſed 
Effects and Conſequence of Chriſt's ſpecial Pre- 
ſence with, and walking in the midſt of his 
golden Candleſticks; of which you read, Rev. 
i. 13. And in the Midſt of the ſeven golden 
Candlefticks, one like unto the Son of Man; 
and of that ſweet Promiſe, which is a far-look- 
ing Word, Exod. xx. 24. In all Places where 
I record my Name, I will come unto thee, and 
I will bleſs thee: This Word reaches not on- 
ly to Goſpel Times, but to latter Day Glory. 

*1/t. There are ſuch Love Viſits and Love 
Tokens to be expected and had in Church-Fel- 


twthip, which are not to be met with elſe- 


Where: For a: as every wiſe Man bids his F riends 


welconie, when he receives them i into his Houſe, 


and efitertains them accordingly 3 % ſo, much 
more doth our heavenly Father bid 1 


* anc 
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ind accordingly entertain, and even treat ſuch 
as enter this Houſe and dwell therein. 

24ly. There is that Peace and Joy to be 
expected and had in Church-F ellowſhip, which 
are not to be had or expected elſewhere. This 
is the certain Effect or Conſequence of the 
Love Viſits mention'd under the foregoing 
Head, and are ſome of Chriſt's Love Tokens: 
You have the Promiſe of this, Jia. Ivi. 7. E- 
ven them will I bring to my holy. Mountain, 
and make them joyful in my Houſe of Prayer, 
Look, as Holineſs becomes God's Houle, ſo 
Joy uſually fills it: Now, as no Peace is to 
be compar'd with Chriſt's, ſo no Joys with 
thoſe of God's Salvation; they die not, as do 
all the Joys of broken Ciſterns, but abide ſor 
ever: Death is. ſo far from putting an End to 
them, that it perfects them. 

34ly. There is that Aſſurance to be expected 
and had in Church- Fellowſhip, which is not 
ordinarily to be had elſewhere. This is ano- 
ther Conſequence of Chriſt's ſpecial Preſence 
with, and walking in the Midſt of his golden 
Candleſticks; whoſe Love-Tokens and Viſits 
are all of them aſſuring, and have a bleſſed 
Tendency to ſatisfy the Soul of its being! in e- 
W in Chriſt, and dear unto him. | 


. 
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A There is that plentiful Eſſuſion of the 
Spirit to be had and expected in Church-Fel- 
lowſhip, which is not the Lot of ſuch as turn 
the Back on Goſpel Churches; for Chriſt's 
Walk and Preſence are ever accompanied with 
his Spirit: Where Chriſt is to be met with, 
and meets with any, his Spirit is communica- 
ted unto ſuch ; for Chriſt's Spirit is one of the 
greateſt Gifts he hath to beſtow. 
3thly, There is that Soul Safety to be had 
in Church-Fellowſhip, which is not, which 
cannot be expected out of Churches; according 
to that ſweet Word, I/a. xxvi. 1. In that Day 
fall this Song be ſung in the Land of Judah, 
Ve have a ſtrong City, Salvation will God ap- 
point for Walls and Bulwarks, Whence 1s the 
Safety of Heaven, but from the glorious Pre- 
ſence of Chriſt, and of God in Chriſt ? Ac- 
cordingly his gracious Preſence hath Safety go- 
ing along with itz ſor thus the Promiſe runs, 
that upon all the Glory ſhall be a Defence, 
Iſa. iv. 5,6. And the Lord will create upon 
every Dwelling-Place of Mount Zion, and up- 
on ber Aſſemblies a Cloud, and Smoke by Day, 
and the Shining of a Flame of Fire by Night : 
For upon all the Glory ſhall be a Defence. Ana 
tere ſhall be @ Tabernacle, for @ Shadow in ibe 
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Day-Time from the Heat; and for à Place of 
Refuge; aud for a Covert from Storm, and 
from Rain. | 
6thly. There is that Growth 100 Building 
up to be had in Church. Fellowſhip which is 
not to be had out of Churches; according to 
that ſweet Promiſe, P/al. xcii. 13, 14, 15. 
Thoſe that be planted in the Houſe of the Lord, 
ſhall flouriſh in the Courts of our God; they ſhall 
fill bring forth Fruit in old Age; they ſhall be 
fat and flouriſhing, to ſhew that the Lord is up- 
right : He is my Rock, and there is no Unrigh- 
teeuſneſs in him, Should Saints out of Church- 
Fellowſhip increaſe with the Increaſe of God, 
as they do who are in Churches, an Ordinance 
cf God would be diſcouraged. 
 7thly. Believers cannot be of that Uſe in 
their ſeveral Places and Stations out of Church- 
Fellowſhip, as they are in; no more than Sol- 
diers can, who are not liſted and form'd into 
an Army. Weread, Gen. i. of Light, before 
it was gathered together in the Body of the 
Sun; but it was not of that Uſe as it was after- 
wards when fo gathered: Thus Saints ate uſe- 
ful out of Church-Fellowſhip ; but, much more 
uſeful in. The Saints are ſet down in the New 
5 Teſtament as being the Salt of the Earth; and | 
Lights 


* 


182 On CuuRCH DIScIIIN E. 
Lights of the World: Now, as united Force 
is the ſtronger; ſo the Saints muſt be more ſo 
in, than out of Church-Fellowſhip. 

8%. Believers ripen not ſo faſt for Heaven 
out of Church-Fellowſhip, as they do in: And 
the Reaſon is obvious, becauſe Saints in Church- 
Fellowſhip, are placed moſt directly in the 
Beams of the Sun of Righteouſneſs. Look, as 
Chriſt's glorious Preſence makes Glory ; ſo his 
gracious Preſence ripens and fits for Glory. | 

9:hly. Tho? Believers may die as ſafely, yet 
they uſually die not ſo comfortably . out of 
Church-Fellowſhip, as they do in: For Chriſt 
will own and honour his own Inſtitutions and 
Appointments to the laſt, This he will do at 
Death, as well as in Life: For Chriſt's Love- 
Viſits and Love-Tokens are all of them free 
Grace, arbitrary Things; he ſends and makes 
them when, as well as to whom ke pleaſeth. 
Such as walk in his Ways, and are found keep- 
ing cloſeſt unto him in Lite, have uſually molt 
of them at Death, Es, 

10thly, I will add, it is moſt likely, they 
have not fuch an abundant Entrance into the 
Kingdom and Joy of their Lord, who live and 
die out of Church-Fellowſhip, as they have 
who belong to Goſpel Churches: For ſuch do 
4 | not 
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not put forth their Talents unto Uſury, that 
is, employ them for Chriſt, as they ought to 
be employed. To join your ſelves to a Goſpel | 
Church is to remember God in his Ways; 
Church-Fellowſhip being oneof his Ordinances 
ſuch therefore may expect that ſweet Promile 
ſhould be made good unto them, /a. Ixiv. 5. 
Thou meeteſt him that rejoiceth, and worketh 
Rigbteouſneſs, thoſe that remember thee in thy 
Ways. They are remembred in Life and at 
Death, and much more beyond the Grave. 
Such ſhall be met in a Way of Grace, whilſt 
on Earth; and ſhall they not be bid doubly 
welcome, when they come to Heaven ? Of 
ſuch, doubtleſs, it will be ſaid, when they are 
got thro? the Wilderneſs of the firſt Adam 3 
World, Open ye the Gates, that the righteous. 
Nation that keepeth the Truths may enter in: 
That keepeth the Truths, what are we to un- 
derſtand by that? Why, Truth of Doctrine, 
in the firſt ; Place; 3. and next to that, Truth of 
Worſhip ; and fo Truth of Diſcipline, and 
Walk. Heaven's Gates will be moſt remarka- 
bly. and ſweetly open'd uato theſe faithful ones, 
Who will be able to give up their Accounts I 
with J oy, and not with Sorrow; and. ſhall re- 75 
ceive a full Reward, not of Debt, but of 
Graep 1 
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I will conclude this Exercife, by reading to 
you a few Verſes, which cannot too oft be read 
by and in a Goſpel Church, 1 Thefſ. v. 14, &c. 
Now we exhort you, Brethren, warn them that 
are unruly, comfort the Feeble-minded, ſupport 
the Weak, be patient toward all Men. See 
chat none render Evil for Evil unto any Man: 
But ever follow that which is good, both among 
your ſelves, and to all Men. Rejoice evermore. 
Pray without ceaſmg. In every Thing give 
Thanks : For this is the Will of God in Chrift 
Jeſus concerning You. Quench not the Spirit, 
Deſpiſe not Propheſyings. Prove all Things: 
Hold faſt that which is good. Abſtain from 
all Appearance of Evil. And the very God of 
Peace ſanctiſy you "wholly : And I pray God, 
your whole Spirit, and Soul, and Body be pre- 
ſerved blameleſs unto the Coming of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. Faithful is be who hath pre- 
miſed, who alſo will do it. 

I have but one Thing to add relating to the 
Application, and it is this, to conſider whence 
is it that Perſons who believe with the Heart, 
are fo backward to confeſs the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt with the Mouth; or to declare what 
God hath done for their Souls; and, accord- | 
vg'y keep out of Goſſ * Churches. e 
The 
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„The true Cauſes of this Backwardneſs lie 
| deeper than moſt are aware of. To be ſure, 
many Cauſes concur, otherwiſe the Back ward- 
neſs would not be ſo great and prevajling as 
it is, 
If. Satan, as God of this World, hath an 
Hand therein, who is Chriſt's haughty Rival 
and implacable Enemy; who envies and op- 
poſeth Chriſt, as Mediator, and his Kingdom, 
all he is able. Chriſt, as a Prophet, hath no 
greater Rival than the Father of Lies: And 
many Millions are the Lies he hath told, in 
oppoſing the Prophetical Office of Chriſt: 
With this View he hath broached all the Lies, 
which, by the ſevereſt of Laws, have been 
eſtabliſhed at Rome, for upwards of a thouſand. 
Years, both in Doctrine and in Worſhip ; and 
exerted himſelf to the uttermoſt, in working 
lying Wonders, and thereby impoſing on the” 
Credulity of Men. Neither hath Chriſt, as 
Prieſt, a more implacable Adverſary than Sa- 
tan, one of whoſe Inſtruments was Corab and 
his Companions i in ancient Days: But a more 
ſucceſsful, as well as implacable Inſtrument, 
is Antichriſt, in our Day; who many. Ways, 
breaks in upon the Prieſtly Office of Chriſt, ;, 
particularly, by ſetting. up a vall Number of 
Mediators, 
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Mediators, if not of Satisfaction, at leaſt, of 
Interceſſion. Thus Satan is Chriſt's Rival, and 
implacable Enemy, as King, who envies Chriſt 
every Subject he hath; for every Subject gain'd 
by Chriſt is a Subject loſt to Satan; and much 
more doth he envy him a Church of ſuch Sub- 
jects: He oppoſeth, therefore, to the utmoſt 
of his Permiſſion, with all the Power and 
Craſt he is Maſter of, as the Sinner's being 
called out of this World by renewing Grace, 
ſo his being brought into Church-Fellowſhip, 
by that Grace which builds up and eſtabjih- 
eth. This he doth many Ways: As, 

1. By working on the Baſhfulneſs-of ſome 
Tempers, and on the Reſervedneſs fof others. 
Theſe are Tempers not eaſily overcome, and 
require great Reſolution to check and controul. 
They who are hereby kept out of Churches, 
would do well to look up for a more plentiful 
Effufion of Chriſt's Spirit, who gave Peter, 
and the reſt of them, the Courage and Bold- 
neſs which their Enemies took ſo much No- 
tice of. | 1 
2. Satan diſcourages ſuch as are about to 
enter into this Houſe, by objecting the Small- 
neſs of their Light and Knowledge in the 
Things of God: A Conſideration which ſhould 

wh ſtir 
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Hir up ſuch as are made Light in the Lord, to 
ſeek Admittance into Chriſt's School, where 
his are further taught and eftabliſhed in the 
Truth as it is in Jefus; whoſe School every 
Gofpel Church is, and hath been ſo all along; 
they were ſo in primitive. Times, and they are 
ſo in our Day: There he feeds doctrinally, as 
well as experimentally, The Apoſtle's Pray- 
ers in all his Epiſtles, were put up for Saints 
i Church-Fellowſhip, that they might be fill'd. 
with the Knowledge of his Will, in all Wiſ- 
dom and ſpiritual Underſtanding. 

3. Satan diſcourageth ſuch as are about 
to enter into this Houſe by the Weakneſs of 
their Graces, particularly of their Faith. Now, 
or ſuch to lie out of Church-Fellowſhip is the 
Way to loſe, and not to gather ſpiritual 
Strength : Where Chriſt feeds, to be ſure, he 
ſtrengthens : Would not your natural Strength 
abate, ſhould any of you abſtain from your 
neceſſary Food? As Growth in Light, 4 in 
Faith, and in every other Grace, may be ex- 
pected in Church-Fellowſhip, according to that 
ſyeet Promiſe heretofore quoted, P/al, xciv. 
13. Thoſe that be planted in the Houſe of the: 
Lord, Pall flouriſh in the Courts of our God. 
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4. Satan diſcourages ſuch as are about 
o enter into this Houſe, by ſuggeſting the 
Strength of their Corruptions: Now, ſuch 
would do well to anſwer him, that becauf- 
they are ſo ſtrong, therefore you want every 
. Ordinance of Chriſt to weaken them; one of 
whoſe Ordinances to this bleſſed End is Church. 
Fellowſhip : For as it 1s there the Houle of 
David grows ſtronger and ſtronger, fo there 
the Houle of Saul grows weaker ;z indeed the 
latter 1s a neceſſary Conſequence of the former. 

2dly. Another Let or Obſtacle in their 
Way who are about to enter this Houſe, i: 
the Hurries of Buſineſs, which many in th. 
great City are engag'd in: But, remember, 
the Concerns of the inward Man thrive beſt in 
Church- Fellowſhip, ſo uſually do thoſe of the 
outward Man too; unleſs Church Members 
mind their own Houſes with the Neglect o 
Chriſt's; then, I confeſs, Blaſts and ne 

uſually attend them. 
24ly. Another Let or Obſtacle in the Way 
of ſuch as are about to enter into this Houle. 
is, the Difficulty of getting into it; there mult 
be an Account given, and an Enquiry made 
an Account of a Work of Grace upon the 
Heart; and an Enquiry as to the Life and 
Conver- 
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Converſation : But what is this to the Account 


we are all of us to give unto Chriſt of our ſelves? 
Will this, do you think, - excuſe before him, 
rour lying out of Church-Fcllowſhi p? David, 
tho! an Old Teſtament Saint, was ſo far from 
being backward, that he invites the Saints to 
come, and hear what God had done for his 
Soul, Pſal. Ixvi. 16. Come, and hear, all ye 
that fear God, &c. Are the Saints to judge 
che World, and is it not a deſirable Privilege to 
have their Judgment about your State and Walk ? 

4thly. Another Let or Obſtacle in the Way 
of ſuch as are about to enter into this Houſe, is, 
the Danger of falling into ſcandalous Sins, and 
lo of being made publick Examples; againſt 
which, as a Means, there is no greater Pre- 
ſervative than Church-Fellowſhip : For Saints, 
in a Church of Chriſt, have both its Watch 
and its Prayers-z both of which are Chriſt's 
{) rdinance againſt the Wiles of the Devil, who 
is more bold and hardy in aſſaulting Saints out 


of Churches, than he is in aſſaulting ſuch as 


are in Church-Fellowſhip ; Churches of Chriſt 


being ſome of Chriſt's Fortreſſes and ſtrong 


Holds. 
To conclude this Head of Enquiry, it is, 


70 * ſure, in a great Meaſure, for Want of 
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Light to know both your Duty and your PY 
vilege, that any lie out of Church-Fellowſhip 
otherwiſe you would both watch and pray 
to have your Way made plain into Goſpcl 
Churches. It is alſo for Want of Love to th: 
Cauſe, and Zeal for the Glory of God in Chriſt, 
that any lie out of Church- Fellowſhip ; who 
is Own'd at another Rate, and much more ho- 
nour'd by Saints in, than he is by thoſe who 
lie out of Church-Fellowſhip, Let me beg oi 
ſach to conſider, 

I. In whoſe Kingdom they in Appearance 
are, whillt they lie out of Church-Fellowſhip: 
not in Chriſt's, bur Satan's : I fay, in Appear- 
ance z for tho* ſuch really belong to-Chrilt's 
Kingdom, yet thi: doth not appear before Men 
and Angels, till ſuch Time as you publick!y 
profeſs Subjection unto Chriſt, by giving your 
telves up unto him in a Goſpel Church. 

2aly, Let me beg of ſuch as lie out of 
Churches to conſider, how, in ſo doing, they 
pleaſe and gratify Satan; who, next to keep- 
ing you out of Chriſt, is for” keeping yay out 
of Goſpel Churches. 

gay. Remember this alſo, that honby you 
grieve. the Spirit, who being Chriſt's Glorifier 
muſt be offended at ſuch a Practice, which ha: 

| 00 no 
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no Tendency but to diſhonour the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, to weaken his Intereſt, and ſtop the 


running of his Goſpel. 


4thly. Remember this alſo, how ſuch hide, 


as in'a Napkin, not wholly, but in a great 
Meafure, the Talents Grace hath entruſted 
them with; for to join your ſelves to Goſpel 
Churches is one Way of putting them out to 
Uſury. | 

zthly. Remeraber this alſo, how ſuch as lie 
out of Church-Fellowſhip wrong and prejudice 
their own Souls: It is no wonder if ſuch pine 
away, as it were, under Doubts and Fears, 
and contract grey Hairs ; inſtead of being in 
proſperous Circumſtances with reſpett to their 
Souls: For, is it a likely Thing, or would it 
become the great Lord and Founder of this 
Houſe, to put no Difference between ſuch as 
comply, and ſuch as do not comply with ſuch 
ari Appointment. ? 

bthly, Conſider this 4 wha would be- 
come of the Goſpel, and Intereſt, and Chur- 
ches of Chriſt, ſhould all act as you do, that 
is, lie out of Church - Fellowſhip ? Goſpel 
Churches would ſoon have an End, and the 


Cauſe a Chriſt fall to the Ground: Followers 


— 
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he might have, but they would not be ſo v. 
Eble as now they are: Neither could the 
Goſpel be encouraged in the Preaching of i, 
as now it is. 
_  7+bly, Conſider this alſo, not only you, bu 
yours, nay, the whole Nation would fuffer grent- 
ly, was there no ſuch Thing as a Goſpel Church: 
For Goſpel Churches bring down, by thei! 
Prayers and exemplary Walk, Bleſſings of 2 
Sorts, upon Families, Towns and Nations. 
make no Queſtion, but London is the richer, 
the healthier, and the fafer, for the many Gol- 
pel Churches that are in it; and fo is al 

England, :: 

Shi Confider hls allo, ow woulc Ro: 
wiumph, and Papiſts boaſt themſelves, were 
there in England no Goſpel: Churches; they 
would foon gain Ground, and diſplay their 
Banners > For every Goſpel Church is as a 
ipiritual Bulwark. againſt Popery, and helps 
to keep the Man of Sin from entring. 

In a Word, this ly ing out of Church-Fel- 
lowſhip is one of the Shadows of latter Day 
Darkneſs, that is ſtretched forth upon us: For, 
as in primitive Times moſt that were convert. 
ed were. added unto Churches, or form'd into 

Churches: 
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Churches; fo it's moſt likely, that under latter 
Day Glory, all will thus join or form them- 
ſelves. Ir is alſo a ſad Omen that Chriſt's 
Spirit is in a great Meaſure with-drawn from 
us; for whoſe Return we ſhould watch and 
pray, more than they that watch for the Morn- 


ing. 
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ADVERTISEMENT to the 
Reader. 


T = E following Appendix was 
written by my late Honoured 
Father, after he had finiſhed the 
Former Trad, and is truly printed 
from the Copy of his own Hand- 


writing. 


55% Robert Bragge, M. D. 


- 6K „ rn 


APPENDIX 


*. e * NM NN mme 


A ſhort ſcriptural Account of a 
Teaching Elder. 


T is evident beyond all Diſ- 
85 pute, from the two following 
Scriptures, that in primitive 
Times, there were more Elders 
than one ordained in every 
Church Acts xiv. 23. And when they had or- 
 dained them Elders in every Church; it is not 
an Elder, in the ſingular Number, but Elders 
in the Plural: The other Scripture is, T7, i. 5, 
For this Cauſe leſt I thee in Crete, that thou 
ſpouldeſt ſet in Order the Things that are want- 
ing, and ordain Elders in every City, as I had 
appointed thee © So chat every Church, in pri- 
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mitive Times, had more ordained Elders thar. 


one. Now, that theſe. were not Co-paſtors, 
is evident, becauſe the ſeven A/atick Churches 
had each of them but one Paſtor 5; for Chriſt 
ſends not to the Angels, but to the Angel of 
each Church: They, to be ſure, had each and 
every one of them their ordained Elders, . ac- 
cording to the Rule laid down, Tz. i. 5. and 
the Apoſtles. Practice, As. xiv. 23. and yet 
they had ſeverally but one Paſtor, or Angel. 
Who then ſhould theſe ordained Elders be 
To which I anſwer, Let the Apoſtle Pau, 
who was preſent, and had an Hand in direct. 
ing their Choice, As. xiv. ſay who, or what 
they are, who tells us in ſo many Words, that 


they were Paſtors, and Teachers, Eph. iv. 11. 


And he gave ſome Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, 
and ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors and 
Teachers : Obſerve, it is not Co-paſtors, but 
Paſtors and Teachers; who are call'd Elders, 
labouring in the Word and Doctrine, which 

is tant amount to leaching Elders, 1 Tim. v. 
17 Let ihe Elders that rule well be counted 
worthy of double Honour, eſpecially they who 
labaur in the Ward and Doctrine; whoſe Qua- 
lifications are ſer down at large, Tit. i. 5, &c. 


To orgain Elders in every City; if any be 
 blameleſc, 
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blameleſs, &c. for an Overſeer, fo it is in the 
Original, muſt be blameleſs, as the Steward of 
God ; not ſelf-wilPd, not ſoon angry, &c. hold- 
ing faſt the faithful Word, as be bath been 
taught, that be may be able, by found Doctrine, 
both ta exhort and to convince the Gainſayers 
Obſerve, as the Paſtor muſt be able, by found 
Doctrine, both to cxhort, and to convince 
Gainſayers; ſo mult the "Ieaching Elder alſo 
be able ; whole Work, as to the Subſtance of 
it, is the ſame with that of the Paſtor ; and fo 
is his Office Power, as appears from Eb, IV. 
11. And ſome Paſters and Teachers, for the 
perfetting of the Saints, for the 1Vark of the 
Miniſtry, for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt 
All thoſe Ordinances, therefore, which are for 
the perfecting of the Saints, and for the edify- 
ing of the Body of Chriſt, which belong to 
the Work of the Miniſtry, are to be admini- 
ſtred equally and alike by both of them. Now 
if any aſk, wherein, then, do they differ? let 
the Apoſtle Paul aſſign their Difference, which 
he doth, Rom. xii. 7, 8. He that teacheth, on 
Teaching; and he that exbarteth, on Exhorta- 
lion: Whence it is plain, there is that which 
belongs, in an eſpecial Manner, to each of 
them, to which each is peculiarly to attend, 

DOD and 
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and in ſo doing, may expect a ſpecial Preſence 
and Bleſſing, the Teacher on teaching, the Pa- 
ſtor on exhorting: Which ſhould not ſcem 
ſtrange to any, ſeeing we have in Nature a 
lively Emblem thereof, to wit, the natural 
Sun, in which there is Light and Heat, the 
one to direct, the other to warm and quicken : 
Without.Light, we ſhould not ſee to do our 
Work; and without Warmth, we ſhould not 
be able. Thus in God's World of Grace, ſpi- 
ritual Light and Life go together; and, that 
they may ſo do, Chriſt hath appointed Pa- 
| ſtors and Teachers in his Churches; the one 
to inſtruct, that there may be Light and 
Knowledge; the other to exhort, that there 
may be an anſwerable Practice and Life; that 
our Walk may not contradict our Light, but 
our Light direct our Walk. 
From all which it appears that a Teaching 
Elder is tant- amount to a Co- paſtor. If any 
ask, why they ſhould not be ſo called ? The 
Anſwer is, becauſe Chriſt, the Head of the 
Church, and Lord of the Harveſt, hath not 
thought fit ſo to call them; who calls them 
Paſtors and Teachers, and not Co-patters, and 
lo ſhould we. 


of 
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Neither do we any where read of Co-paſtors, 
or of more Paſtors than one in a Goſpel Church : 
The Thing which hath miſled many in this 
Particular, is a notorious Piece of King: Craſt, 
acted by King James I. who, to ingratiate 
himſelf with the Biſhops, order'd the Word 
which ſhould, according to its native Significa- 
tion, have been rendered Overſeers, and is fo 
render'd, Acls xx. 28. to be render'd Biſhops; 
thus it is falſly, not to ſay knaviſhly, render'd, 
Phil. i. 1. With the Biſhops and Deacons ; 
whence many infer the Doctrine of Co-paſtors ; 
which, if rightly render'd, Overſeers and Dea- 
cons, lays no Foundation for ſuch a Superſtruc- 
ture, 1 

Neither doth Paul's Epiſtle to Timothy, or 
that to Titus, afford juſt Reaſon to conclude, 
that there are but two Sorts of Officers in a 
Goſpel Church, to wit, Paſtors and Deacons ; 
for the Wed render*d Biſhop, 1 Tim. iii, 1. 
and 77t. i. 7. being, as it ought to be, render'd 
Overſeer, takes in the Teaching Elder, as well 
as the Paſtor, who are ſet down in thoſe two fa- 
mous Places, where Church Officers are eny- 


merated as diſtinct Officers, to wit, Eph. iv. 


11. Where it is not Paſtors or Teachers; then 
it would have been plain, that they were one 
8 2 Sort 
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Sort of Officers diſtinguiſhed by two Names 
Neither is it Paſtors, that is, Teachers; whence 
it would have bcen as plain, that they were but 
one in Office; but it is Paſtors and Teachers; 
which make it very plain, not to ſay, as plain 
as Words can well make it, that they are two 
diſtin&- Sorts of Officers. The other Place tz 
Rom. wii. 7, 8. Or he that teacheth, on Teach- 
ing; or be that exhorteth, on Exbortation 
that is, let him whoſe ſpecial Work and Pro- 
vince it is to teach, diligently attend -unto, fo 
as to fulfil it; and he whoſe ſpecial Work and 
Province it is to exhort, let him as carefully 
fulfil his Miniſtry: alſo ; that nothing be want 
ing, either to the Edification and Building up, 
or to the Comfort of a Goſpel Church. 
I cannot better conclude this ſhort Diſcourſe, 
than with the Words of that great Divine, 
Doctor Omen, p. 125. of that moſt excellent 
Book of his concerning The Nature and Govern- 
ment of Goſpel Churches. Wherefore, faith 
that Man of God, upon the Conſideration of 
© all that is ſpoken in the Scriptures concerning 
+ Church Teachers, with the various Conjec- 
© tures of all Sorts of Writers about them, 1 
© ſhall conclude my own N in ſome 
few Obſervations, 
| k 1 ' 
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* 1, There may be Teachers in u Church 
called only unto the Work of Teaching; 
* without any further Intereſt in the Rule, or 
* Right unto the Adminiſtration of the Sa- 

* craments. Such they ſeem to be, who are 

* mention*d Gal. vi. 6. Let him that is taught 
in the Word communicate unts him that teach- 
6 eth in all good Things, They are alſo call'd 

* peculiarly Catechiſts and Inſtructors, 1 Cor. 
* iv. 15. For though you have ten Thouſand Iu- 
* ftruftors in Chriſt, yet bave ye not, &c. on 

* which the Doctor enlargeth. 

 * 2dly, He who is peculiarly call'd to be a 
Teacher, with Reference to a Diſtinction 
* from a Paſtor, may yet, at the ſame Time, 
be called to be an Elder alſo, that is, to be 
a Teaching Elder; and where there is in 
any Officer a Concurrence of both theſe, a 

' © Right unto rule, as an Elder, and Power 
to teach or preach the Goſpel, there is the 
+ ſame Office and Office- Power, for the Sub- 
* "_— of it, as there is in the Paſtor. ? 
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